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Nickolas  Alexander,  (Greek) 

Suner et it ions  of  the  race  and 
personal  ideas. 

Mr, Alexander  says  that  it  an  old  and  well-known  super¬ 
stition  of  the  Greeks  that  if  upon  leaving  for  a  journey 
either  for  pleasure  of  busines  the  trip  will  undoubtly 
turn  out  unpleasnat  or  dissatisfactory. 

Mr.  Alexander  also  gives  another  one  of  the  old  supersti- 

tions:''When  a  baby  is  three  days'  old  you  can  tell  what  kind 

; 

of  luck  he^will  have  in  life,  when  the  baby  is  three  days  old 
the  parents  put  on  his  palet  (his  bed)  the  gold  pieces  and 
valuable  coins  if  the  baby  cries  and  does  not  seem  satisfied 
he  will  not  be  lucky  and  if  he  is  happy  and  seems  to  enjoy 
the  things  then  he  will  have  good  luck. 

One  more  that  is  given  by  Mr.  Alexander  is  as  follows: 

“  When  a  girl  is  getting  married  and  the  fellow  that  loved 
her  and  didn't  get  her  does  not  give  her  up  and  is  resentful 
acout  her  inarrylngganother  fellow  and  her  mama  puts  a  little 
trinket  secretly  in  the  brides  clothes  it  will  keep  the  bad 
luck  of  a  childless  marriage  from  following  them;  and  it  also 
helps  to  tie  them  together .But  without  the  mother  seceretly 
tying  some  little  thing  like  a  keepsake  to  a  slip  strap  or 
some  place  the  couple  will  more  thanapt  go  through  life  with 
out  the  blessing  of  children  because  the  other  fellow  didnot 
give  her  up  and  make  her  free  to  the  man  that  she  married. 

He  says  there  are  many  of  them  but  he  has  forgotten  them; 
he  says  that  he  remembers  hearing  his  grandmother  tell  about 
putting  things  on  a  floor  when  a  b|!(aby  is  first  learning  to 
v/alk  and  whatever  he  goes  tor/ard  that  is  the  way  to  tell  what 
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Nickolas  Alexander  #2 


kind  of  a  profession  he  will  folSiow,  for  instance  if  you 
place  a  book  some  dirt  and  some  food  on  the  floor  and  he 
walks  toward  the  food  he  will  be  a  merchant  or  a  reeturant 
man.  This  done  by  the  old  grandmothers  to  see  what  they 
will  be  when  they  grow  up. 

Mr.  Alexander  says  that  they  are  having  an  Easter  service 
this  year  on' the  28th  of  April;  he  added  that  he  couldn't 
explain  to  me  why  this  was  different  from  the  Easter  date 
that  was  observed  by  the  rest  of  tie  world,  said  that  I  should 
ask  the  preist.Last  year  the  same  date  was  observed  through 
out  the  world. 

Mr.  ‘Alexander  said,  "^ould  you  like  to  come  and  see  just 


what  kind  of  Easter  service  we  are  going  to  have?  Come  out 
to  Ruby's  place  on  the  old  St. Augustine  road,  about  Smiles 
and  you  will  see  somthing  pretty  end  you  will  have  a  good 
time . 

At  10  O'clock  midnight , Saturday  we  will  have  the  beginning 
of  Easter  and  then  in  the  afternoon  on  Sunday  we  will  have 
another  Easter. You  will  have  plenty  to  eat  and  everything 
will  be  fine,  you  may  see  a  few  men  that  have  a  little  too 
much  to  drin^  but  then  thEir  families  will  be  there  and  it 
will  be  alright. 

/ 

"  We  have  to  have  lamb  for  Easter;  the  people  in  the  old 
country  raise  the  lamb  that  they  are  going  to  have  for  Easter 
in  the  house-he  supposed  to  be  very  pure  and  that  is  why  he  i 
is  raised  in  the  house. But  we  must  have  lamb  for  Easter  no-' 
thing  else  will  do. 

^r .  Alexander  says  that  'ne  will  be  glad  to  have  the  church 

unite  with  the  Episcopal  Church,  "^here  has  been  some  talk 

about  it.  "All  churches  should  unite  and  there  should  be  •  ^ 
just  one,  like  one  God  for  all  so  there  should  be  one  ^church 
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ii-nnie  ^rov/n  or  ^aorokas 
(  wife  of  the  third  (rpeek  — 
to  cor.e  to  this  city  ar.d 
establish  hirr.self  in  j'us- 
iness)  Manoyer  of  Burbridre 
-'•Rinex,  .Test  i'^orsyth  Street 
^;^j3cks enville  ,  i'ia  . 

Intervi ev- ed  Suly  7th' 32"^ 


itednian . 


Annie  was  born  in  closrow  Scotland  and  mairied  a  C-reek^in  hc^ 


native  citv  ot  the  a^ce  of  17.  'ler  husband  iics  s  searan  •  rd  later 


cane  to  ar.erica  end 


to  CrS  Ives  ton  ,  Texr- s . 


/ 


boon  arriving  he  net  a  man  told  him  ehat  he  nuet  have  a 


brother  in  this  country  for  he  had  seen  a  mar.  in  Jacksonville,  .lorida 
had  a  remarkable  resemblance  to  him-;-  this  man  "urr.ed  out  to  be 

y  ^ _ _ 

'  rother  that  had  ao''.e  to  this  country lo  years  p_c:v4e;-v3- 
a.d^not  vrittsn  home  to  his  famil  .  ■=sh:a=::man  v;a3  notifi 

that  his  brother  vras  in  need  of  funds  to  cone  to  Jacksonville  ard 
r-eorge  Loco  vnao  was  stnblished  in  the  fruit  business  sent  him  moi.ey 
to  come-,  _they  “ere  delighted  to  see  e.ach  other  and  G€or~e  gave  his 
brother  Peter  half  interest  in  his  bnisir.ess  and  ai’ts'-^  a  short  tirte 

I 

he  ’.V83  ■  ble  to  send  for  the  wife  he  had  left  in  Scotland  and  the'/'^ 
three  small  children. 


-his  7jas  in  the  year  of  1FG3,  and  a  few  -ee'is  after  the  arrival 


tne  baby  Just  15  months  old  diekbi-Since  the  father  "nd  t.other  mrre 

married  ip  -^nnie’s  church,  the  Catholic,  it  vas  only  natural  -'not 

it  officiated  at  this  time  allou-yh  -^nnie  vos  ::ot  a  devoted 

member  of  that  faith,  -nr.ie  hod  nev  r  decided  to  accept  her  nus'n.nds 
rel  1  ;;ion . 

■^here  were  fev;  Greek  chu:-ches  in  this  country  at  that  time  and 
none  in  unt  soutn,  -vni.ie  says  tha  u  even  thcu.-^n  there  v.ere  no 

churches  of  his  faith  here  he  v.uuld  rot  stter.d  her  cliurch  with  her  vr.d 
therefore  they  did  not  attend  the  church  as  freouei.tly  as  they  would 
...have  had  he  co.^’-'srs ted  in  hsluinn:  to  take  the  little  ones. 
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^Annle  Brown  or  Eaprekas  •  ■'-;> 
(  wife  of  the  third  Greek  —  ; 
—  to  come  to  this  city  end 
establiah  himself  in  ^us- 
.  iness)  liensger  of  Burbridge 
'  Annex,  West  iJ'orsyth  Street 
^^Jacksonville ,  Kla, 
Interviewed  July  7thl92d 
by  L.  Stedman. 


a-<2^  b 


Annie  was  born  in  Glasgow  Scotland  and  married  a  Greek^in  her 

native  city  at  the  age  of  17.  Her  husband  was  a  seaman  and  later 

came  to  America  end  went  to  Galveston .Texas. 

Upon  arriving  he  met  a  man  1Hts^  told  him  that  he  must  have  a 

brother  in  this  country  for  he  had  seen  a  man  in  Jacksonville,  Florida 
V-Hnd 

hod  a  remarkable  resemblance  to  him^j  "yiis  man  turned  out  to  be 

j^Xo  ^  ‘  rt5i— 

.brother,  tl¥«t;  had  come  to  this  country -&«fe©-  16  years  p'^e7l<y.]s 

ard.r.ot  written  home  to  his  famil*^.  rTO!=o:ntI -»iUW-aiek^oa:a±fbi:e  was  notifie 

'  '  r 

that  his  brother  was  in  need  of  funds  to  come  to  Jacksonville  and  ; 

George  Loco  who  was  established  in  the  fruit  business  sent  him  money 

to  com^'^hey  were  delighted  to  see  each  other  end  George  gave  his 

brother  Peter  half  interest  in  his  business  and  after^  a  short  time 

I 

he  was  able  to  send  for  the  wife  he  had  left  in  Scotland  and  thei/v 

three  small  children. 

/ 

I* 

■Lhis  was  in  "fhe  year  of  1680,  and  a  few  weeks  after  the  arrival, 

the  baby  just  15  months  old  died.  Since  the  father  and  mother  were 

married  ip  Annie^s  church,  the  Catholic,  it  was  only  natural  that 

it  officiated  at  this  time  altough  Annie  was  not  a  devoted 

member  of  that  faith.  Annie  had  nevrr  decided  to  accept  her  husbands 
religion. 

•‘‘here  were  few  Greek  churches  in  this  country  at  that  time  and 
none  in  the  south.  Annie  says  that  even  though  there  were  no 

churches  of  his  faith  here  he  would  not  attend  her  church  with  her  and 
therefore  they  did  not  attend  the  church  as  frequently  as  they  would 
^ave  had  he  cooperated  in  helping  to  take  the  little  ones.  .. 
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Annie  brown 
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Also  she  states  that.^here  is  not  a  vast  difference  in  the 
Catholic  religion  and  the  Greek  Orthordox.  Some  of  the  principal 
differences  are  that  the  Greek  Priest  must  marry  before  he  can 
be  ordained  into  the  priesthood  end  also  hove  had  a  child. 

Some^^iraes  her  husband  would  talk  of  having  the  children  learn 
to  speak  the  Greek  language  and  they  would  say,  ”  No  papa  we  are 
Americans;, we  not  want  to  learn  Greek. ^^#^e  did  not  force  any  part 
of  it  upon  them,  but  did  insist  that  one  child  be  christened  in 


the  Greek  Churchy  la  ter  which  was  done  .  but  Annie  states, "She  was 


also  christened  after, in  the  CatholiX  church  which  he  did  not  know 
anything  about. 

"•Hhe  children  learned  to  speak  some  rhrases  in  Gre'^ek  because 
of  association  with  ‘their  father,  but  could  .j;/ not  carry  on  a  conver¬ 
sation  in  the  language,  ihey  could  say  more  bad  words  in  the  language 
such  as  curse  words  tfun  than  any  other  kind. 

jvir.  1.8C0  became  interested  in  the  sponge  business  in  rarpon 


Springs^  and  would  make  trips  to  and  from  the  city  by  train  when 


necessary  but  as  a  general  rule  he  spent  most  of  his  time  in  Jack¬ 


sonville  attending  to  his  fruit  business  ich  was  at  that  time_ 

lio.  '*  .  vy  \  ^  ‘Fo \  c 


on  Main  Street  in  the  Furoj^go^tt«--^-ock^ 

”My 

ne;5^ver  sang  or  showed  any  signs  of 


happiness  for  he  had  a  bad  stomach  and  suffered  most  all  the  timef"^ 
1  think  it  turned  in  to  a  cancer  fbT  he  had  so  much  rain  end  suent 


so  much  money  trying  to  get  better. 

"After  he  died  and  left  me  with  the  five  children  i  was  not 
looking  for  a  husband  but  another  Greek  came  along  and  seemed  hind 
and  wanted  to  marry  and  take  care  of  the  little  children  for  me. 

So  i  married  another  ereek  and  if  I  was  to  marry  again  i  think  1 
would  get  another  Greek  for  they  are  very  good  husbands. 
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Annie  Brown 

'’When  1  merry  again^  this  time  i  go  to  o-reece  to  live  for  ^ 

five  years  and  take  everthing  1  have  to  stay  there  for  it  is 
so  poor  the  country.  Kuch  poorer  than  you  can  even  think  for 
we  never  have  an^such  time  as  they  have  there  in  the  economic 
conditions. 

”  rhey  even  had  no  tea  and  i  am  a  great  tea  drinker  as  all 

the  Scotch  people  are  but  sometime  later  on  after  1  hod  made  friends 

witha  ship  captain's  wife  i  go  t  all  the  tea  I  wanted  for  they  got 
V- 

itiii'jto  me. 

”  7/e  lived  there  in  Piraes,  ureeee  for  five  years  while  my  husband 

TS83  working  on  the  building  of  the  railroad,  "'e  had  two 

children  born  the-e  and  then  we  ccF.e  back  to  this  country  but 
I  never  forget  the  trouble  I  had  in  the  country  of  Greece. 

”  *'hy  do  you  know  that  a  woman  was  never  allowed  to  go  out  in  the 
streets  alone  even  in  the  day  time  to  the  stores  for  there  was  danger 
of  being  robbed  for  only  a  few  nennies,  the  whole  tiipe  I  was 
there  I  never  sew  a  woman  :no  out  in  the  streets  alone,  -^ut  it  is 
funny  they  most  all  own  their  07in  homes  but  they  do  not  have  anything 
to  eat  hardly. 

”  The  prir.cip^li^^ocupa tion  there  is  watch-making  and  the  men  that 
are  experts  at  this  can  only  demand  a  little  salary  for  this  delicate 
and  trying  Job.  i  would  not  go  there  to  live  for  anything  on  earth 

“V 

for  it  is  nothing  but  fear  and  drufcery  ar.d  statvation. 

’TThe  women  eie  good  ’a  stry w.  aker s  and  tne  men  are  good  cooks  ^too_^ 
they  aTl^^car.  jcook  one  thing  anyhow  and  that  is  a  pot  roast- and  every 

thing  has  tomato’^es  ana  onions  in  it. 

\  ^ 

t 

”  Xy  last  husband  was  very  good  to  -Drovide  for  my  children  and 
seemed  to  think  as  n-uch  for  my  own  children  as  he  did  for  his  and 
he  helped  to  raise  all,  that  is  one  thing  Ircan  say^^thd  race^they 
are  a  sym’-'Othet ic  and  loving  neople,  not  curel. 


'  ■  ■  ■ 


«  ■ 


'  '■'  '  '  4'(«Y-'  ■,4»-  ' ‘  ii;  ivi^' J*  ■"  "  ^  ’'W? 

lo:.  .;'i|.j.;^tf  a4a;r® .  >.w' -.v?-' 


'■  '055:. 


■i>  -Pi'  ;  .fsi  ;'-r:,;^<f,)  ,#iir  r  it 

-  ■  ^.:.y:.:y-:^ 

'  ■  '■'  ■■  ;«V!% 


■$b:< 

y/fi  r,'; 


'  ■  ■;%«  ^  ’  f'^  ?■:  '•.•  **,  '':p4  f^yt 

'  ; 'r': ;  -  s -o  ,. '  ■  ■  ■-■'O''''-'^  "'"'>1^ 


>'i, 

'li,  ‘  '  ^ '-' "'y,''^ii  'ly'-^ii)^'  -  ');'^i' 


4'  i  ■■'  i 


r 


"'^':-i:T‘' 


^r;  .  t X  i if;.- *.;\ j  -  ';^  ^  '  :n  \  '^,0  7 ,  f ^ ,  ij:!  ^ >'  'f 


- 

X"  ■  ■•:/  diixy  .-N  </•:}■  j  j 

'.f  ■'■  y 

»  >  X  d  - 

■i  -  .# " 

'  .XX,  '■  TX'i  Xilvaa  ; 

1^'  ■' 

,  i  “ 

t 

S. 

,  •  -  ■'■  ■  ■  '■  ■  if  .  -.  '  ■ 

':  .1  X  ..^  4.--’'  ),!<>  ;>>  ft|'  f„.®.!f  i  '  ' 

Ux.v-y;4^: 

.'  ;■ 

'■  ■  C  '.  ■■  ■  :  X-it  ’  X  ,/#'4 1.  :'  fyd  y  in 

■  Otf,  .X|4s 

-1.  ' 

hMtf  ;'r>  ’  #  <1  w 

.  ‘"  ‘  ,<"'''  "■* 


■"-V  ‘SI,' 


'--•  :■  V  ■  ’’v  ~  '*  *  *  ,  .  * 

iL X ;  •  'vi;7  ..a."  x.  ,;.■  da,,  7?0‘0r  ^ ^q,  |  ^’.; 


■ffi 


'..->V*  ;VO  07 


-  yi^  ' 


r  x  4  ^  '  .-.'r.  "  ■  ":  ^  ■  ''  '•  '■'■  •'  •’  '  •-  vx  -■••„,  d^'  v"  ■,••<!-' 

'■...  ■:■;;■  .x  :i .:! '.4  ■  -  :.7/d:  ':  :4v''^ 


■'■  ;>, 


■•  X.  ■  "''X, '^d  v.XdS'  '/:■■' ddd-':^ 

t^^^y  C'4d.  A  X  ®|  - '  d  ,t  x  'p^d:^ 


i  i  ''i^ 


%0y’  ■»;,.■  ^jX#Xj,l.^!£>:Xd.-OK,  ■■^, 

■  ..,-  '  “”  • .  ■  ■  ■  .  '  '  , ,  -i 


'  ■  .'i  <i  ,  d'd'  ^>''i"':'.r-'4'0'  i.w<c[  ,tol  :.*Uvi.f..;;:ifc.ji.)v 
.  o,.X:?!io!>','  ^4^iq,d^4'  „v7i'^7oi:'  fiaaVy- 


y 


•  r'  s'  .' 

rony  caranzas,  Vjreek,  born  in  ' 
Constantinople^Turkey.'  ' 

-  OwBBr  and  operator  of 
Liquor  store  at  1019  West  EaySt 
Home  address  154  West  Fifth  St.' 


”Icame  to  tnis  country  when  lywas  a  young  fellow  just  the 
age  of  16  and  leave  behind  me  my'lTa.ther  and  a  sister.  I  had 
wanted  to  go  to  the  great  free  country  since  I  was  a  little  child 
where  you  didn’t  have  to  fight  all  the  time. 


The  war  between  Italy  and  Turkey  broke  out  in  the  year  of 
I9II  and  they  wanted  me  to  go  to  the  lines  and  fight.  I  didn't  want 
to  go  so  I  faake' myself " hard  to  find  till  I  can  come  to  this  country 
which  was  in  the  early  part  of  I9I2. .1  came  here  on  an  old  Italian 
Liner.  I  landed  in  New  York  and  did  not  stay  there  but  a  few  days 
I  wanted  to  go  to  Tarpon  Springs  in  the  sponge  business. 

“  I  went  right  away  to  the  city  of  Jacksonville  and  from  there 
to  Tarpon  S  prings  expefing  to  go  there  and  work,  I  knew  some  Greeks 
that  were  working  there  already  and  they  had  told  me  to  come  there 

and  go  to  work, ’jyell  I  get  there  and  all  the  boats  are  out  and  I  dont 

know  how  long  it  would  be  before  I  could  get  to  work  so  I  think  I 
should  go  on  back  to  Jacksonville  and  get  a  Job. I  would  like  to  stay 
in  Tarpon  Springs  but  the  baots  stay  out  then  so  long,  they  come  in 
'much  oftener  now  than  thye  did  then.  They  use  to  stay  out  for  as 
much  three  and  four  months, 

"  So  I  come  on  back  to  Jacksonville  and  get  me  a  little  old  job 
wasking  dishes  in  a  resturant  and  pretty  soon  I  was  the  cook  there 
I  had  learned  to  cook  before  I  came  to  dis  country.  They  pay  me  $25. 
a  month  and  let  me  sleep  ther  on  the  place,  I  could  save  my  money 
and  had  no  expense.#  I  saved  enough  money  to  go  in  business. 

"  I  bought  with  another  fellow  a  little  club  and  we  started  the 

Greek-»S  ryian  Club,  You  see  the  Syrians  then  had  no  club  and  they 
used  to  mix  more  with  us  than  they  do  now.  Religion  has  stopped  that 
because  most  of  the  Syrians  are  Catholics  and  the  Greeks  are  Orthodo';<v, 
We  made  a  little  money  from  the  club  and  I  soon  sold  out  to  my  partn\l 
I  wnanted  a  resturant  and  I  bought  one  down  Bay  street  which  I  named 
the  Manhattan  Resturant  and  tha,t  was  in  1915  I  stayed  ther  and  made 
pretty  good  until  Iy38.  I  even  weathered  the  depression  that  came 
after  the  boom.  And  that  was  good  dont  you  think? 

"  0,yes  I  made  money  during  the  boom  and  sold  and  got  a  lot  of 
money  too  easy,  when  you  get  money  without  working  for  it  it  dont 
.  stay  with  you  long,  something  always  gets  it  from  you.  And  believe 
me  I  lost  a  lot  of  it.  I  bought  a  lot  of  ########  property  in  Miami 
,New  Syrmna  and  Jacksonville  and  some  in  Starke  Slorida.  I  lost  most 
/  all  of  my  holdings  everywhere  except  hene  in  Jacksonville.  I  even 
lost  plenty  of  it  here  too  but  I  still  have  a  big  apartment  house 
on  L-*-berty  Street  and  a  house  in  ^iverside  and  the  house  next  door 
to  my  home  on  Fifthe  Street  in  Springfield,  I  think  though  that  we 
are  going  to  have  plenty  of  good  times  pretty  soon,  ma.ybe  a  little 
boom  but  on  a  much  more  secure  basis  tha*  that  was. 

^  I  have  worked  hard  all  the  time  since  I  have  been  in  this 
country,  that  is  rhe  way  to  make  money.  Stay  on  the  job  and  dont  a 
spend  your  profit  for  good  times.  Learn  to  save  a  little  all  the  timJ/ 
even  when  times  are  good  try  to  ptit  a  little  in  the  bank  and  when 
times  are  better  put  more  in  the  bank,  I  did  not  cry  much  about#!^### 
losing  my  money  that  I  ma.de  from  the  boom  it  come  .tooeasy.  The  money 
.that  you  work  for  they  stay  with  you  better. 


s. 


a  ligtit  salad  with  a  glass  of  wine  in  tne  afternoon,  or  we  might  have 
some  cracikers  with  wine.  The  wine  is  tne  drink  of  friendship  over  in  tne 
old  country. You  do  not  see  a  drunk  fellow  on  tne  streets  tnere,  maybe 
you  will  see  one  in  a  tnousand.  Here  tne  poor  fellows  drink  the  most  and 
are  drunk  more  of  the  time.  I  like  tne  liquor  business  very  much  tnere 
is  not  the  work  in  it  that  tnere  is  intne  resturant  business.  And  there 
is  not  so  much  to  do.  One  does  not  have  to  have  the  expense  that  he 
must  have  in  the  other  work.  0,  yes  I  must  pay  a  very  big  tax  but  still 
I  know  that  tnere  is  less  expense  in  this  tnen  in  tne  other  one, 

•'  If  you  go  1 0  my  house  now  ypu  will  find  about  i5  gallons  of  wine 
and  about  twenty  quarts  of  liquorj  I  keep  some  very  good  stuff  tnere 
for  my  friends  so  when  I  want  to  snow  tnem  a  good  time  I  have  tne  stuff 
already.  No,  our  women  folks  do  not  drink  but  very  little.  She  may 
drink  a  little  with  her  husband  at  tne  meal  if  sne  wants  to.  but  as  a 
general  rule  sne  does  not  like  to  drink  like  tne  men  and  tne  American 
womandoes.  We  always  drink  when  we  eat  but  we  are  not  going  to  drink 
unless  we  are  eating.  Tnat  is  bad.  And  another  thing  we  always  drink 
good  liquor  and  good  wine.  Good  stuff  does  not  hurt  you.  It  is  a  good 
tonic  for  you, 

"  We  nave  learned  some  good  things  about  eating  and  drinking  in 
Greece  and  Turkey ^tnat  it  is  too  bad  that  more  American  do  not  learn 
it  would  be  good  for  them.  One  thing  is  that  we  eat  out  meat  and 
## Vegetables  while  tney  are  fresh.  We  do  not  use  much  coid  storagetnere 
and  ,ice  is  very  scarce  also. 

”  Constantinople  is  a  great  city;  like  Hew  York,  a  big  port.  People 

are  tnere  from  every  country  in  tne  world.  And  one  thing  is  important  to 

me  is  tnat  all  the  money  in  the  world  is  good  over tnere  some  times  you 
will  find  in  a  cash  drawer  as  many  as  ten  different  kinds  of  money, 
uver  here  no  money  is  good  but  tne  good  old-^merican  dollar.  Gee,  I  wish 
I  couid  take  in  a  little  more  of  tnem.  Tney  lok  mighty  good  tome, 

"  I  nave  traveled  in  a  good  many  lands  and  of  tnem  though  I  like  tne 

United  States  best  of  ail,  it  is  a  great  country.  Its  a  free  country 
and  you  American  don  not  know  just  wnat  tnat  means  Id  us  from  a  forgien 
country.  Here  tne  poor  man's  voice  means  as  much  as  tne  rich  man's 
does.  It  si  wondertuf  no  be  abie  to  make  your  own  laws. 

Deniocracy  is  tne  most/ beautifulword  in  your  whole  English  language. 

I  traveled  in  Roumania,  Austria,  Spain,  and  Greeee  as 

well  as  my  native  Turkey,  but  to  me  tnere  is  only  one  countryto  live  in 

and  t  ne  only  one  in  tne  world  worth  fighting  for  is  tne  U.  S, 

Everyone  here  can  make  a  living  here,  tnereis  pienty  of  work  forevery 
one  if  he  win  really  try  to  find  it  . 

"  I  never  turn  a  man  away  tnugh  if  ne  says  he  is  hungry  I  feed  him 

it  wont  break  me  to  feed  him  and  I'd  rather  feed  him  than  not,  I  nave 
sent  many  people  to  tne  hospital  when  tney  could  not  pay  for  it  them 
selves,  I  nave  many  friends  here  because  I  have  tried  to  be  a  friend 
to  tnem,  I  am  a  member  of  tne  Masons  and  also  the  Woodmen  of  tne  World 
and  treasurer  of  tne  local  iLmm  Ahepa,  and  I  was  treasurer#  for  our 
cnurch  nere  for  4  or  five  years.  Everybody  likes  me  and  if  tney  dont  I 
dont  know  it  ,I  dont  owe  any  money, 

"  Speaking  of  ,the  prospects  of  good  business  for  'nis  country  ,  I 
cant  say  about  tne  courityr  at  large  but  for  tnis  state  I  tnisnk  we  are 
going  to  have  good  business  and  #0###  plenty  of  it,  Jacksonville, is 
going  to  nave  very  good  times.  This  business  is  going  to  be  on  a  much 
sounder  basis  thant  tne  boom  every  was,  are  going  to  have  another 
war  though,  we  got  to  have  one  to  ever  get  things  straightened  out. 

"  We  got  the  best  president  that  we  ever  nad,  tney  cant  make  any  ### 
better,  He  is  the  best  in  tne  history  of  tne  country. 
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'  '  ”  When  the  war  bDoke  out  I  bought  liberty  bonds  and  wai?  stamps 

I  bought  all -of  them  that  I  could.  I  carry  20,uu0.uu  worth' of  in¬ 
surance  to  leave  to  my  child  for  his  education. 

”  0,  I  did  not  tell  you  about  my  little  son,  he  is  the  sweetest 
little  fellow  in  the  world.  I  thought  that  I  woitid  never  have 
a  little  baby.  I  had  to  wait  till  I  was  an  old  man  before  the  baby 
caorae  to  me.  I  am  56  years  old  now.  I  am  happier  though  than  I  was 
ever  before.  I  bpught  him  a  cute  little  ###  play  pen  and  a  nice  little 
doggie  a  fox  terrier. 

”  He  can  hava  as  good  an  education  as  he  can  take,  the  world  is 
all  his  if  he  waits  it.  A  boy  or  girl  can  get  so  much  in  this  country 
that  he  cant  get  anywhere  else  in  the  wide  world.  Tnere  is  notheing 
lilce  the  the  good  old  U.  S.  A.  and  I  want  my  little  son  to  grow  up 
and  appreciate  the  as  much  as  I  do. 

”  He  must  learn  the  Greek  language  he  must  get  the  foundation  of 
a  happy  life.  You  see  he  must  learn  Greek  to  be  able  to  converse  with 
his  own  people. And  alos  to  know  the  business  management  in  Gre^k. 

He  must  marry  a  Greek,  we  are  very  proud  of  race  and  hope  to  continue 
its  strength  as  time  goes  on.  We  have  always  ma.de  an  effort  to  grow 
good  sturdy  character  in  our  children.  There  seldom  one  of  our  race  in 
^  trouble  with  the  law  anywhere. 

"The  Greek  race  believe  in  tne  'Survival  of  tne  fittest,'  did  you 
-know  that  in  tne  old  country  that  that  used  to  destroy  a  baby  if  he 
came  in  tne  world  wit  h  any  physical  defects  a.nd  consider  that  they 
'  had  done  no  harm  but  a  service  to  tneir  race  in  not  a.llowing  it  to 
grow  up  and  be  a  care  on  the  nation  and  in  time  perhaps  do  as  is  true 
m  this  country,  -fill  up  the  institutions  with  helpless  people  to  drain 
)ur  tax  payers. 

"  Speaking  of  teaching  the  childrento  speak  our  language  reminds 
ne  of  the  school  and  the  teachers.  Every  Greek  here  is  given  a  certian 
^uota  to  give  to  the  school  system  and  he  feels  it  a  duty  and  privelige 
to  help  maintain  them,  I  always  paid  ray  quota  and  when  it  was  necessary 
to  increase  .tne  quota  I  did  so  gladlyeven  though  I  did  not  have  any  child 
and  didnt  ever  expect  to  have  any.  I  am  proud  now  that  I  had  such  an 
ttitude  about  it, 

"We  pay  out  teacher  all  tnroughthe  year  not  just  through  the  school 
■fonthe  as  the  Public  School  system  does.  And  there  is  not  one  of  them 
;n  t  makes  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  either  and  some  bf  them  get  as 
inch  as  180,00  a  month  depending  upon  the  number  subjectsshe  teaches. 

?heir  work  is  very  important  and  should  be  given  every  chance  to  continue 
bneir  studies. 

"  We  were  interrupted  by  Mr.Fecras  tne  busines  neighbor  of  Mr. 
■^aranza.s  whooperztes  a  little  lunch  eonette  next  door  to  him.  He  appeares 
lost  interested  in  tne  interview  and  at  last  suggested  tnat  I  come  int 
10  se;  him,  "  Gome  in  to  see  me  and  I  will  really  give  you  a  good  story. 

[  been  here  a  long  time.  My  story  ought  to  be  good  for  I  have  seen  a 
Lot  of  things  since  I  come  here  in  I9u4. " 

Mr,  Cranazas  was  serving  a  customer,  we  had  been 
Lnteruppted  about  every  five  minutes  to  sell  minatures,  which  seemed  to 
le  the  demand  through  the  middle  od  the  day.  He  sells  them  two  for  a 
quarter,  Mr.  Caranzas  returned  saying  that"during  this  part  of  the  day 
the  business  is  not  so  good  ,  I  made  about  40  dollars  worth  of  business 
the  first  part  of  he  day,  and  if  the  day  goes  as  usual  Iwill  make  about 
kO  or  60  this  evening,  when  the  trains  come  in  the  passenges  come  in  and 
5uy  between  trains. 

#Mr.  Caranzas  continued, "The  people  here  in  this  country  drink  all 
the  time  and  that  is  not  so  in  the  old  countcy.  We  all  have  oui  wine 
over  fterewltn  our  meals.  And  over  in  the  old  country  we  usually  have  a  . 
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Ihe  appoiintment-^for  this  interview  was  made  by  telep^ 
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material  for  this  story_I  .imraedloTre'iy-:,-aehs[^~a^'f-eellng^  security  and 


well-being  that  no  doubt  existed  within  the  walls  oT  th''is''‘be8ut iful 
new  brick  home 


'i’he  appontment  for  this  interview  was  made  by  telephone  and 
I  was 

somewhat  unaw  re  o  the  possibilities  of  tlie  material  for  this 


story,  but  as  my  taxi  drew  up  in  front  of  the  address  in  a  heavy  down 
pour  od  rain  I  at  once  felt  a  sense  of  security  end  well-being  that 
no  doubt  existed  within  the  walls  of  this  beautiful  new  brick  home 
that  is  situated  on  the  the  corner  of  West  Street  and  Dellwodd  A^e. 

There  v;os  a  thirsty  new  lawn  and  the  grounds  were  attractively 


landscaped  with  young  shrubbery^^’y^,  os  I  reached  the  porch  and  started 

a 

to  ring,  the  door  was  opened  by,  neatly  attdl-ed  ^oung  la  dy.  Upon  intro- 


Q'.icing  myself  and  asking  for  Idiss  *'ennie  uestrounis  she  smilingly 


replied  that,"  I  am  she,  wont  you  come  in?cr:d  on  her  face  was  a  cuest4 


ion  as  to  why  she  should  be  consulted,  it  was  then  tlxt  I  gave  her 

,, 

the  letter  of  intEoduction  from  Skiptaris,  the  Greek  Friset. 


Jennie, appeared  quite  pleased  that  she  had  been  chosen  to  tell 
of  the  customs  of  her  race.  Jbhe  Is  the  only  daughter  of  two  shildren 
and  has  had  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  and  having  been  ambit¬ 
ious  and  . tudious  her  story  is  interesting. 

Well,  I  hardly  know  where  you  would  like  for  me  to  begin,  but  I 
was  born  in  Boston  and  my  own  father  died  when  I  was  a  boby  my  mother 
worked  in  the  thread  factory  and  took  care  of  me,  she  later  married 
8  fine  man  that  has  been  a  good  father  to  me.  I  love  him  just  like  he 
was  my  own  father  he  has  always  tried  to  be  Just  that  to  me,  I  went 


to  school  in  Fernendina,  Florida  with  the  "SlsterS”  and  graduated  ther 


^n_^^musi^^nd^inl^^^  last  year.  No,  We  ere  not  Catholic 
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but  so  many  Greeks  send  their  children  to  the  Catholic  school 
because  we  feel  that  the  children  get  so  much  better  attention  and 
individual  help  there  that  they  wouldn^t  get  in  the  public  schools  , 

We  lived  in  Fernandina  for  five  years  end  then  daddy  and  mama 
came  to  Jacksonville,  to  open  up  a  business  here  but  my  brother  and 
I  boarded  at  Fernandina  so  that  we  could  go  on  to  our  school  we 
boarded  at  the  school,  the  Ulsters  were  so  sweet  to  me. 

T  have  ambitions  to  sing,  and  my  music  gives  me  so 

much  happiness.  I  have  21  piano  pupils  now  and  have  had  more  that 

but  during  te  summer  months  the  children  want  to  rest  up  a  little 

so  I  never  have  so  mapy  then.  I  also  have  some  American  childeen 

they  are  very  sweet  and  some  are  so  interested  in  there  music  and  ff 

are  interested  in  my  Greek  music  and  the  little  Greek  children  of- 
course  wont  to  learn  the  Greek  music. 

We  have  a  little  dance  that  is  used  very  much  at  the  weddings 
that  tells  a  beautil  story,  I  am  not  so  good  at  translating  Greek 
into  English  but  I  will  tell  you  a  little  about  it,  the  music  is 
very  prett.y  and  if,-  you  could  hear  it  it  would  bring  tears  to  your 
eyes,  it  is  something  like  this:  lAhen  the  soldiers  come  back 

from  the  war  or  if  they  come  into  a  town  they  are  given  the  full 
liberty  to  do  as  they  please  and  they  do  not  please  to  be  good  at  all 
they  are  bad  and  d'  terrible  things,  they  are  allowed  to  do  anything 
with  a  girl  or  a  sister  they  would  want  to  and  the  people  know  that 
the  soldiers  ore  coming  so  thay  are  ftightened  and  a  mother  throws  ^ 
her  little  six  yef^r  old  daughter  over  t  he  mountain  s  o  that  she  will 
not  be  brutally  treated  by  the  soldiers  for  they  do  not  care  about 
how  little  the  little  girls  may  be,  that  piece  is  beautiful  but  is 
sad  and  rollicking  at  the  same  time  and  is  often  played  at  weddings 
for  to  dance  by. 
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Our  ”eddlng  customs  ere  not  so  much  different  from  yours  except 
that  VG  ell  usually  have  a  c:ala  time,  every  one.  It  Is  a  happy  thing 
to  attend  a  marriage  for  everyone  enjoys  himself,  we  have  e  fine 
banquet  end  some  times  the  grown  people  that  is  the  married  ones 
too  uch  and  get  drunk,  No,  the  single  girls  con  not  drink  or  the 
single  boys  cither  It  moke  the  parents  feel  very  b'd.  Ne  have  a  big 
dance  usually  after  the  -wedding.  You  know  of-course  that  v/e  have  the 
bridal  wreath  that  is  excehsnged  from  the  bride  to  the  groom  and  then 
groom  ho  the  bride  this  they  keep  on  ui-.til  after  the  big  dance  end 
everthing  breaks  up  and  the  newly  morried  couple  do  not  leave  and  go 
away  until  the  reception  is  over,  every  body  donees  uith  the  bride 
end  the  groom  dances  with  ell  the  ladles. 

The  ring  ceremony/  ianot  compulsory  but  is  followed  by  most  every 
body,  the  man  usually  wears  the  gold  ring  and  wife  wca'-ing  the  silver 
ore. 

As  '-‘ennie  told  of  the  L.srrloge  ountoma  her  face  was  animated  as 
though  she  has  had  some  joyus  times  herself  when  atitendlng. 

”  The  wedding  that  was  not  long  ago  -iven  at  the  tinyflovver  was  a 
happy  one,  end  too  happy  for  the  men  go*  so  drunk  that  they  did  things 
that  is  not  in  the  maiTiagc  customs  at  oil,  the  men  ever  danced  oil 
alone  on  the  floor,  they  did  not  know  what  they  ?/cre  doing.  ?,'p  do  e 
donee  that  is  like  the  square  dance  of  your  people,  o  ly  it  is  colled 
something  like  a  folk  denoe  rnd  the  men  are  dressed  in  the  style  of 
the  Sheppard  coys  and  the  girls  ore  dressed  as  the  sheppord  ^-ferls, 
they  ere  ver;/  pretty  when  dancing. 

single  girls  can  not  leave  the  -luce  of  where  the  parents 
are  at  any  of  these  functions  and  they  can  not  leave  the  home  either 
with  a  boy  or  men  until  they  ore  engaged.  T/e  would  not  think  of  asking 
such  8  liberty,  for  wc  know  that  it  would  not  be  permitted  and  we 
would  be  t  ought  crazy  to  asV:.  The  girls  ore  very  much  protects 

but  the  boys  can  go  out  if  they  wont  to  but  the  perents  dontlike  it  1\ 
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«x’he  boys  C3xi  ever/  go  with  the  Aaiericon  girls  but  our  parents  dont 
like  Tor  theai  to  do  it  but  they  do  it  anyhow. 

"  'Ihere  ore  not  many  eli.vibie  Greek  boys  in  town  ana  I  eci  not  ^ 
going  to  aarry  some  oi-d  won  that  I  do  not  love,  mean  tells  ae  I  should 
let  scGie  yreek  men  coae  to  see  me  but  I  tell  her  I  rather  not,  T  should 
much  prefer  to  remain  e  single  girls  ail  my  life  than  to  marry  some 
old  man  I  do  not  love,  Yes,  mama  th  inks  th  t  the  older  men  are  tetter 
for  husbands  but  I  do  not  like  them  for  myself  they  ere  n:.t  so  ?.ell 
educated  and  n.ost  of  them  v^erc  born  in  Greece  end  have  hod  a  hard  time 
making  noney  and  have  had  no  time  to  study  ""nglish  and  I  wuild  be 

unhappy  Vrith  a  men  that  hod  no  education,  ftc  would  hove  nothing  in 
common,  dont  you  understand  7  r.y  ddddy  he  seems  to  understand  how  I  feil 


about  it. 

”  ':>Io,  I  ho  e  no  boy  f  lends  at  all,  we  do  not  have  boy  friends, 

but  juit  girl  friends,  A  ^reek  girl  does  not  begin  having  the  opposite 

sex  to  call  on  her  ui.til  she  is  nineteen  or  more,  you  ?:  ill  not  find 

a  Creek  girl  in  any  of  the  jook  joints  unless  she  has  sneaked,  and 

; 

sneaking  doesnH  just  get  yourself  in  trouble  and  then  your 

parents  do  not  trust  you  and  no  bodj  else  if  they  see  you  out.  Not  long 
ego  I  sawa  girl  out  and  I  knew  that  she  v.ss  sneaking  and  I  made  up  my 
mind  that  I  would  not  tell  anyone  about  seeing  her,  and  then  some  ome 
told  me  that  they  had  seen  her  and  I  said,  ”0,  no  you  must  be  mistaken 
about  that  for  I  didn’t  wont  to  hove  people  to  mistrust  her.  3he  is  a 
S7.eet  gii'l  but  if  she  docst  that  she  will  roln  herself  and  she  will 
have  r.o  friends  among  t  e  ureeks  here,  now  in  New  York  and  the  larger 
cities  they  are  soceT/hat  moderating  the  question  of  allowing  the  girls 
to  go  out  with  company  of  men  and  bo^is,  but  I  v.culdn’  cere  to 
start  it  here  for  ir  would  cause  me  to  be  co  criticised  that  it  would 
b  reok  my  heart  and  it  is  not  worth  it,  I  hod  rather  stay  home  .  ‘fhe 
only  time  that  I  really  mind  In  on  t  e  big  days  like  the  |*onth  of  July 
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lind  ChristniDB,  then  it  hurts  me  to  stay  home,  ♦^ll  the  "iris  tr.ot 
I  know  feel  the  seme  wny  es  I  do  sb  .ut  getting  out. 

”  7?e  have  a  club  though  that  we  enjoy  ourselves  celled  the  i^eughters 
of  Penelope,  we  hcve  ho  la  it  now  and  -  e  ere  to  soon  stert  a  mem¬ 

bership  drive,  v.g  are  the  daughters  of  the  Aheror.s,  /.heps  stands  for 

Ameriesn^  HeUenlc? 

Progressive^  nducetionsl  -^ssocict ion,  end  the  boys  hove  c  club  that 
id  called  the  Sons  Of  Perlceles.  *^nd  the  aim  of  these  clubs  is  to  ta'.e 
cere  of  the  needy  I’re  ks  end  keep  the  roverrment  from  hovir.g  to  odminis 
ter  help  to  our  people  for  vc  sie  so  grateful  for  this  country  that 
we  have  a  desire  to  take  cere  of  the  needy  ones  ss  for  en  p-^sible,  the 
A  epa  r.olntalns  e  ro:  iterdum  in  Kew  "‘ejrico  ^-tiere  rny  sick  Ahepan  may  go 
free  of  all  charges  snd  ony  needy  Greek  thot  may  need  medic.':'!  core. 

”  mC  trv  to  do  nil  v?e  can  for  the  Greeks  thet  ore  in  need  r-nd  keen 


them  of  the  streets. 


"  you  will  e:/Guse  me  while  1  answer  the  phoney  dennle  Is  slight  of 
stature  and  has  just  veshed  her  heir  and  "iro  ed  It  up  *'o  •'vve  erd  keeps 

’^atting  it,  she  has  oroliged  several  times  that  her  heir  la  wot  or.d 

s  she  feels  ure ttrecti ve ,  but  this  4s  in  no  ccce  t  ■  s  f^r  even 

with  her  hair  go  dres  cd,'ond  her  hone  lollcd  down  to  her  onklss  end  the 
little  nevy  end  white  "olka  dot  dress  open  at  hhe  neck,  for  this  is  e 
very  hot  day,  she  is  still  a  very  attractive  girl,  her  eyes  ere  larc-e 
and  impressive  and  her  skin  la  without  n  blemish,  but  slightly  darker 
than  olive,  she  is  pleasant  and  oniious  to  i/.f  ^'^7  information,  she 

reminds  one  of  a  little  nun  for  ahe  I'.ves  here  with  her  music  and  sing¬ 

ing  as  she  (I'JJCG  the  t*. ska  of  the  hone  ^hich  is  indeed  a  thing  of  ''eouty. 


xhe  flours  are  lovely,  but  there  are  rick  and  heavy  rugs  t!iot  com- 
liment  the  color  scheme  that  is  carried  out  of  green  and  gold  in  the 
beautiful  Chester  field  i:vlng  room  suite,  the  drapes  end 
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expei.sive  end  there  is  much  t‘ine  hand  crochet  in  view  on  the 
divon  end  cheir-bec'-^s.  in  the  dining  room  there  is  a  beautiful  table 
cover  raode  of  silk  thread  constantly  calls  for  edn'  irstioi.,  the 
pictures  are  the  better  pieces  of  art  and  are  in  handcocie  f  decs.  Or. 


of  th':^  fPEily  and  the  relatives,  ihe  piano  has  ui.  abuclonce  of  good 
rTiUsie  on  it,  in  ti;e  aun-roora  the  floor  is  stone  and  v-incio?Js 

are  made  shutter  style  v.'ith  f)  ench  window  panes,  there  are  flowers  at 
the  windows  on  attractive  little  flower  stands,  there  arc  two  canaries 
in  here  anvl  the  room  is  very  bright  and  cheery,  the  living-rooia  at.d 
dining-room  and  sui.-room  all  open  en-suite. 

Jennie  returned  -'Sying,  ’’That  was  one  of  my  little  pupils  calling 
to  so,;  triot  she  w  ^uld  be  a  little  late  for  her  lesaou. 

My  daddy  could  tell  you  more  aoo -t  the  oonuitions  in  ^/reecc  than 
1  because  he  understands  things  ifoout  the  country  that  i  do  not,  and 
he  has  a  sister  ’1th  whom  he  corresponds  ’,hat  tells  him  ./bout  the  i.ews 
of  the  country, 

■PtiBinu,  is  ihbt  you,  I  heard  some  one  and  vondered  if  you  v^tre 
/ 

wakirkg,  come  in  ,  Jidffia  this  lady  wants  to  ret  some  inforretion  o'oo.  t 
our  race  so  that  she  can  put  it  in  c  book,  I  have  beci.  telling  her 
vhat  I  could  maybe  you  would  1  ke  to  tell  her  sometning  too, 

.9  I  dont  know  if  I  could  maybe,  I  come  here  a  little  child  and 
my  uncle  he  leave  me  in  e  boarding  home  when  I  vjgs  Just  14  to  get  along 
os  good  as  1  good,  but  is  is  hard  for  me  to  gel  uiOi.g  for  I  no  speak  the 
language  and  have  to  go  to  work  in  .g,f  tne  mills  and  study  the  language 
end  0,  I  wont  to  so  bud,  go  bock  to  my  peoples, but  1  no  could  go  for  my 
uncle  he  bring  me  and  he  was  educated  man  he  speak  seven  languages 
when  he  come  here  and  then  he  was  going  to  educate  me  but  no  he  get  in 

*'ennie,  go  get  the  lady  soeething,  some  drink  end  something  to  eat, 
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*^ennie  Costrounis  7 

«  ^8ke  It  good,  Jennie  ond  hurry  .  end  to  me,  iivould  you  like  to  see 
my  home?  It  is  pi  etty,  but  it  cost  so  i'.uoh,  1  have  to  try  to  save  to 
pay  for  it,  Uy  husband  hs  say  Aw,  why  dost  you  :-end  the  clothes  out  to 

the  laundry,  its  to  mo  ,'ch  trouble  to  you  to  wash  them,  but  no  I  try  to 

help  him  by  washing  and  then  I  get  so  tired  I  hove  to  lie  down,  and  that 

i  s  why  you  no  see  me  until  now,  I  take  a  nap,  I  so  tired  that  hove  to  . 

‘'ennie  now  serves  a  delicious  drink,  r.sde  from  cherry  and  su-or  and 

ice  cold  water,  er^d  a  s-andwich  end  some  choclate  ca  ndy, 

iirs  Castrounis  cays,  Jennie  you  dont  know  how  to  moke  it  good  like; 

you  went  and  put  sugar  end  you  su’^rosed  to  'Ut  cherry  s,  ruu  1  wonder 

why  It  is  no  sweet  ard  rot  dark  e  ough,  she  dont  knov7  how  b’pv  to  do 

mooch,  she  go  to  school  all  her  life,  and  I  vork  cll  my  life.  I  went  to 

make  her  smart  and  so  she  could  moke  a  good  wife  to  a  rich  man  if  he 

come  to  her.  but  he  no  come,  'hat  she  will  have,  she  like  her  piano  and 

she  may  not  get  married  if  she  dont  be  careful. 

dent 

But  mother  dear,  l/have  to  get  married  if  I  dont  find  someone  that 
I  love  do  I? 

*^he  mother  shakes  her  bead  to  us  os  though  she  dont  understand  this 

(• 

child  of  hers,  buf^she  has  much  admirctlon  for  iicr  hat  is  visible. 

":\'y  daddy  he  will  tell  you  all  the  things  ‘hat  you  want  to  know  about 
Greece  and  the  questions  you  esk  me  if  you  will  wait  for  him  to  come  to 
rest,  he  is  not  feeling  so  well  comes  h.ome  to  rest  a  little  in  the 
afternoon  for  an  hour,  he  is  taking  the  doctors  Instructions  in  doing 
that,  lie  is  losing  all  his  hair,  it  is  runny, he  is  losing  it  ir.  snots 
ever;  his  beard  is  coming  out,  tie  has  been  to  the  skin  specialist  and  he 
is  giving  him  the  treatment  for  it.  He  7rould  like  to  talk  for  he  never 
gets  enough  of  talking * 

"  iljis  is  my  brother  Mike,  he  works  with  my  dodddy  at  the  restaurant 
”  *'here  Is  daddy?  He  come  with  you? 

"  Yes,  he  is  coming  in,  he  is  doing  something  to  the  / 
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*^ennie  Castrounis  8 


Mike  is  tall  and  handsome,  much  larger  than  the  ordinary  sixteen  year 

old.  He  is  busy  getting  a  both  before  his  father  gets  ready  to  go  back 

to  the  restaurant  and  does  not  take  any  time  to  chat.  Hut  his  sister 

soys  that  he  has  gone  to  school  at  ^ernandina  until  two  Jieers  ago  and 

since  than  to  the  High  School  in  the  Springfield  section  and  is  now 

on  t  e  football  team  and  although  they  have  recently  built  thier  home 
in 

§§  the  Riverside  section  he  is  not  going  to  change  because  of  the  nride 
he  feels  in  the  ####  football  team  he  is  on. 

Mr.  Castrounis  enters  the  room  and  is  fondly  greeted  by  his  wife 

» 

you  so  kindly  questions,  Are  you  feeling  some  better,  huh?  Did  you 

fel  like  talking  to  the  lady  she  has  a  letter  from  the  preacher, 

he  says  it  is  a  good  thing  to  tell  her  anything  she  wants  to  know 

if  you  feel  like  talking, ^ome  John  I  will  tell  her,  Dis  is  my  hus’ban 

he  talk  to  you,  yOu  have  to  excuse  him  not  dressed  up  he  been  work’^in. 

Jennie, get  daddy  something,  no  I  get  it  fcr  him  . 

Jennie  smiles  at  me  as  if  to  say  something  about  her  family,  there 

is  much  love  expressed  for  eack  other. 

iit^r.  Castrounis^is  very  friendly  and  cordial  saying,  why  sure  I  tell 

you  whatever  I  can,  1  dont  know  if  you  can  h’understand  me  very  much 

cause  I  have  been  busy  working  and  couldn’t  learn  to  sneak  so  well  the 

English,  but  I  love  it.  The  people  are  so  good,  America  is  the  best 

country  in  the  world  for  the  forgiener.  I  come  to  dls  a  coontry 

8  long  time  ego  meebe  35  year  ogp  I  will  no  forget  the  day  I  got  to  dls 

coontry,  I  left  the  b^^^J  at  Ellis  Island  and  the  government 

search  me  to  see  that  have  no  sickness  on  me 

officials  they 

or  anything  that  I  should  not  have,  and  then  I  get  lost  from  the  people 
that  I  come  over  here  with  on  the  boat  and  so  I  take  the  ferry  end  come 
into  New  York,  and  have  my  sui teases  in  my  hands,  both  hands  so  full  and 
I  walk  and  walk  end  I  no  see  a  greek  at  all  and  finally  I  begin  to  cry 
1  was  twenty-two  but  I  cry  tha  people  so  many  end  yet  no  body  to  know 
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Jennie  Castrounie  ^ 

my  trouble  or  ooul^l  understand  the  langua^^e  I  speslc,  so  I  just 
walk:  end  cry  end  at  lest  e  bees  policemen,  the  bignest  man  I  ever  seen 
walk  up  to  me  end  he  sotae thing  to  me  I  look  up  like  dis,  {  here  he  turns 
his  head  sideways  and  looks  up)he  say  It  eg{^4>n,  very  gruff  and  I  no  know 
what  he  soy  so  I  just  shake  my  head  and  no  say  nothing,  then  he  soy, 
"Speak  German"?  and  1  just  shake  my  head  and  nothing  egoin,  then  he  say, 
"■^peok  Italian?'’  and  I  say  "Hoy  I  know  some  Italian  and  know  he  say 
Italian,  -tlicn  he  suy  "Greek"  and  then  I  smile  very  happy  and  he  sey 
yes.  understand  then  and  take  me  by  the  arm  and  tell  me  come  on, 

he  take  me  to  the  comer  where  then  was  a  Greek  and  he  say  talk  for  the 
man,  and  talk  to  dis  man,  and  he  did.  'ihen  the  man  he  ask  me  my  trouble 
and  I  tell  him  I  en  lost  from  my  friend  s  Gi^d  tiiot  I  ^ust  get  i  from 
greece  to  day  on  the  boat  and  my  friends  they  lose  me,  the 

big  policemon  he  take  me  to  the  hotel  where  I  find  my  friends  end  then 
I  take  a  train  to  Virginia  and  then  I  get  e  Senboard  train  for  Tarpon 
Springs,  dere  I  find  my  brudder  nad  my  H’unole  ,  dey  there  in  the 
sponge  business  nnd  I  go  to  work  and  make  some  money, but  dere  was  no 
so  much  moiiey  In  th^  cooontry  at  that  tine,  but  I  ’n  not  old  enough  to 

I* 

epprecIatvO  th?-:  money  I  did  make  and  it  do  me  n-,  rood  mooch.  Leter  I 
marry  and  get  the  widow  with  this  daughter  heie  and  we  hove  a  son  so 
I  start  0  business  of  my  ow;  in  Fernandlna,  a  r- staurant  and  ever  since 
I  make  a  living  in  the  business. 

"  I  marry  a  widow  she  make  a  good  wife  for  she. had  a  hard  time  with 
her  life  end  she  know  how  to  help  me.  4nd  we  get  along  very  good,  we 
no  quit  like  the  *^meric8n  people  do  if  we  no  like  the  wife,  we  like  the 
wife  she  be  good  to  us  and  we  no  can  quit  her  but  for  only  seven  differ¬ 
ent  reasons  in  the  church.  Just  seven,  and  most  Greeks  kssp  the  rules 
of  the  church,  but  in  Greece  the  government  enforces  the  rules  of  the 
church,  but  in  did  coontry  they  esn  doo  like  they  went  to  about  the 


^t»L  I  o«  "i^MXdtJtii’it  tli' 


B9»i  aam  0t»iil^:f  a  fwji,  tw  in*a;g4^4f 


ir:rtisf  ^f1  s'Z'^rf  wu*i' «5  .jlq^.  X  m  m  oi:‘'‘^.  ^S§m 


'«  ntd 

itrjr 


ftcvd  on-^X  hm  Xtkn^  fi:  tixM 

I  '  ’  ■ '  '  ■’i'ltri  ■  '^  '  '  "  "  "  %■  ''  '■'^  :  .  *‘'^-  ’  .■:^^  ■•,;  ,iy  ,:j 

,xhv  Q-I  X' 

■'*  Vi  '’'v  “  -3®  '  ^  ni 

.vae  ^6  0»f*^  .Dlimia  n»^ixMrta»  ¥”oiii«miiJlkf^<|S.' 

veu  stf  woni!.  6a#  riaitlaJt  miob  irotis(''I  7o«".,  t***!  eR»  ••-?»«l;:jt/»»); 


f 


if  .  .  ^'  '"'ffl*  ‘’'^'  '  y«?  ’  ■*  "*’• 

t'Tm  ?^d  XT;y¥/’9£ia'o  X , 'ft,J3![,4i.«f'sfc 

'■  -  '  '.,i  ■^'■;,  i  ..:.^  ..f- 

.,ttc  flffl  i'Xi,;r,„l)a«:' Ml#  »d# 

-  .  .  .^ ,  ■'  iik  -34  »  m 

I  '  .-  "  ,  .  \^~  i- 


alduo'x?  'in  ■^•;i  ><Mtx  !lri  *ae^B  9ri?-^ifX  X'filfc  sd  6vt«';a«i«i 

*■  —  •V  ■  ■--,  ■ 


'■ 


■ '  -  -^  -  i  -ill'  .  '%%•!. g 

-,  ifiontl  -t  1  i9ili  bm^tf  tfiitM.xai  aicit  ;rHala 

,9«.  *>eoX  m\\m ' 

/i*>ry4  .6au  vffl* 'X  X9;r-orf'  taj;  ^i^w4  o.r»j5ii-5?i:l'0gr 

•  '  'i*  ''  ’  r  •  -  rim:  1^.  '• 

cinq  itsX  10^'  fii  «T '■  t§  I  pt  ' 


y'- 


V>*' 


uj  ^  faas^^lt  xiSi  baVX 


r-i 


■s  t^v  ^iifd*'£0iiim' *wnoe- »>'<«S0--Cina' jfxie-*^..  c;f  c^M 

■  ‘  ,  S''.'  ^  ■"  '  .•*•■'■  .  '^■•■■■?^' 

'iMijc'^x* -jiXc  r  3-110  V.xj’nccoo’' ttt 

"...  '  ^'  >  '  ''  '■?'  'll''  • '-  /■*'  ^ 


'&!&- 1  xmmyfuX^^' 


i  -.drc^:  ,  d?>Oc;iJ  bOO'  t'i  ^-i  bfo  Jl  -fixia 

,  '  '•  "'  "■  •  »•!  ,« 

‘  a  nc  I*.  «  <>  i'  cid  ^3.  i:»ftei  d^tif  irohiif  9<sr 

K-'  ■  ^  -■ 


f^vnU  -i-  V'ii-  fi>  •’  a  ,  . cli  \«ro  ^  I 

■  ■  •  .'■  ''  '  >•  ^  '  >  ,,  •  ■>.^r'''- 


' (il  Jt ,4 


'i'X:  £>7«rf  SI  9i}e  'lo’l  !f>c»oB  a '  >tfe.  :«''p.li|'S'  «' ^  va'"'  ■': 


%iT.o/a  $9:?,  »K.'  Cjr  wei 


’Ji 


i'v  -''•i  'l  Jrf'-''  aft 

ii&r^c  viJ'Kj  dfjtrp  oaviw':iSfa«t  fell/ 'i>a oil? 

,  i  f  -  ',/  ' '  '.  m  ■  '’  ' 

«i‘.Cy*T  »n3  <y«n^ii  rtfjj&Vao  fta# 

-  ■  ‘  '■  '  ■  :'^' 


i\i  ■ 


Tq  iftXu’x  udi  «^9’50*l[«9•  rit«aL*ri#T<^3  *4# 

■*  '■  'i,  -'  "  4, 


'»ii^  s^/oo'oi  o3  3.1#^'’ 

'  -iBj. 


vSft 


ttdP'<ifei&«>  l| 


f  m 


is4  x’iifsrswdaf 

'^■S^tilll 


JTennle  Ceatrounla  10  ' 

"  The  Patrleroh  he  is  powerfull  In  Greece  he  ia  the 

lew  dere  just  like  the  ^ope  has  the  power  over  thecaihollcs  so  does 
he  have  rower  over  the  Greeks  all  over,  the  Arch-bishop,  he  Is  in 
Long  Island  and  he  is  under  the  -^atrierch.  But  the  people  over  In 
Greece  they  suffer  under  the  government  rule  for  they  ere 

meintlening  so  much  a  big  army  that  the  people  they  a  uffer  and  they 
spend  all  to  feed  the  army,  my  sister  says  that  they  can  only  have 
meat  onee  a  month,  and  that  in  Germany  they  ere  only  allowed  to  hove  it 
once  a  week  and  the  sane  in  Italy,  1  dont  like  no  Hitler  or  f^ossollnl, 
'’they  got  0  tiic totorship  over  there  in  ureece  just  like  In  Germany 
and  Italy,  end  ny  sister,  sh.e  lives  in  Jsthens,  but  she  no  allow  to  tell 
me  much  about  tne  coontry  for  they  rend  oil  the  letters  end  if  yon  say 
anything  against  the  government  they  will  run  you  out  of  it,  the  people 
suffer  I  know,  but  they  no  con  writ ^  mooch  to  me  about  the  conditions 
there. 

”  0,  yes  dis  is  the  best  coontry  in  the  world  Iknow,  I’m  a  Pemodrate 

I?m  for  Bemocrscy  alright,  the  president  the  do  the  best  he  con, 

thing  have  to  be  dope  for  t  e  people  and  he  do  the  bast  he  con,  I  wish 

«» 

he  will  run  for  the  trird  time,  he  would  surely  get  bock  In  the  office 
8  gain,  he  is  a  fine  fellow,  a  friend  of  all  the  right  things  end  the 
wight  peoples. 

"  I  finish  High  School  in  Greece  and  study  Greek  mythology  and  that 
is  the  most  interesting  thing  to  study,  my  son  he  study  same  mythology 
and  my  daughter  but  they  no  know  anything  ebotu  it  like  they  ter-chin 
my  old  country,  it  Is  very  good. 

I  got  my  books  and  I  like  to  read  them  when  I  Save  time  to,  but  I 
have  very  little  time  to  read,  I  mu  t  be  at  the  restaurant,  that  is  e 
job  you  have  to  be  there  to  keep  the  buoiness  going,  I  ma're  good  though 
I  matee  a  government  loan  to  get  this  house  built  and  it  cost  me  6,000 
dollars  and  I  buy  new  furniture  for  my  home  too,  come  see. 
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Jennie  Caatrounls  ■  "F 

"  I  like  the  pretty  home  acd  I  make  my  family  happy  too  ao  it  is 
alright,  the  house  has^  seven  rooms  and  we  got  plenty  of  room,  theres 
8  garden  for  my  wife  and  daughter  to  make  flowers  in  and  they  keep 
e  lot  of  them  so  I  can  take  some  to  the  t)U3in6ss  ^ith  me  each  day,  make 
it  look  good  to  the  people  and  I  like  them,  I  can  say, my  ’Alfe  she  meke^ 
em  end  I  feel  proud,  you  going  back  to  town  with  me,  I  take  you 

in  my  cor,  the  boy  he  get  it  out  of  the  garage  and  we  will  go  my  wife 

.  » 

she  go  tool  to  see  a  sick  friend  end  she  take  some  flowers  and  my 
daughter  she  go  al^ng  to  bring  the  cor  back,  my  wife  she  r.o  lec-rn  to 

drive  it  yet.  V 

!■  '  \ 

’’  I  go  get  my  little  Jimmie  out  of  the  cage  for  a  little  fun,  he  like 


to  get  out  and  play  with  me  everyday  when  I  come  home,  vstch  now  , how 
he  kees  me,  t  is  bird  is  seven  ysois  old  and  I  think  he  has  old  age 
trouble  but  he  still  sing  so  mooch  he  wek  me  up  in  the  morning* 
Alright  we  will  go,  where  you  get  out  at?  my  da  ughter  she  take 
you  where  you  want  to  go,  come  see  me  again  if  I  can  do  any  thing  to 
help. 
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Miss  J^nie  Caetrounis 


linger 


"Old  Desnos"  eoid  "3ta-Xena-Traho.  “ 


Miss  Cixstrounis  is  a  popular  young  lady  oaiong  her  raoa  and  vfeii- 
knoisn  and  porhaps  alairod  by  a  nuabor  of  American  laailies. 

She  teaches  voice  culture  and  piano,  -^lie  has  pupils  o£  several 
nationalities,  diss  Castroiuiis  has  a  likafclo  personality,  her  friond- 
liness  and  .Undiy  interest  is  no  doubt  xhc  moans  of  her  many  friends 
among  the  various  races. 

Jennie  Castrounis  graduated  from  the  Catholic  Convent  specializing 
in  piano  and  voice  culture.  She  recently  r^on  a  s-year  scholarship  of¬ 
fered  by  the  Jachsonville  College  of  iVIusic. 

Although  born  of  parents  native  of  Greece,  her  ability  in  speaking 
and  writing  her  pative  tongue  la  limited. 


There  are,  however,  perhaps  the  best  known  and  loved  by  her  race, 
some  songs  she  has  accomplished.  Two  of  these  are  "Old  Domos**  a 
favorite  of  the  Greek  raoe.  Hiis  is  a  dying  war  hero’s  song.  And 
Sta-Xana-Traho .  Tnls  is  a  well  loved  song  of  their  Hoinslaad.  Supposed¬ 


ly  sung  by  a  wanderer  from  his  native  country. 
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Old  Deaos*  'Song  of  a 
I  dying  soldieri  by 
.  .  Jennie  Castrounis.  Greek* 
Oot.  4.  1939. 

^  I 


Go  gather  all  my  sons,  I'm  tired.  I've  had  no  sleep  for  40  years. 

I  fight  all  the  time.  I've  had  no  good  oold  water,  never  get  good  bread. 


ily  heart  it  leaks  blood  constantly.  Who  knows  what  kind  of  a  tree 
will  grow  over  my  grave? 

If  it  is  a  .sycamore.  I'll  be  under  the  shade. 


Little  Soldier,  Young  Soldiers,  Little  Robbers,  i'll  hang  my  gun 
on  the  tree. 


Run  Son,  run,  throw  my  gun  on  my  grave  that  soon  will  be  made  for  me 

V 

£iy  heart  is  soon  giving  out,  it  leaks  so  much  blood.  j\nd  I  think 

i 

the  wound  in  my  body  is  deep. 

0,  I  wish  I . knew  what  kind  of  a  tree  will  soon  grow  on  my  grave. 

(• 

Run,  good  little  soldiers  and  out  some  green  bushes  with  blossoms 
and  fix  my  bed  to  sleep. 

God  knows  what  kind  of  a  tree.  If  it  be  a  r.syoamore  I'll  bo  under 
the  shade. 


Hang  my  gun  up  on  a  limb  and  sing  about  my  young  bravo  days.  I 
have  been  a  hero. 


Go  get  borne  Springwater,  so  that  you  may  wash  your  hands  at  my 
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old  Domos  ooatlnued. 


grave  (v^ioh  was  a  custom  at  the  burial  of. a  famous  soldier). 

\ 


I  am  wounded*  run*  run*  run  up  the  mountain  and  shoot  my  gun 
once  more  so  I  can  hear  the  sound  of  my  own  rifle,  just  one  more  time. 


As  the  soldier  hears  the  sound  of  his  own  rifle  he  crosses  his 
arms  as  to  crossfire  and  dies. 

\ 

This  written  just  as  the  Song  was  translated  by  Jennie  Castrounis 
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Sta^Xeaa-Traho 
(I  Wandor  in  Far  Away  Lands) 

October  4»  1939*  Sung  by 
Jennie  Castrounis*  Greek, 

'  .  J 

Record  C-//2,  * 

IIo,  4.  Sta-Xena-Traho 

I  wander  in  a  far  away  land.  My  heart,  it  is  not  here  Y/ith  me, 

I  think  of  your  nountoins.  You  are  niy  dear  Mother  Country 
Dear  Hellar,  liy  Mother, 

I  cannot  do  inuoh  but  think  of  you,  I  know  you  lauat  pray  for  ne 
to  come  horae, 

/ 

If  I  die  here  and  cannot  coma  hane  to  you.  My  heart  it  will  not 
be  here, 

I  work  to  come  back  to  you  and  all  the  time  I  can  think  only 
about  you.  Your  sweet  face,  My  Mother*!  My  dear  Hollar, 

(Mother  Country  answers  to  the  wanderer). 

My  Son,  if  ;/ou  are  living  in  the  wilderness,  I'm  sorry,  £ut 
I'm  alone  with^t  you,  uishing  for  you,  longing  for  you  to  return 
With  my  wishes  you  will  always  live  with  me, 

i 

But  my  son,  if  you  forget  me  for  a  minute.  If  you  think  of  another 

I 

Country  as  your  own  I  will  not  bless  you  with  my  good  wishes. 

Think  only  of  your  dear  Hellar 
Your  dear  Mother  Country 
Your  dear  Sweet  Hellar, 

Wanderer! 

Every  country  gives  you  honor  which  you  rightly  deserve. 
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Continued 

My  dear  Country  even  if  1  die  far  away  and  along  for  laonths* 
even  if  I  am  always  a  stranger  I  will  still  love  you  and  think  of  you 

I  am  a  deserter  and  I  aia  hoartsiok.  My  heart  and  my  mind  will 
always  think  only  of  you, 

My  dear  Sweet  Country 
My  dear  Mother  Country 
My  only  Mother 
My  dear  Sweet  Hellar. 
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Jacksonville,  Fla. 
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Me-Xeharax,  Haithe  and  Mousmoulia, . 

Mr.  John  Castrounis  at  2685  Dellv/ood  in  his  new  brick  home.  He 
seems  to  feel  honored  to  aid  us  TiVith  his  songs,  although  he  claims  no 
ability  for  himself  but  says  the  songs  he  will  sing  are  those  he  heard 
as  a  child,  sung  without  music# 


Mr#  Castrounis  is  so  eager  to  begin  his  singing  he  doesn't  wait 
until  the  machine  is  set  for  the  recording,  but  aLmost  immediately 
bursts  into  song# 

Tnere  is  much  joy  evident  in  his  eyes  and  action# 


He  was  neatly  dressed  and  displayed  the  hospitality  so  evident 
among  his  race.  ■ 

i 

As  prepardTtions  were  in  progress  Mr.  Castrounis  continued  to  sing, 

which  seemed  to  worry  Mrs.  Castrounis  and  she  said,  "'-^ait,  John,  don't 

\ 

sing  so  mooc]a  nov/,  you  will  be  tired  and  can't  sing  when  they  are  ready," 

Mrs.  Castrounis  was  worrying  around  insisting  upon  serving  some 
drinks  and  cakes. 

John  Castrounis  runs  a  cafe  in  an  industrial  zone  on  Beaver  Street. 
He  is  in  partnership  with  George  Poulas,  another  Greek,  They  alter¬ 


nate  their  working  hours 
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Jenni©  tried  to  plan  an  aooompaniment  to  the  songs  her  father 
would  sing,  Tlie  songs  he  planned  to  sing  he  said,^were  never  put  to 

A 

music.  He  recalls  the  tunes  from  childhood  memory,  Mr,  Castrounis 
sings  lustily  and  shows  a  fondness  for  the  limelight  of  interest.  He 
had  no  difficulty  in  singing  his  songs  without  music  and  his  apparent 
joy  and  thrill  of  the  whole  matter  brought  understanding  smiles  from 
each  of  the  family, 

^The  singing  of  the  old  Greek  Song  seemed  to  bring  real  pleasure 
to  both  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Castrounis  but  they  found  equivalent  difficulty 
in  giving  complete  translation  in  English, 

The  songs  Mr,  Castrounis  sang  were  popular  love  ballads  during 
his  youth  in  Greece, 

1,  Me-Xeharax  is  a  love  song  meaning:  You  forget  me, 

2,  Haithfi^  a  girl's  name,  Mr.  Castrounis  said,  «Let*s  call 
it  the  same  as  Helen." 

These  songs  appear  to  be  repetitions  of  declarations  of  love, 

\ 

3,  Moumoulia;  meaning  the  ficat  place  I  met  you,  « 
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2nd  Verse: 
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Me-Xehasax  -  Love  Song  r  , 
(You  Forget  Me)  -3-’ 
October  4,  1939  -  Sung  by-^ 

John  Castrounis.  Greek 


/ 

•Xahasax 

You  forget  me  and  you  must  not  like  me  anymore, 

You  look  at  me  and  laugh,  you  don't  talk  to  me  anymore. 

I  know  you  don't  love  me  by  the  way  .you  treat  me. 

You  act  like  I'm  a  stranger  to  you. 

It  is  hurting  my  heart. 

You  forget  me  -  do  you  forget  me? 

You  don't  give  me  your  s'//eet  kisses  and  love  me 
Like  you  used  to  do. 

You  are  spoiled  child.  You  want  me  to  plead  with  you. 

Come  on  to  me  and  stop  teasing  me. 

\ 

I  want  to  caress  you.  I  v/ant  you. 

I  v/ant  to  caress  you  in  my  arms. 

Y.£>a  forget  me  -  ''^hy  do  you  forget  me? 
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Haithe  (Helen) 

October  4,  1939,  Sung  by 
'John  Castrounis.  Greek. 
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Record  E-2 


Haithe^ 

0,  Haithe,  come  and  sit  on  my  knee, 

I  will  love  you,  I  want  you  in  my  arms, 

0,  Haithe,  I  am  in  pain  of  love  for  you, 

t 

I  am  in  pain  to  love  you. 

You  are  the  only  one  who  can  make  me  feel  better. 
Don't  listen  to  other  people. 

Listen  only  to  my  heart, 

I  yearn  for  you  all  liight  and  in  the  day 
I  can  only  think  of  you,  I  sigh  for  you, 

I 

I  wish  you  v/ould  have  pity  on  me  and  come  to  my  arms, 
I  am  full  of  love.  If  only  you  could  see  ho’.v  sick 
Of  desire  I  am  for  you, 

J 

f 

This'^ickness  is  like  a  burning  flame.  Come 

Put  out  the  fire,  I'm  so  full  of  love  for  only  you, 

iily  Haithe.  i 
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v'  -  Mousmoulia 

(Ths  First  Place  I  Met  You) 

October  4,  1939.  Sung  by- 
John  Castrounis.  Greek. 

/ 

c  * 

Continuation  of  Record  E-2 

Mousmoulia 

I  will  plant  a  beautiful  plum  tree  on  the  place  where  first  I 
met  you. 

As  the  shade  grows  darker  my  love  will  grow  brighter  for  you. 

1 

I  will. lie  down  and  sleep  and  smell  the  sweet  blossoms  reminding 
me  of  your  breath. 

Fnen  I  pick  a  plum  to  eat  I  shall  think  I'm  kissing  your  sweet  lip 
Every  breeze  that  moves  the  leaves  will  bring  me  happy  dreams. 

Chorus 

Before  your  old  mean  Grandmother  teach  you  to  say  no,  come  to  me 
and  say  Yes,  Come  to  me  and  say  Yes.  I  wish  sne  v^ould  teach  you  to 
say  Yes  instead  of  No, 

Open  up  you^-  heart  and  let  my  heart  tell  you  about  my  love. 

It  will  tell  you  how  much  I  love  you.  When  hearts  talk  they  do 

# 

not  lie.  So  please  listen  to  my  heart  for  awnile  and  you  v/ill  know 
hovj-  deep  my  love  is.  Come  to  my  arms  and  you  will  never  leave  my  heart 


■>^  ■  Sir  .5^  -.  ■'  -I '  ■ 


Vp.,  ,  '■■■ 


pf*',  ', 

1 


v''"  '■: 

>",■  u  ■; . ' 

■  ■■  ■  .  i\  :■ 


>...^  -r  ^7.  ■  ■ 

ir  ,,  ■ .  ■■  V  ‘r'**!  _  _ 

'  ^  ^ ' i w:)i 

■:  '  ',■' w.-i^-'/:'''.''' '',$-j;-' '"’■■“■’fir''  ■'  w  ■'■.'h^','' 


7' '..■t:7;’’'~ : 


f 


4, 

■'  ■■  ■"■■'  .'>■  l-  '  Jr'  .:'f^'*'-  .  ,  ...  ^  ,  .  .*51,,  './J- — -rj^w, 

*‘  '  '  ■  '  '.  ’  '  ^■  ■■‘■^  ^  ■'  ^r"  ■'  ' 

eiRCMS'gaid  lo.»w»  =«i'it."l'ij«.»i  ^nl' 


"  ■’  ■■'  A.  ''.  •  '■',.  '■’■'■  .•feA''-!^;"'7A;v  ,)1?'..  ,  ■'  '  .  •-7-‘ 

,nxa9H,h  m  Xit^  edl^ 

lOii  M'JifS^'t'’^i6skin'm^'t^ 

■■^'  -i'  '  :  '  ^r  'J^I 

ti4»  (»#  #  *iif30f  XJf^0.  %a*: 

'■  ;:V!| 

(pvc,  r  ,.1  ^  -fiW»<iO 

“  ■■^(^  .  ii 


oji\.p^  wtaop  \oa. 


Dt  ijo*^  bXyo^f *«;»* 

..  ' '■  :3 


S', 


’■■ir': 


f  i^yri  «ft64'4  iX  ■ 


*-  tL.. 


‘■i’: 


■,ro<r-'  Jl  I4:w'  li*S> 

v;r.- --^-arV  x.'«  ,'C^  fc'q«  ot  9titcf^J'^^i9flllf'^ 


ji  w'. 

rfef  - 


EF1S-H'''ii3 


i. 


1 


,5- 


.  .fi  ■-  ■  ,-,t  «  ,,  „'"  ».i-,.  '.  » 


..  .y 


'>ji 


^  -iV 


The  C-'oooris  family  live  at  952  LaSalle  Street,  South  Jacksonville;  in  their 
three  apartment  house*  Eaoh  apartment  consists  of  six  rooms  and  the  apartments 
have  separate  entrances.  The  house  is  badly  in  need  of  paint  and  the  grounds  are 
at  preasnt  poorly  kept, 

V/hen  I  rang  the  door-bell,  a  oheery  voice  called  out,  "Just  a  minute,  I  have 
to  go  throughthe  next  apartment;  something  has  happened  to  our  look  and  it  makes 
it  very  inoonvienient  to  answer  the  door. 

In  a  moment  a  tall,  darlq^j!  girl,  dressed  in  pretty  polka-dot  pagamas  and  a 
loose,  wrfnite  slip-on  sweater  came  out  of  the  nest  door  and  climbed  over  the  little 
bannister  railing  that  separated  the  porches, She  was  smiling  and  courteous.  She 
gave  the  door-knob  a  quick  little  twist  and  push  which  seemed  to  take  an  effort, 

"  Come  right  in  and  take  a  seat,  while  I  see  if  daddy  has  woke  up. 

The  living-room  where  I  waited  was  a  bright  and  cheeery  place,  but  typio  J^qf 
alll  the  ^reek  furnishings  and  decorations;  there  v;ere  numerous  and  unique  bric-brac 
all  about  the  room,  there  ware  also  several  large  hand-painted  vases  lilled  with 
artificial  flowers,  thes  were  placed  attractively  throughout  he  room,  -^nd  as  usual 
—  the^e  several  pieces  of  exquisite  hand./ork  ^  these  were  on  the  mantle  and  the  chair- 
backs.  One  striking  feature  of  the  furninhings  v/as  the  large  oil  painting  of  Hr, 

Coooris  vhioh  hangs  to  the  left  of  the  entrance.  The  picture  almost  covers  the 
entire  side  of  he  wall  from  the  corner  to  the  window,  '^he  picture  is  about  lour  and 
one  half  feet  wide  and  five  feet  in  length.  There  v/as  a  soft^^g  on  the  floor  and 
the  furniture  w'as  the  usual  overstaffed  three  pieces,  in  green  mohair.  The  bright 
glovdng  coal  fire  added  to  the  comfort  of  the  room.  As  I  waited  I  could  discern  the 
usual  rich  aroma  of  meat  cooking  a^id  highly  flavored,  I  also  saw  that  the 

dining-room  was  only  recently  used  as  the  table  had  not  bedn  cleared  form  the  noon¬ 
day  lunch. 

The  meal  had  been  served  on  a  lovely,  linen  ^uid  lace  cloth.  And  the  places 
had  been  sei;  for  five.  The  china-closet  v/as  filled  with  many  beautiful  dishes  and 
glassware,  here  was  also  a  fire  in  the  large  circulating  heater  in  this  room. 

At  latt  when  M^'‘C  ocoris  came  in,  he  said?¥ell,  I  think  I  am  getting  lazy 
with  all  this  good  nursing  my  vdfe  and  ray  little  Mary  here^  give  me, 

^r,  C  oooris  is  a  little  man,  probably  no  rocrrpjdian  five  feet  tall.  His  eyes 
are  most  impressive  and  there  is  a  twinkle  in  thera^j^^most  ww«^=^%€E-make  you  laugh, 

He  began  rubbing  the  rinkles  from  his  pagamas  shirt,  and  saying,"!  have  to  take  a 
nap  every  day  since  I  came  back  form  the  hospital,  I  had  to  go  there  for  a  treatment 
for  my  kidneys^  they  tell  me  lorn  a  sick  man,  but  they  dont  know  that  I  a  long  way 
from  dying  yet, 

Mr,  C  oooris  added9you  come  on  in  hefe  and  sit  to  the  table  where  you  oan 

write  a  little  better  tha  n  in  the  chair,  Mary^make  the  lady  a  cup  of  coffee,  and  - - 

to  me.  How  about  something  to  eat? 

^  was  served  he  explained  that  perhaps  I  like  to  have  mine 

diluted^  as  it  v/as  made  from  finely  ground  Greek  ^offee  and  unaccustomed  to 

its  tast  has  difficulty  in  really  getting  the  enjoyment  that  he  should, Mr,  ^oooris 
said,  "  I  like  mine  straight  and  strong,  ^en  this  I  should  not  drink,  but  I  cant 
give  up  everything  that  I  am  use  to  just  to^fO  pleas  e  the  doctors,  he  doesn't  vrant 
me  to  drink  any  more  or  smoke  anymore  so  vdiat  is  an  old  man  going  to  do? 

’’Now  then  you  want  me  to  tell  you  about  the  sponge  fishing  days?  ^hat  is  a 
pretty  little  story  to  tell, but  it  has  a  sad  ending  to  it,  cause  I  am  broke  now. 
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Now  Mr*  Coooris  I  want  you  to  tell  me  just  why  you  oame  to  Amerioa  and 
something  about  your  life  in  G  reece  before  you  oame  to  this  country* 

"  Well,  that  is  a  long  time  age  and  I  might  have  forgot  more  than  I 
oan  remember,  but  I  oein  remember  one  thing  very  v/ell  and  that  is  just 
this  one  thing— I  always  wa  nted  to  oome  to  this  country  ever  since  I  v/as 
just  a  little  boy  and  I  alv/ays  planned  on  it  ever  since  I  could  talk. 

“  You  see  my  mother  s  brother  was  in  the  sponge  fishing  business  in 
the  old  country  and  I  can  never  forget  one  thing  too,  that  is  that  nearly 
all  the  time  some  of  the  families  were  in  black,  mourning  for  the  death  of 
of  some  of  their  families*  You  see  there  were  so  many  daagers  in  the  sponge 
business  there  and  nothing  could  be  done  about  it.  We  had  in  the  business 
about,  oh  I  guess  anpvhere  from  165  to  2Q3  deaths  in  one  year*  And  you  oan 
see  that  is  terrible*  I  had  one  big  vash,  it  was  more  than  a  wish  it  was  a 
dream  that  I  had  day  and  night,  it  never  left  me^it  just  haunted  me,  I 
must  go  to  Amerioa  to  see  if  I  could  learn  some  way  to  save  these  peoples 
lives*  There  were  too  ma  ny  of  them  dying* 

**  I  was  a  smart  little  boy  and  my  father's  friends  vrould  tell  my  mother 

and  father  tha  t  I  would  make  a  good  thin^  of  my  life  sometime, for  I  was  too 

smart  not  to  amount  to  ssomething,  I  wa  nted  to  show  thvnn  that  I  could  do 
something.  I  wad  the  oldest  of  the  children  of  which  there  wefe  two  brothers 
and  three  sisters.  The  boys  always  feel  a  responsibklity  for  the  sisters  in  the 
family  and  they  want  to  do  something  to,  help, 

"  My  fat  her  was  a  cook  and  then  one  day  he  decided  to  go  into  the  beer  and 
wine  business  which  he  d  id  we  11  with,  B  ut  he  did  not  make  so  much  money  that 
he  could  save  all  bhe  time.  So  I  was  really  surprised  to  find  that  on  my  birth¬ 
day  he  had  save  enought  money  for  me  to  oome  to  Amerioa.  I  was  17  and  full  of 
hope  to  come  here  and  send  back  the  money,  I  had  already  picked  out  ray  girl  for 
my  wife  and  I  told  her  that  I  would  oome  back  and  get  her  someday^ and  v^hen  a 
(Gr e ek  man  tells  a  girl  that  heai.^_^oing:  to  marry^  her  he  always  kejspljils  promi se , 
so  she  had  faith  to  wait  for  me*  I  told  them  all  good  bye  and  they  all  glad  to 

see  me  go*  The  did  not  feel  sorry  to  see  me  go  for  they  knew  that  ^  would  make 

good  and  tha  t  they  vrould  be  proud  of  me* 

The  daughter^ ^ary  sa  t  vath  us,  listening  intently  at  the  story,  §he  said^ 

"  Ihave  never  heard  daddy  tell  this  to  anyone  else  before  and  it  is  interesting 
to  mo* 

"  So  on  my  birthday,  April  1 7th  of  1895  I  sailed  on  the  F  renoh  Line  for  this 
country,  I  was  only  a  kid  then^but  I  was  not  afraid,  I  knew  that  others  had  oome 
to  his  country  and  made  a  good  success  and  I  could  do  it  also*  The  trip  was  inter¬ 
esting  and  I  had  the  chance  to  see  some  interesting  cities  on  my  wa  y  over  here* 

In  those  da  ys  the  transportation  v/as  slowere  and  it  v/as  neeessory  to  stop  oyem  ^ 
for  a  period  ol  several  days  in  different  ports  in  line  of  the  .voyage.  So  I 
Par  is,Harve  and  Landon;  I  stayed  there  in  eac  h  city  for  ^bout  six  or  seven  day 
I  was  glad  to  get  to  this  country  though  and  Ifound  some  of  my  father's  friends 
who  were  good  to  me  and  took  me  around  and  show  me  the  cpty,  I  soon  got  me  a 
job  with  a  sponge  company  i_n_New  York,  _I  just  show  th^m  my  p{^sport_yi&  they  put 
me  right  to  work*  In  a  little  while  I  was  racing  the  biggest  salary  that  I 
f  could  ever  thinkf  getting.  They  pa  id  me  the  big  salary  of  ten  dollars  soon  ofte 
\  I  got  to  work  and  then  irm  little  while  they  were  paying  me  even  more,  I  could 
K  save  and  have  enough^  to 'eat  and  olother  to  wear  out  of  that  and  feel  like  a 
million  dollars,  I  later  stated  diving  and  helping  man  the  fishing  hosts.  They 
raised  me  to  a  better  salary,  but  on  a  whole  I  didn't  make  over  30,00  a  week* 

I  managed  to  save  out  thatf5000*00  in  eight  years*  My  hope  was  to  save  enough 

Vto  get  my  sisters  married  Q-i\d  to  then  get  old  country,  I  was 
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lonesome  for  some  body  to  be  vdth  me  and  help  me*  In  the  early  part  of  1903  I 

went  to  Greece  to  visit  my  family  and  to  get  married.  ^  could  nWstay  there 

long  for  the  company  I  v/orked  for  paid  my  passport  to  Greece,  for' I  had  not  had 
a  vacation  since  I  had  started  to  work  for  them;  they  valued  my  work  that  much. 

"  I  v/as  married  in  the  old  church  v/here  we  had  always  gone  in  our  ohildhoood 
and  then  we  v/ent  to  visit  her  people  and  my  mother's  uncle  \Yho  was  the  sponge 
man  and  told  him  all  the  news  of  the  ^'^ew  York  sponge  fiahing,  we  visited  at 
Hydrea  for  a  little  while.  I  did  not  sta  y  in  Greece  anymore  than  eight  weeks 
'  from  the  time  I  got  j^here.  I  wanted  to  get  back  and  go  to  w6rk  now  for  more 

j  money*  I  had  got  a  i^i/^dream  and  that  was  to  own  a  sponge  business  for  myse  If 

but  I  didn't  tell  ayybody  about  it  I  gust  plan  it  to  myself*  •'hiy  way  when  I 
o  ome  bao  k  I  have  to  go  back  to  work  for  the  same  oo,apny  and  they  seem  tp  get 
my  idear~and  they  send  me  to  KeyJ'/est  as  a  forema  n  of  the  sponge  fisher iesHiere^ 
I'worked  there  for  about  two  years  and  I  had  seen  f i shermen  come"  in  and  buy 
sponge  hooks  from  Tar  pon  Springs,  one  day  I  said  to  one  of  them, 'do  you  think 
there  are  and  good  sponges  in  the  deep  waters  of  Tarpon  Sjwrigs,  they  say,  '  yes, 

5^  so  I  make  my  plans  to  come*  I  buy  a  se  oond-hand  boat  and  a  diver's  suit* 

"  5ho  first  haul  was  excellent  and  I  had  better  hopes  than  oefore  I  started* 
Sooon  I  bought  another  and  then  every  six  months  I  bought  a  new  boat  and  got 
some  good  divers  f  rom  Greece*  The  Key  West  fisheries  were  jealous  of  ome  and 
did  all  they  could  to  keep  me  from  prosper  ing  .They  would  steal  my  materials 
and  cause  me  all  the  trouble  that  thay  could*  I  made  good  and  paid  ny  divers  .3>>eto 
better  than  any  other  operators  did  and  therefore  I  could  have  the  best  ones* 

One  dreek  Vire  made  such  good  hauls  that  I  made  over  all  expenses  2800*00  and 
sue  h  good  business  v/as  too  much  for  them  to  stand  so  they  began  to  threaten 
mw  trith  physical  violence*  I  was  then  sher  iff  in  Tar  pon  Springs 

and  had  to  go  prepared  to  take  care  of  mys  self  *  Theywere  jealous  and  one  day 
when  I  v/ent  into  Key  Ififest  for  some  supplies  I  had  been  gone  from  my  new  boat 
but  only  a  little  while  whem  some  body  came  and  burn  up  my  boat  as  v/ell  as  all 
my  things  including  my  clothes*  I  had  some  nsv;  diving  equippment  in  it  and 
I  lost  everything  .1  knev;  that  they  were  behind  it,  but  I  had  no  v/ay  to  prove 
it  so  they  got  away  with  it  * 

"  ‘had  that  is  where  he  story  about  the  cannon  on  my  yacht  came  from*  I  had 
bought  the  yacht  to  oi'uise  around  and  have  a  good  time,  just  for  pleasure*  And  I 
had  a  little  too  muon  to  drink  one  da  y  and  I  thouhgt  it  might  be  a  g  ood  idea 
to  shov/  them  that  I  could  fix  then  up  if  they  didn't  leave  me  alond  *  Of-oourse 
I  didn't  really  mean  to  do  anything  vdth  it,  but  it  added  a  little  fun  to  my  life 
on  the  water*  "‘hen  I  would  dink  a  little  too  muoh  I  would  like  to  shoot  it  just 
one  e*  It  make  plenty  of  noise  and  adaed  prestige  to  my  yacht. 

^he  story  of  the  cannon  made  Mary  laugh,  she  said,  aduy  you  must  a  have 
been  a  funny  fellow  in  your  younger  days*  I  would  like  to  have  known  you  then* 

You  dont  need  to  wonder  how  we  ge^  like  we  do  sometimes,  since  you  v/ere  such  a 
bad  boy.This  seemed  tj  please  John  Coo  oris,  he  smiled  that  misohievious  wa  y 
that  seemed  to  say,  "  "^hpse  were  the  good  old  days. 

The  d  oor-bell  rang  again  and  Mary  said  something  under  her  breath  about 
having  to  go  outside  to  to  open  the  door*  John  Cocoris  s^id,,^  "  Gji  that  is  the 
preacher;  he  is  coming  to  bring  some  papers  for  me  to  sign.  Then  to  me  he  said 
*I  am  the  new  president  of the  church* 

^  The  Greek  prieat  entered  the  toom  and  drev/  a  chair  to  the  table,  his  wife 

accompanied  him  and  was  the  last  to  be  seated,  there  was  hardly  no  greeting  at  all 
and  they  entered  imxediatl]^#  in  thebusiness  for  which  ho  had  called*  '^he  loud 
talking  brought  Mrs*  C  ocoris  to  the  room,  she  had  been  lying  down  and  on  hearing 
the  priest  she  came  in  saying,"  John,  he  talk  so  loud  he  wake  me  up,  I  wash  the  clothe 
today  and  I  need  rest*  ^here  were  sympathetic  expressions  from  the  preist  and  his 
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^rs*  Coooris  appeared  somewhat  upset  about  being  awakened  from  her  afternoon 
nap,  ^he  greeted  the  preacher  and  his  wife  pleasantly  however  and  began  to  make 
preparations  to  serve  some  refreshments,  she  took  form  the  large,  hand-painted 
cookie  jar  several  dainty  oonfeotions  and  brought  glasses  fo  water,  saying,  " 

The  oof fee  will  be  ready  in  a  minute,  ^hey  all  acted  as  though  this  was  expected 
of  her.  Mrs.  Coo  oris  moved  about  laboniously,  and  slowly  as  though  she  found  it 
a  great  effort. 

^rs,  Skipitaris  finally  inquired  regarding  her  health  and  she  said,  I  am 
well  but,  lam  tired,  I  washed  the  olothes  and  then  there  is  so  muoh  to  do  with 
John  home.  He  will  not  mind,  he  isn'  supposea^  to  smoko  and  we  try  to  keep  the 
cigarettes  from  him  but  he  just  fusses  about  it  when  vre  dont  give  them  to  him. 

He  is  as  much  trouble  a^  a  litt  le  baby.  This  made  the  preacher  laug  h#  and  John 
himself  seemed  to  get  a  big  kick  out  of  the  fact  that  he  v/as  getting  the  attention 
of  the  family. 

Reverend  Skipitaris  addressing  me  said,  "  Young  lady  oan  I  do  any  thing  for 
you  this  time,  I  explianed  to  him  that  I  having  the  story  of  Mr.  ^  oooris  coming 
to  ■^erica  and  the  sponge  business  told  to  mo. 

Mr.  Shipitaris  said,*^he  coming  to  ■^erioa  in  those  days  was  guidance  from 
Gou.  It  was  foretold  in  the  ©Id  Testa  me  n  t  that  all  the  peoples  v^ould  gather 
in  the  Lords  country  and  so  it  was  a  natura  1  thing  for  the  people  to  v/ant  to  come 
to  this  coun:iry  in  hose  days.  But  now  the  people  would  tell  you  a  d  iffersat  kind 
of  story  about  v/hy  they  v/ant  to  come  to  the  ^ev;  ’"'“orld,  today  they  wa  nt  to  come  t  o 
this  country  because  they  like  this  gover  nment  better  than  they  like  any  other. 

■^hey  feel  t^at  they  can  have  more  saSty  here  than  anywhere  in  the  v/orld.  I  came  here 
because  of  Divi^ne  guidance  and  so  did  John  and  a  11  the  people  that  oam.e  here 
in  those  da^s.  e  might  tell  you  that  he  camef^j^;(^j^  wit  h  a  certain  point  in  his 
kind  about  doing  something.  But  if  he  had  not  had  tha  t  desire  he  would  had  the 
desire  to  come  here  anyhov/.  The  times  v/ere  g  ood  in  those  da  ys  and  there  was  plenty 
for  everybody  to  eat  and  there  was  plenty  work.  ut  it  is  not  that  wa  y  now,  the 
t^mes  are  hard  now  and  there  is  need  almost  in  every  faraily.The  economic  conditions 
are  worse  than  they  have  ever  been  and  there  is  no  femedy  so  it  seems. 

“  '  Mr.  floooris  appeared  nervous  while  the  preistjrtalked.  He  continously  tvasted 
an  empty  cigarette  package,  which  seemed  to  annoy  his  daug  hter.  ^he  finally  took 
the  scraps  of  paper  he  had  torn  and  the  package  Itom  him  saying,  ^addy  you  must  not 
be  so  nervous.  Tq  which  he  replied 3l  want  anot.  er  cigarette  then,  you  will  have  to 
give  it  to  me.  I  got^  to  have  it.  1  v/ill  go  get  it  .  There  v/a^  muoh  concern 
given  him  by  every  one.  The  preist  sa  i^.?Bov/  John  you  ought  to  try  to  get  along 
without  so  many,  since  you  know  that  you  must  not  smoke.  Anna  and  Maxy  are  trying  to 
take  oare  of  you. 

John  Coo  oris  by  this  time  was  up  walking  up  and  down  tie  f  loor  briskly,  in  a 
short  nervous  stride.  Mary  looked  at  me  and  shook  her  head,  saying  I  will  get  you 

have  anymore  until  after  you  go  bac  k  to  sleep. 

to  if  he  do  sent  try  to  be  better  and  not 
do  the  things  he  is'  not  supposed  to  do.  He  has  been  home  about  a  month  and  I  had 
rather  have  six  children  to  take  oare  than  him  one  day. 

^r.  Coooris  now  calmed  andrelaxed  said, "I  got  high  biood  pressure  and  bad  kidneys 
from  too  muoh  drink  and  smoke.  I  guess  I  worry  my  family  to  death,  but  Idont  mean  to  . 
Is  there  more  about  the  story  you  wan  t  me  to  tell  you.  I  did  n't  tell  you  how  I 
lost  all  the  money  that  I  make?  j^^All  the  money  that  I  keep  is  the  money  that  I 
give  to  Anna,  she  could  keep  it,  but  I  could  not.  I  would  give  her  500.00  at  a  time 
to  run  the  house  on  and  she  would  put  it  in  the  bank,  he  saved  all  she  could  and 
it  is  a  shame  that  I  didn't  give  her  more  because,  then  I  v/ould  have  something  to 
give  my  poor  children  now  vdien  they  are  older  and  able  to  appreoiat  e  it,  but  I 


another  one,  and  then  you  oannit 
Mrs.  Coooris  said,  e  will  make  me  sick 


cannot  give  them  anything  now.  ut  ma/be  I  can  make  another  fort  one  for  them, 
lam  not  licked  yet  •  I  always  say  a  man  that  oan  make  money  one  time  oan 

make  it  again.  And  the  manthat  cant  make  when  he  has  a  chance  will  never  have 
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any.  I  try  to  teaoh  my  children  to  save,  but  there  is  not  much  signs  of  it  in 
the  family.  I  have  a  boy  that  works  for  the  Stathis  ^esturant  and  he  doean't 
save  much«maybe  a  little  I  think  that  he  would  like  to  get  married  but  he  is 
too  proud  to  get  married  to  the  girl  without  being  able  to  give  her  better 
than  he  can.  I  have  one  daught  er  that  is  married;  she  married  somefour  years  ago 
Her  husband  is  in  the  resturant  business  in  '"^est  Palm  Beach, They  have  t-wo  children 
Yeh,  I'm  a  grandfather  now  and  yet  I  am  not  too  old  to  make  more  good  money, 

"I  want  dio  do  something  for  my  children;  I  had  plenty  and  knew  the  pleasure 
of  money  and  they  did  not.  I  had  tv/o  little  children  iiriien  I  was  a  rich  man 
but  they  were  too  small  to  remember  that.  All  that  they  can  remember  is  that 
their  daddy  was  a  poor  man, that  worries  me  to  death  when  I  think  of  it, 

I  have  good  children  and  they  are  good  to  their  papa  and  mama.  One  daughter  is 
not  so  well,  she  has  been  sick  for  a  fev/  months,  first  one  thing  and  then  another 
uni^tl  she  have  to  quit  her  work.  She  is  now  visiting  her  married  sister, 

“I  also  have  another  little  daughter  that  works,  her  name  is  ^helma,  they  all 
oha  nge  their  names  when  they  go  to  the  ‘'merican  schools;  one  is  named  ^ary 
that  is  the  only  one  that  did  not  change  her  na  me.  The  otheri(  named 
Margaret,  '^’he  boys  d  idn't  change  their  name,  James  is  the  one  that  works  for 
the  resturant  and  the  other  one  is  named  Iky,  Theylike  the  American  names  better 
-thap  the  old  Greek  names.  They  all  speak  tlie  English  better  than  their  mama  and 
papa.  They  dont  talk  like  our  people  any  more,  I^a:.  glad  too  that  they  can  speak 
good  ^nglish.  They  dont  understand  too  well  the  Greek  names;  amd  none  of  the 
Greek  History, 

This  state  ment  brought  forth  a  reply  from  Mary,  saying  , "Daddy  you  forget 
that  Iky  loves  the  old  Greek  History;  and  ^ortthy  always  made  good  grades  too 
in  her  Greek,  better  than  I  did,  I  love  the  language  but  it  is  only  used  by  own 
people  and  in  the  business  v/orld  there  is  not  so  much  need  for  it,  it  is  nicet 
very  nioe  to  be  able  to  converse  with  oru  friends  in  ow  native  tongue  . 

I  asked  Mary,  §o  you  plan  to  have  your  children  learn  the  l^guage  if  and 
when  you  marry?''Oh,  of-course,  she  replied  ,  without  hesitation,  ‘‘’hey  would  be 
most  unpopular  if  they  didn't,  ^ut  when  will  tkt  ever  be?  I  cannot  even  have  a 
boy  friend  for  a  long  time  yet.  You  remember  that  I  have  two  sister  older  than  I_ 
that  must  get  married  before  me,  Hq  Greek  girls  havV  a  difficult  time  id  finding 
any  eligible  men  of/our  o’/m  race  here  and  some  of  the  boys  of  our  race  are  going 
\7ith  Araer  ioan  girl's,  ^his  makes  it  harder  than  ever  for  us  to  find  nusbands, 

John  Coo  oris  was  in  the  kitchen  getting  him  another  cup  of  coffee  and 
Mrs,  C  oooris  v/as  making  a  little  fuss  about  it,  Mayr  appeared  ready  to  volunteer 
any  information  about  the  race  of  young  people  of  her  orov/d* 

*he  continued, "V/’e  girls  have  to  find  our  pleasure  in  our  club,  7/e  can  not 
enjoy  the  D  hristmaa  festivities  as  the  a  merioan  girls  seem  to,  nor  the  Easter 
infaot  none  of  the  big  days  like  the  ^  ourth  of  July,  Our  fun  must  always  bo 
in  a  religious  line.  "*e  are  used  to  it  however,  but  sometimes  we  get  to  thinking 
Y/e  must  miss  a  lot  of  pleasure  s  that  the  merioan  girls  have  and  thenwe  comfort 
our  selves  vdth  the  thought  that  perhaps^v;®  also  mist  a  lot  of  the  troubles  too; 
our  famil  es  take  care  of  us  so  that  we  d..  not  have  thetrials  that  some  to  the 
other  races  have.  No  we  not  read  much  of  the  popular,  cheap  magizines 

they  would  not  be  a  good  influneoe  on  our  morals,  or  so  they  church  thinks  and 
that  is  what  our  lives  is  governed  by, 

**Our  fun  has  to  be  therefore  somevdiat  different  for  that  reason,  'Je  cannot 
do  many  of  the  things  that  the  American  Girls  can  do,  Of-ooruse  w..e  can  go  to  the 
movies,  and  read  clean  novels.  Our  parents  do  not  tell  us  about  sex  either,  ^hey 
just  expect  us  to  find  it  out  for  ourselves  and  we  do  discuss  these  ma  tters  in 
our  club,  “e  usually  appoint  some  one  to  find  these  information  and  then  we  discus 
it  most  discreet  ly, 

^ary  you  are  only  tv;enty-two  and  have  all  these  thoughts,!  v/onder  do  you 
I  plan  to  give  your  children  any  more  freedom  than  you  have  had? 
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do  whioh  she  answered  thou^tfully,  "  '^fell  that  is  a  hard  question  to  answer 
you  not  not  understand  the  gravity  and  depth  of  the  question  I  am  afraid* 

The  restrictions  placed  upon  us  are  so  old  that  our  race  does  not  know  much 
else*  It  has  only  been  for  the  last  10  years  that  there  has  been  anydeparture 
whatever  from  those  customs  and  even  then  there  has  been  much  criticism* 

You  pro^jably  understand  -vdiat  I  mea  n  by  that  *  surely  there  are  girls  in  your 
own  race  that  have  broken  conventionalities  and  received  the  usual  ostracisim 
from  their  old  crowd*  Perhaps  as  the  time  goes  on  we  shall  become  more  and  more 
^ericanized*  But  the  older  people  that  came  from  the  old  country  are  stricter 
thhn  we  might  vdth  our  children*  Bometimeswe  thi^  that  it  mist  be  wonderful 
to  have  the#  freedom  og •fiieamerioan  girls*SSS  But  we~^e  happy  most  of  thetime 
withour  own  families,  there  is  always  so  much  to  do*  From  what  I  can  see,  you 
people  do  not  keep  that  family  tie  and  feeling  of  responsibility  for  each  other 
that  we  do.  We  do  not  only  feel  that  for  our  ovm  famoly  but  for  cousins  and 
even  distant  relatives*  V»'e  young  people  though  are  becoming  inclined  to  want  to 

drift  a’.my  from  thqt,  but  we  can  never  do  it  as  long  as  our.-P-ar-ejats_live* _ 

Mr*  Coo  oris  retur^d  and  asked,  ‘"^hat  have  you  been  talking  about? 

Mary  tactfully  drew  her  father  into  th'S  conversation  by  saying,  Daddy  didn't 
you  give  av/ay  a  lot  of  the  money  that  you  made  during  the  time  that  you  were  in  the 
money?  Mr*  Coooris  said, "Oh,  yes,  that  is  always  to  be  expected,  when  you  have  a 

lot  of  money  there  i sal ways  a  lot  of  people  that  need  the  help  and  that  makes 

the  fun  in  having  the  money*  I  use  to  gine  the  diveris  very  good  money  for  all  the 
work  and  then  they  would  team  up  on  me  and  work  on  my  sympathy,  so  tiat  I  would 

give  them  the  money  in  advance.  I  use  to  do  this  and  then  sometimes  I  vrould  be  the 

loser  for  they  might  not  have  good  results  in  the  haul  and  chen  they  would  be 
in  more  money  than  I  would  be*  ^ut  I  didnot  mind  then  as  long  as  I  had  money  I 
didnot  mind  giving  it  away*  I  gave  my  divers  that  got  sick  from  the  work  and 
could  not  work  any  more  as  much  money  as  I  would  give  them  if  they  were  still 
working  for  me*  Two  of  the  men  that  got  the  bends  I  seat  bac  k  to  Greece  and 
gave  them  plenty  of  money  to  live  on  as  long  as  I  made  it* 

Mrs*  Coooris  came  in  the  room  and  entered  the  conversation  by  saying,  John 
gave  all  his  money  av/a  y  and  that  is  whay  he  feels  so  bad  today  at  not  having 
any*  I  like  to  get  money  for  people  but  they  took  advatage  of  John;  he  was  too 
liberal,  Mary  had  to-' translate  for  her  mother*  Her  English  was  very  poor  and 
########  almost  in^ossible  to  understand*  Mary  said  you  should  be  able  to  talk 
with  mother  she  could  tell  you  things  that  daddy  wont  tellj  she  ##?^#remembers 
all  the  unpleasant  things  as  well  as  the  nice  one*  but  daddy  just  liketo  talk 
ab  out  the  things  that  he  enjoyed*  Mrs,  Coooris  shook  her  head  sadly  as  if  to  say 
there  v/ere  many  regrets* 

Mr*  Coo  oris  said  toobad  I  didn't  give  Anna  all  my  money  then  we  would 
still  have  money*  But  all  that  we  have  now  is  thehouse  and  we  dont  get  money  out 
of  it*  It  is  rented  to  our  relatives  and  you  cannot  charge  them  like  they  were  no 
kin  to  you,  can  You? 

Mrs*  Stedman  you  come  back  to  see  me  sometime  when  I  feel  a  little  better 
and  I  will  tell  everything*  Sometime  I  amgoing  to  give  you  something  nice,  you 
wait  aiid  see. 
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August  ^ 

William  Pelos; ~ ( Greek) 
130  West  Porsyth-st* , . 
Eat  Cleaner' and  Eat 
Blocker, 

Gus  &  Co.  , 

Jacksonville,  Plorida. 
Rose  Shepherd,  V/riter. 

WIILIAM  mOS,  EAT  CLEANER  AND  BLOCKER. 

Gus  &  Company* s  husiness  occupies  the  douhle  arcade 
at  130  West  Porsyth-st» ,  adjoining  the  Seminole  Hotel, 

Gus’  other  name  is  Pelos ,  pronounced  "Pellus,"  hut  the 
Americans  called  him  "Pellers”,  "Pailus",  "Pelix"  and 
"Pillus”  -  hut  e'veryhody  could  remember  "Gus”  so  that 
is  the  name  on  the  hig  sign  over  the  front  door,  brilliant 
with  colored  electric  light  ^ohes  at  night. 

Pirst  there  was  "Old  Gus"  and  "Young  Gus,"  and  ^ow 
there  is  ’T;»ittle  Gus". 

The  Seminole  Hotel  is  one  of  the  older  hostelries 
of  Jacksonville,  with  a  steady  traveling  clientele.  It 
is  also  popular  as  a  dining  and  gathering  place  for  the 
older  rje-sidants  v/ith  retentive  memories  of  its  past  glory, 
and  is  particularly  liked  by  smaller  organizations  of 
woman  for  dinners,  banquets,  and  meetings,  on  account  of 
its  well  appointed  public  reception  rooms  and  its  dining 
service.  You  can  eat  all  over  the  place. 

Its  adjoining  building  is  a  good  location  for  Gus  &  Co., 
too,  and  there  is  a  steady  stream  of  transient  customers 
coming  in  for  their  shoes  to  be  shined  or  repaired,  or 
old  hats  battered  by  traveling,  to  be  reblocked  and  cleaned. 
"Old  Gus"  established  the  business  in  1909. 

Gus,  the  son,  —  short,  black-eyed,  with  a  frings  of 
sleek  black  hair  over  his  ears  and  around  his  bald  pat®  -- 
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William  Felos  -  Greek  Hat  Cleaner  and  Bleoker 


walks  nervously  up  and  down,  snapping  his  fingers  to 
galvanize  into  action  the  small  negro  hoys  when  a  cus¬ 
tomer  walks  down  the  polished  aisle  and  mounts  one  ©f 
the  high  sho^e- shine  chairs  with  their  metal  foot  rests; 
darts  to  the  cash  register  to  make  change  for  a  departing 
customer;  turns  the  radio  on  to  get  a  favorite  program, 
and  turns  it  off  when  the  ^re gram --  -lirk© 
he  was  saving  gas  -- ^he  minute  it  is  over;^  watches  the 
two  front  doors, ^ as  he  i s  the  official  "greeter”  and 
contacts  each  customer  as  he  arrives  and  departs. 

A  complete  shoe  repair  department  occupies  the  entire 
east  arcade,  with  noisy  electrically-operated  up-to-date 
machinery  for  all  phases  of  the  work,  a  row  of  chairs 
lining  the  wall  for  the  persons  who  sit  in  stockinged- 
feet  while  waiting  for  minor  repairs  to  their  shoes. 

The  west  arcado  is  taken  up  with  the  shoe-shine 
stand  accommodating  twenty  persons  at  a  time,  a  very 
exciting  place  with  the  negro  shine  hoys  jigging  in  time 
to  the  electric  victrola,  usually  blaring  away  at  full 
speed  to  drown  out  the  noise  of  the  heavy  shoe  repair 
machinery. 

At  the  end  of  the  arcade  is  the  hat  department  — 
"Gleaning  and  re-blocking  at  reasonable  prices."  In 
the  glass  case  in  front  of  the  end  wall,  from  floor  to 
ceiling  are  the  hats  —  big,  Mttle ,  dark,  light,  felt, 
straw,  leghorn—  an  array  of  fifty  or  more,  some  ready 
for  delivery,  others  waiting  for  customers  who  forgot  to 
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William  Pel  os 

Young  Gus  divas  through  tho  west  urciide,  quiokly- naming; ig 
-price  for  new  soles  and  straightening  the  run-over  heels  on  a 
pair  of  hrown  and  white  oxfords,  which  a  woman  alighting  from 
an  automobile  she  has  just  parked  at  the  curb,  holds  out  gin¬ 
gerly,  inquiring,  ”How  much  ?" 

Today  ho  is  followed  by  two  youngsters  —  one  about  ten 
and  the  other  twelve  --  darting  hare  and  there  like  s^ouple 
of  flat-footed  ducks.  The  third  generation  of  hat-blockers, 
shoe-repairers ,  shoe-shiners  of  the  Pelos  dynasty  adapting 
themselves  to  American  methods, 

"William  Pelos  gone  to  lunch.  Back  in  twenty  minutes," 
said  Gus, the  secor^*  "You  see. him-  He’s  secretary  the 
church,  good  scholar.  Wish  I  could  help  you,  but  don't 
know  anything.  He’s  smart.  Ho  can  talk," 

"How  is  your  father?" 

"Ho  sick,  very  sick  man.  Comes  down  to  business  no 
more.  These  two  my  boys.  Big  one  Gus,  the  other  George." 

Gus,  the  III,  and  young  George  looked  almost  like  twins, 
and  vjQTQ  dressed  alike  in  tan  shirts,  khaki  trousers,  and 
sneakers  on  their  feet.  Their  light  brown  tousled  heads 
bobbed  a  "Howdo",  and  their  bright  brown  eyas  sparkled  abouS 
their  sensitive  mouths  and  pointed  chins.  An  older  son, 
who  had  been  operating  tho  electric  shoa-soler,  now  joined 
the  interested  company,  wiping  his  hand  on  the  leather  apron 
as  he  glanced  critically  at  the  upturned  shoe  in  his  left* 
hand. 

The  "ducklings"  almost  as  tall  as  Gus  II  listened  eager¬ 
ly  to  a  careful  explanation  of  the  information  desired,  the 
shoe  repairer  started  tho  soler,  and  Gus  II  half  yelled  to 
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make  himself  hoard  above  the  din  -  the  machinery,  the 
electric  victrola  grinding  out  a  "hot-cha"  to  which  the 
negro  shoa-shine  hoys  were  keeping  time  with  their  polishing 
rags,  emphasizing  the  loud  swells  with  a  double  apappity- 
snappity-snap-anap,  the  two  big  electric  fans  whirring 


long 


steadily  and  noisily  at  the  ceiling  as  tl^ir  revolving 
blades  fanned  the  air  heavy  with  the  odor  of  benzine,  leather, 
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Ipng-sensi-tiva  fingers  was  carefully  pressing  into  shape  a 
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bias  sweatband  to  be  sawed  into  freshly  cleaned  Panama 


hat-upon-the—long-^lass-  .3hew-'case''b'a'ck  “  of  which  -he  -sto  od 
at__t  h e  -e  nd— of  .^Xhe  sho  e  -  a  hi  ni  ng-jde pa-r t  mant . 

He  is  a  tall  man,  with  a  strikingly  handsome  face, 
fine-grained  fair  skin,  wavy  iron-gray  hair  worn  in  a  pompa¬ 
dour,  and  light  brown  eyes-  He  was  dressed  in  gray  trousers 
and  blue  and  white  striped  shirt,  with  dark  blue  silk  tie- 

”I  "^am  sorry  —  busy  now.  Mabbe  you  could  come  back  a^ 
foui*?  I  be  through  then."  He  speaks  slowly,  measuring  his 
words,  with  a  slight  drawl  through  teeth  close  together,  and 
a  slow  friendly  smile- 

At  four  o' clock  V/illiam  Pelos  had  finished  his  work 
for  the  day.  With  the  early  edition  of  the  Jackonville 
Journal  spread  out  before  him  on  the  glass-topped  case, 
now  cleaned  of  its  smear  of  white  polish,  the  benzine  soaked 
rags,  and  the  chamois  skin  finisher,  he  was  glancing  over  the 
sport  headlines. 
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toon  here,  right  here  in  Jacksonville, twenty-five 
years.  My  home  in  1-o-o-n-t-a-v-i-o-n" —  Mr.  Pelos  carefully 
spelled  out  the  name,  at  the  same  time  printing  it  on  a  scratch 
pad  in  careiully  formed  square  letters. 

”It  is  a  small  country  village  in  the  province  of 
Arcadia,  near  the  seaport  of  Sparta,  in  P-o-l-o-p-o-n-i-s-u-s 
he  again  resorted  to  the  scratch  pad. 

”My  father  was  a  farmer.  I  started  to  school  whan  I 
was  six  and  graduated  when  I  was  fifteen,  that  is,  from 
high  school.  I  had  to  walk  a  long  ways  --  took  an  hour 
to  go  and  come.  But  I  was  glad,  hecause  I  liked  to  go  to 
school. 

”I  learned  reading  and  writing,  and  to  figure  in  the 
grammar  schools.  All  children  go  —  hoys  and  girls,  togeth¬ 
er  —  hut  in  high  school  the  hoys  and  girls  go  separate, 
have  different  rooms  and  different  teachers  —  all  men  teach¬ 
ers,  though,  and  very  straight  (strict). 

"In  high  school  t  study  geometry,  algebra,  calculation, 
Homer,  Ciearo,  the  Greek  classics.  Por  languages  we  took 
up  Latin,  Spani^^h,  Branch,  German,  Greek,  and  anchen  ^ancient) 
Greek"-  again  the  scratch  pad.  It  was  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand  his  low  voice  amid  the  din  of  the  busy  place,  hut  he 
was  very  patient,  and  anxious  that  everytliing  should  ha 
put  down  correctly. 

"The  anchen  Greek  -  you  know  -  like  the  time  of  Christ. 

It  is  differant,  just  like  pure  English,  and  ilnglish  mixed 
with  American  slang  —  hut  like  Homer  wrote  the  odyssus"  - 
(he  called  it  "Oddyishus.^ 
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Palos 


"I  love  Homer.  But  Best  of  all  I  likad  astronomy.” 

Ha  pronounced  it  as  if  it  ware  spelled  ’’ahstrone-o-ma. 

”You  know,  in  Greece  are  such  lovely  "blue  skies  at 
night,  and  the  stars  so  close  you  can  almost  reach  out 
and  touch  them.  It  is  like  that  here,  sometimes  --  when 
there  is  no  fog.  But  1  can't  go  on  here.  I  find  nohody 
interested  to  teach  me  about  the  stars*  I  have  my  hooks,  yes, 
hut  one  gets  tired  trying  to  figure  things  out  hy  himself. 

"Bo  you  have  a  telescope?" 

"Ho  telescope,  hut  a  very  goodfield  glass.  It  is  per¬ 
fect.  I  make  my  charts  and  v/atch  the  changes  in  the  evening 
and  morning  stars,  the  rising  and  waning  constellat ions  — 
hut  it  is  all  so  wonderful,  a  never-ending  study. 

"I  finished  school  in  1914.  Liy  father  was  veiy  sickly, 

and  not  long  to  live,  and  when  my  cousin  -  Gus  in  the  door, 

winter 

there  -  came  to  Home  in  the  sumargY  of  1914,  my  father  sayd  - 
'You  go  hack  to  American  with  Gus,  You  have  hostter  chance 
there.  Shrmany,  Italy,  the  hig  powerfuil  nations  of  Hurope 
will  soon  swallow  up  the  smaller  countries  --  and  Greece, 
the  great  Greece  of  olden  times,  of  Pericles,  Cicero,  Homer, 
Pythagoras  --  will  he  no  more  —  just  target  for  bullets, 
or  fodder  for  the  hig  war  machine,* 

"Young  Gus  came  on  to  the  old  village  and  visited 
a  while  with  us,  and  on  January  25,  1914,  we  sailed  from 
the  port  of  Patras,  on  the  English  S.  Franconia. 

"You  see,  Greece  had  been  embroiled  in  the  war  in  the 
Balkans  in  1912  —  seemed  like  there  was  always  trouble  in 
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the  Balkans  —  and  a  groat  many  young  Sroeks  in  the  United 
States  came  over  to  help  out  the  mother  country. 

"ITo,  they  were  not  obliged  to  --  they  just  volunteered, 
hut  the  trouble  was  soon  over^  and  they  all  returned.  Then 
when  it  seemed  there  would  be  a  general  war  in  Burope,  nobody 
knew  what  would  happen  to  Greece,  so  my  father  thought  it  bet¬ 
ter  for  me  to  come  with  young  Gus. 

"Old  Gus,  that  is,  ray  uncle  is  my  father's  brother, 
and  his  health  not  so  good,  either,  so  he  thought  a  young 
man  like  me  would  be  a  help  in  the  business,  and  here  I  am* 

"We  were  about  tan  days  crossing  the  Atlaiitic.  We 
landed  in  IJew  fork  City,  and  came  right  to  Jacksonville. 

That  was  in  February,  1914. 

"I  had  a  time  learning  the  language  —  I  still  get 
stuck  once  in  a  while  he  laughed.  "!■.  caii  still  speak 
Prench  pretty  good,  but  have  forgotten  the  Latin  and  German. 

I  read  the  Greek,  of  course,  but  I  have  not  kept  up  v/ith 
the  magazines  or  papers  of  the  old  country.  I  did  have  a 
lot  of  books  i  brought  over  and  pictures  --  I  wish  I  had  them 
now,  you  would  enjoy  looking  at  them,  but  they  are  all  gone  — 
lost  in  a  fire  that  burned  my  home  four  years  ago. 

”I  have  bought  other  books,  but  they  are  American  book, 
aiid  as  many  as  I  could  afford  on  astronomy. 

"ViThera  I  came  from  the  people  lead  a  very  simple  life. 

The  farmers  —  my  father  was  a  farmer,  he  died  long  ago  — 
raised  most  of  their  foodstuff.  Vfonderful  beans,  okra, 
carrots,  cabbages,  potatoes  —  all  grew  nice  in  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Paphne  River. 
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"Thare  was  always  plenty  to  eat.  Black  iDread  —  no 
low-veetaleoty  white  "bread  like  the  Americans  use  so  much." 

By  this  time  it  was  apparent  that  Y/illiam  Pel©'^ ' intonati ons 
were  of  the  throaty,  close-lipped  Greek,  "but  his  accent  was 
decidedly  French. 

"Such  melons  they  hadi  Like  this  -  {he  measured  off 
two  feet  with  his  hands  and  fingers  far  apart)  -  but  "big  and 
round  like  your  watermelon.  They  taste  like  the  honey  dev;, 
but  are  larger  —  twenty-five  to  forty-five  pounds.  They 
ship  them  to  nearby  countries,  v/here  they  are  greatly  relish¬ 
ed. 

"We  did  not  have  much  moat,  but  it  was  freshly  killed, 
tw'ics  a  week,  ho  pork.  But  plenty  fish  and  seafood.  Lots 
of  fruit.  The  climate  in  the  valley  is  warm,  like  here, 
but  not  so  much  rain.  There  were  oranges,  lemons,  limes, 
and  on  the  hillsides,  large  vineyards  of  grapes. 

"Everybody  drank  wine,  mostly  sour  wine  —  you  would 
probably  say  veenegar  —  but  it  was  more  healthy  than  water. 
There  were  no  sower  systems,  no  sanitary  —  not  much  sanee- 
tation.  It  was  not  possible,  on  account  of  the  floods  ^en 
the  mountain  snows  melted  in  the  spring  and  the  Daphne  rushed 
all  over  the  valley.  It  would  have  torn  out  sevvers. 

"The  oiountry  people  had  v/ells  and  mountain  springs,  the 
water  cold  and  good,  but  they  did  not  drink  it.  ho  water  in 
Greece  for  drinking,  only  wine.  The  water  used  for  bathing 
and  washing. 

"The  Grecian  women  did  their  own  v/ork  —  we  have  no 
blacks  there  --  and  cooked  good  meals  for  their  families. 
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seasoned  with,  the  green  peppers,  garlic,  leeks,  and  nice 
big  sweet  onions.  They  did  the  family  washing,  too.  Some¬ 
times  beating  the  clothes  on  the  flat  rocks  at  the  mountiiin 
streams  —  they  were  all  about.  There  are  no  laundries  there, 
and  stiff,  starched  collars. 

"The  farmers  raised  sheep,  cut  the  vyool,  v/hich  the 
women  v/ashed  snow  white  and  carded  and  spun  into  yarn, 
weaving  it  into  clothing  for  the  men  and  boys,  v/ith  gay 
cottons  —  like  you  say,  prints  --  for  the  women  and 
girls.  " 

He  stopped  talking,  reaching  behind  into  the  tall 
glass-fronted  case  with  its  many  shelves,  and  removed  a 
Panama  hat  —  the  same  one  he  had  been  preparing  the  band 
for  earlier  in  the  afternoon.  A  woman,  with  a  ten-year 
old  girl  had  entered  the  arcade  and  was  approaching  the 
hat  counter. 

"Myi  It  looks  like  new,"  she  commented. 

William  Pel  os  said  not  a  word,  but  as  she  lAra 

handed  him  a  five  dollar  bill,  he  touched  a  bell  on  the  coun¬ 
ter,  at"which  3-us  III  slid  up,  grabbed  the  bill,  with  the 
stub  the  v/oman  had  produced,  and  whirled  himself  to  the 
cash  register  where  lus  II  was  already  stationed,  in  an¬ 
ticipation,  handed  out  the  correct  change,  which  Gus  III 
covered  with  his  two  small  hands,  and  slid  back  to  the 
hat  counter.  The  v/oman  stuffed  the  money  into  a  small 
change  purse. 

Oblivious  to  her  surroundings,  she  placed  six  small 
purchases  from  the  teh-cent  store  on  the  counter. 

"Give  me  an  extra  bag,"  she  requested.  Silently 
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the  slim,  strong  hands  folded  another  green  *GrUs  &  Co. 

Hat  Cleaners  and  Blockers’  hag  in  the  middle  and  slipped 
it  into  the  other  hag  with  the  hat. 

”Let  mo  see  if  I  got  all  my  change.”  She  emptied  her 
purse  on  the  counter,  and  mentally  counted  up  the  change 
she  should  hare  as  she  removed  the  sal slips  from  the 
numerous  bundles.  ’’Virginia,  you  got  the  bundle  with  the 
baby’s  rubber  pants?” 

”y-e-s,  m-a-a-a-m,”  drawled  Virginia,  her  left  elbow 
on  the  counter,  as  she  rested  her  small  back  tired  from 
much  trotting  around  with  adult  shopping,  her  left  foot 
tapping  out  the  rhythm  of  the  electric  victrola,  as  she  ^ 
watched  the  shoe-shine  boys  jigging  back  and  forth. 

’’And  the  safety-pins?” 

"Uh-huh.  ” 

’’Well,  I  guess  everything’s  here.  Ho’' much  was  the  hat?" 

Silently  William  Helos  produced  the  duplicate  of  the 
numbered  claim  check  plainly  marked  in  large  figures  — 

Out  came  the  bills  again  and  all  the  small  change  on 
the  counter.  She  went  carefully  over  it  all,  counting  out 
loud.  "Okeh.  Come  on,  Virginia.” 

William  Helos  slowly  closed  the  case. 

\ 

"Did  you  think  she  had  a  right  to  the  extra  bag?" 

"Oh,  it’s  all  right.  She  wanted  that  to  put  the  baby 
pants,  the  safety-pins,  the  buttons  and  snappers,  the 
can  opener,  and  the  new  stopper  for  the  bath-tub  that  she 
had  bought  at  Kresses.  But  Virginia  will  carry  one  bag. 
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prolalDly  the  one  with  the  hat,  as  it  is  lighter  than  the 

other  one,  and  the  mother  will  carry  the  one  stuffed  with 

the  smaller  hundlas.  Grus  &  Co.  in  hig  letters  -  six  inches  - 

to  the  other  riders  in  the  bus 

on  the  outside  will  advertise  our  business/  and  when  she  gets 
home  the  neighbors  will  say  -  ' Just  saw  Mrs.  So-and-so  come 
in  with  two  hats  from  Gus's.  I  did  not  know  her  old  man 
had  two  summer  hats.*  " 

He  smiled  his  slow  smile,  and  his  grave  eyes  twinkled 
at  the  thought  of  the  double  advertising. 

”You  want  to  know  about  the  Spartan  law?  V/ell,  it 
is  as  old  --  as  you  say,  the  hills  --  I  do  not  know  when  it 
started,  but  the  Greeks,  you  know, in  the  olden  times  spent 
much  time  in  developing  a  fine,  graceful  body.  It  was  part 
of  their  daily  life  for  centuries  —  a  poor  body  was  a  dis¬ 
grace.  ^^hon  a  baby  was  born  deformed  or  crippled,  the  par- 
rents  were  informed;  it  becjians  the  ?/ard,  so  to  say,  of  the 
community,  the  doctor  had  charge  of  it  for  a  year  in  the 
cleenic.  ■'  The  parents  could  come  and  see  it,  and  the  doctor 
tried  everj^thing  ho  knew  to  correct  the  condition,  but  at 
the  end  of  a  year,  if  it  was  no  better,  and  the  doctor  felt 
he  had  dons  all  he  possibly  could,  the  baby  was  destroyed  — 
thrown  in  the  river. 

"A  bad  law?  Perhaps.  But  we  have  alv/ays  had  bad  laws. 
There  was  the  Hindu  law  where  the  girl  babies  were  drovmed 
in  the  Canges  --  they  did  not  v;ant  girl  babies,  only  boy 
bahies  for  the  wars.  Then  there  was  Herod's  law  at  the 
time  of  Christ  when  the  boy  babies  were  ordered  killed.  We 
have  not  changed  much  when  it  comes  to  cruelty,  bo?/  we 
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■build  planes  that  drop  'bom'bs,  and  guns  that  shoot  two 
himdred  miles  —  not  to  Mil  pests  or  carry  on  commerce, 

"but  to  hill  people,  innocent  people,  and  nice  young  men 
in  the  world's  armies,  v/ho  never  harmed  a  thing  larger 
than  a  flea  —  all  for  what?  To  keep  up  the  nation’s  honor 5 

"Well,  the  most  disease  we  have  in  Greece  is  the  terrible 
malaria.  I  used  to  have  it  each  summer.  Every  other  day, 
chills  and  fever,  all  day  long,  until  I  got  so  v/eak  I  could 
hardly  stand. " 

"Weren’t  you  afraid  of  being  thrown  in  the  river?" 

"No,"  he  laughed.  "But  after  I  finish  school,  father 
think  I  better  come  to  America  —  with  young  Gus. 

"I’ll  never  forget  the  trip.  The  blue  Mediterranean, 
touching  at  the  age-old  seaports  --  Palermo,  Corfu,  Marseilles, 
Barcelona, in  Spain  -  Valencia,  Carthagenua ,  Malaga  —  now 
stripped  of  their  historic  buildings,  their  people  killed 
by  shells  and  bombs  in  the  civil  war  —  all  for  what? 

PoliticaGL  presteejel  I  am  glad  I  saw  them  in  their  old 
settings  of  Spanish  custom  and  beauty.  It  took  a  long 
time,  it  seemed,  before  v;e  got  to  the  Atlantic. 

"Some  of  our  people  suffer  in  the  homeland  from  tubercu¬ 
losis,  the  same  as  everywhere  —  jut  like  here  —  but  it  is 
not  prevalent.  They  go  up  in  the  mountains  and  sometimes 
live  a  long  time  on  cheese  and  goat's  milk,  sour  wine  and 
hard  black  broad. 

"For  the  malaria  the  doctor  gives  us  a  bitter  medicine. 
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I  do  not  know  if  it  ia  q.uino0n0  —  “but  it  is  bitter,  yes, 
and  helps  with  the  fever." 

He  had  stopped  talking  as  his  eyes  fixed  themselves  up¬ 
on  a  hare-headed  man  slowly  approaching  the  hat  counter, 
his  near-signted  eyes  peering  forth  from  behind  old  fash¬ 
ioned  gold-rimmed  passes,  his  gray  hair  parted  primly  all 
the  way  back  in  the  exact  center. 

Calmly  VJiliiam  Felos  reached  back  into  the  case  and 
brought  forth  a  yellov/ed  Panama. 

"Looks  like  nev/.  How  much^  "  queried  the  customer, 
as  he  rammed  the  hat  on  his  head. 

Silently  the  ticket  was  presented  -  76/.  The  man 
produced  a  dollar  bill,  William  Palos*  hand  sought  the 
counter-bell,  and  this  time  George  -  the  younger  - 
skated  up,  sliding  the  last  two  feet,  grabbed  the  dollar 
bill,  and  in  double-quick  slid  back  v;ith  a  quarter. 

Everything  about  Gus  &  Company's  moves  to  the  tempo 
of  the  fast -playing  electric  vic^rola  —  that  is,  everything 
but  Lemetrios,  the  shoe-repairer  with  his  roving,  ox-like 
eyes,  his  mouth  full  of  tacks,  his  hands  mechanically  driv¬ 
ing  a  half  sole  on  the  brown  and  white  oxfords;  and  William 
Palos,  the  scholar,  with  the  far-away  look  in  his  grave  eyes 
and  his  mind  on  the  stars. 

"I  have  not  told  you  about  the  wine?  Lots  of  it  they 
make,  all  kinds,  the  same  as  here  —  port,  claret,  sherry, 

f 

muscatel.  In  the  sour  wine  they  put  rosin,  in  fact,  in  ^ 

(  1  ^ 

most  of  the  wine  they  do  this.  It  mjskes  it  smooth  and  | 
oily,  and  gives  it  a  tang  that  is  good.  ' 
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"The  year  I  came  away,  one  of  the  cafes  in  Sparta 
ordered  five  hundred  gallons  wine  from  o'Ur  neighborhood  —• 
different  hinds  --  which  was  delivered  to  him  and  placed 
in  the  long  cellar  dug  in  the  rocks  and  cool,  deep  under 
his  place  of  business.  " 

Another  bare-headed  old  gentleman  came  in,  and  silently 
V/illiam  reached  behind  in  his  customary  gesture  and  this 
time  brought  forth  a  clean,  stiffened  brov/n  leghorn. 

"Just  like  new.  Here's  a  dollar.” 

GusIII  acLithered  up  in  his  soft  sneakers,  confiscated 
the  bill  and  handed  it  to  his  father,  v;ho  rang  it  up  on 
the  cash  register  v;ith  a  loud  clatter. 

"The  man  had  noncoupon.  Ho  you  ever  get  them  mixed, 
and  give  out  the  w’rong  derby?" 

William  Pelos  laughed.  "Not  this  man,  he's  old  friend. 
And  the  hat,  too.  I  clean  it  so  often,  pretty  soon  I  should 
own  it.  I  would  knov/  that  hat  if  I  meet  it  in  the  middle  of 
Porsyth  and  Broad  Streets." 

I 

"When  I  was  a  boy,"  ho  picked  up  the  thread  of  his 
story,  "the  farming  in  our  section  was  carried  on  with 
oxen,  and  mostly  wooden-  plows  with  steel  or  metal  shares. 
Horses  could  not  twist  around  the  roeks.  Never  could  they 
use  tractors.  Now  they  have  steel  plows.  But  most  of 
the  fields  are  small,  on  the  edge  of  town,  not  whole  sec¬ 
tions  of  land  like  here  -  five  or  six  hundred  acres.  Just 
little  fields,  of  a  block  or  more,  and  lots  of  it  cultivated 
like  gardens  by  hand,  with  hoes  and  rakes. 
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In  answer  to  a  direct  question  ,he  said: 

"There  are  very  few  Greeks  in  Asia  Llinor  now.  Before 
1928  it  was  seventy-five  pef.Ajent  Greeks,  hut  after  the 
uprising  in  1982,  they  mostly  leave,  scatter  out  different 
place.  Just  few  there  now  in  business. 

"I  forgot  to  tell  you  about  the  University.  In  ^thans 
there  is  the  great  government -owned  Atlas  'Jniversity,  where 
they  teach  all  the  sciences,  law  and  medicine.  It  is  known 
the  world  over,  and  has  existed  for  centuries.  It  is  great 
to  bo  graduate  from  there." 

"But  you  like  it  here  —  you  are  satisfied?" 

"Oh,  yes,  yesi  America  is  the  greatest  country  and 
the  richest  country  in  the  world  today.  The  old  capitol- 
eostic  (he  deliberated  on  the  pronunciation)  soestym  is 
passing.  They  once  owned  the  laboring  man  and  the  mechanics, 
but  no  more*  ^he  working  man  -  the  forgot  man  -  is  now 
coming  into  his  own.  Every  man  should  bo  honored  for  what 

he  can  do  —  if  a  hat  man  like  myself,  if  he  is  expert ’  - 

* 

he  should  be  honored  the  same  as  a  doctor  or  lawyer.  The 
same  with  a  restaurant  man,  a  shoemaker  like  Uemetrios, 
or  a  ditch-digger. 

"I  think  President  Roosevelt  is  the  greatest  man  of 
my  years  --  of  my  lifetime  —  well,  what  I  mean  to  say  is 
of  this  day  and  age.  Ho  tries  to  help  everybody.  His 
ideas  good,  but  sometimes  the  politeeshians  prevent  them 
to  be  carried  out.  There  is  always  in  America  that  awful 
grafti  I  like  to  see  honest  men  in  office,  men  not  afraid 
to  hold  up  their  heads,  and  not  always  with  their  hands  be¬ 
hind  them  looking  for  contributions. 
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"And  the  gamhlingl  That  is  America's  cjirso.  I  talk 

to  these  my  young  cousins,  and  I  say  -  'Gua  and  George, 

dont  start  to  gamble.  It  will  ruin  you.* 

"You  see  in  my  couiitry  there  is  the  Rational  Lottery. 

If  you  wish  to  gamble,  that  is  your  ov/n  business,  but  it 

must  bo  according  to  law,  and  everybody  gets  a  little  — 

mebbe,  only  a  nickel's  worth,  but  something, 

"The  money  over  there?  It  is  a  unit  called  the 

drachma  —  like  the  French  franc,  IJo,  it  does  not  go  like 

the  deceemawl  (decimal)  but  like  this"  -  ho  wrote  on  the 

<* 

scratch  pad  -  one,  two,  five,  tan,  twen'cy-five,  fifty, 

one  hundred,  two  hundred,  and  so  on,  scHxis  five  thousand, 
tan  thousand  -  any  amount. 

The  valuo  is  around  five  cents  in  our  money. 

■  "Ho,  I  have  no  family,  I  was  married  in  1950,  but 
separate  in  1933,  lAy  wife  was  an  American  girl,  but  -" 
he  threw  his  hands  palm  upward  in  a  French  gesture  of 
dispair  -  "it  waa  no  good.  American  girls  not  like  the 
Grecian,  All  for  the  home.  They  want  to  go  places,  do 
things,  have  company;  men,  too,  and  no  questions  asked. 

The  weemen  —  it  does  no  use  to  argue  with  them,  and  say 
what  you  expect  —  they  have  all  the  answers,  at  least 
all  the  good  ones,  and  a  man  gets  no  chance.  It  is  money, 
money  all  the  time." 

"Do  you  always  knock  off  at  four?" 

"knock  off?  Yes,  mostly  1  bo  through  by  that  time, 

I  work  here  possibly  five  hours  a  day  —  you  see,  I  am 
secretary  of  the  church  --  the  Orthodox  Greek  Community 
here —  and  in  the  morning  1  do  that  work,  v/rite  letters. 
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keop  tall  on  tha  throa  hundred  and  fifty  Greeks  in  this 
locality,  and  help  the  priest,  Rev.  Elias  Skipitares, 
with  his  work. 

"Mr.  Georges  k.  Sthathis  is  the  President  of  the 
hoard,  and  we  have  five  other  officers  besides  ourselves. 

"You  may  say  that  ninety  out  of  every  one  hundred 
Greeks  in  inner ica  are  naturalized  American  citizens.  I'hey 
are  peaceful,  law-abiding  people,  mostly  in  business  for 
themselves  —  small  businesses  like  fruit  aiid  candy  stores, 
groceries,  restaurants,  and  shops  like  this.  They  are 
quick  to  adapt  themselves  to  your  ways  hero,  aiid  ai-e  most 
anxious  to  bring  up  the  coming  generation  as  full-fledged 
Americans* 

"I  am  a  Democrat,  and  vote  at  the  regular  elections 
like  other  Floridians*  We  pay  our  share  of  taxes,  and 
our  minds  are  easy.  Wo  are  not  afraid  of  being  called 
scamps  or  tricksters.” 

Mr.  William  Felos  was  folding  up  his  evening  paper, 
preparatory  to  departure,  as  if  this  was  all  he  had  to 
tell.  It  was  five  o’clock.  In  the  hour,  Gus  dl  and 
young  George  had  made  six  trips  for  him  to  the  cash  registe 
totaling  a  contribution  from  his  department  of  the  sum  of 
i|7.50  —  not  bad  for  one  hour  I 

’’Have  you  ever  been  to  Miami^” 

"Ho,  I  have  not  travel  much  in  Florida,” 

"The  University  of  Miami  teaches  astronomy  and  they 
have  a  small  observatory  there," 
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"Yes?"  His  face  lighted  up  enthusiastically*  "Mahhe 
some  day  take  time  off  and  go  there.  It  would  he  great 
to  view  the  Southern  Cross  through  a  good  telescope," 

And  so  --  if  the  idea  tahes  root  —  William  Helos, 
Greeh- American  citizen  of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  may  some 
day  add  to  his  knowledge  of  a-h-s-t-r-Oisa-n-o-m-e-e, 


Superstitions,  Greeks. 

Information  given  by  ’^ames  Kivelos 

Lillian  Stedman.  n  -r,  cr 

-  (T-  i 


Kivelos  said,"  Tuesday  was  the  day  the  Grecian  Qnpire  was  surrendered 
to  the  ^urks  and  therefore  every  '^reek  regards  that  as  a  most  unlucky  day. 

^^e  will' not  transact  any  business  on  that  day.  You  never  haer  of  a  marriage 
being  prefprmed  on  that  day,  did  you?  And  if  thefirat  day  of  the  week  is 
a  holiday  then  when  there  should  be  mucfi  business  cbming  on  that  day,  it  just 
waits  for  che  Greeks.  We  always  wait  until  the  night  to  begin  our  business, 
if  that  is  the  case. 


"  A  personal  little  superstition  of  my  ovm.is  this-  just  as  sure  as  I 
start  to  go  fishing  and  old  v/hiskers  comes  along  I  just  might  as  well  expect  . 
trouble*  either  I  will  have  a  flat  tire  or  some  body  will  run  into  me  or 
wheni  get  there  I  find  that  .John  was  sick  and  didn't  go  fishing  last  night 
and  there  isn't  any  bait  or  when  I  get  out  on  ihe  water  the  weather  vdll  change 
and  blow  up  a  storm  any  v/ay  hell  will  lose.  This  has  been  a 

family  superstition  for  many  generations.  I  remoer  one  time  when  I  was  a  little 
boy;  my  brother  had  gone  fishing  and  he  didn't  come  home  all  night  my  father 
and  mother  were  v/orried  to  ddath  to  fear  for  him,  they  knew  tht^the  preist  had 

come  by  just  as  Nick  had  started  out  to  go  fish.  Well  next  day  when  he  did 

come  home  his  friends  said  to  him  when  had  got  home,  '  ^at  happened  to  you? 

^8  said  I  should  never  have  gone;  I  saw  the  old  whiskers  just  before  I  left; 
he  always  brings  me  bad  luch,  I  nearly  broke  my  leg;  I  nearly  lost  my  boat 
and  was  almost  drowned. '  I  said  to  myself  theni  \’/ill  not  go  fishing  when  I  see 

the  preist,  but  I  do,  I  go  on  just  the  same  because  I  never  get  out  very  much 

I  have  not  been  out  any  v/here  since  before  Christmas,  ■‘‘his  resturaant  keeps 
me  pretty  close  . 


Mr  Kivelos  appeared  quite  talkative  this  morning  and  wanted  to  tell  his 
troubles;  he  wanted  to  tell  me  about  tie  trouble  he  hadrecently  in  getting 
good  help. "My  cook  has  started  getting  drunk;  the  best  cook  that  I  ever  had 
too-  I  rasied  him  up  from  a  youngAn  he  stayed  off  drunk  and  I  had  plently  of 
trouble  tryong  to  gee  some  one  to  take  his  place  until  I  get  him  to  straighten 
up.  Then  my  best  waitress  quit  me  to  get  married  and  every  one  I  could  get 
wanted  to  make  dates  instead  of  v/ork,  I  couldn't  stand  that  so  I  get  another 
and  the  same  thing  again,  I  try  to  pay  them  enough  if  they  want  to  work  and 
make  a  honest  decent  living  they  can.  But  there  are  so  many  that  call  them 
selves  this  and  that,  maybe  a  stenographer  or  a  cashier  or  any  thing  but  they 
are  only  using  that  for  a  blind. ‘‘’hey  are  looking  for  business  that  is  not 
under  the  title  she  has  been  hired  under.  Tais  town  is  becomming  pretty  bad 
the  home  folks  are  are  alright  they  are  good  people  but  the  folks  that  come  in 
from  the  outside  and  you  know  that  ‘Jacksonville  is  getting  full  of  the 
peoole  from  other „ places,  ^t  is  growing,  ^he  worst  thing  that  ever  happened 
to  this  city  is  when  they  took  took  put  the  assignation  houses  from  the 
regular  district  and  let  then  becomescattered  all  over  the  city,  '‘^en  are  brutes 
thdy  are  just  animals  on  two  feet*  some  people  are  ^mproved  and  cultured  above 
such,  that  was  the  worst  thing  that  hapened  to  asks onvi lie. 
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Hr.  Kivelos  says,  “  oame  to  this  country  in  1907  and  the 
Greek  I  met  was  a  fellow  named  George  West,  he  was  working  for  the 
Clyde  Line  at  the  time  and  he  told  me  that  he  oame  here  in  the  year 
of  l895.  Mr.  ““^est  was  married  to  an  "^erioan. 

"  The  first  Greek  that  married  here  was  a  fellow  named  Atha  Balias,  he 
was  married  in  tha  little  fra  me  %isoopal  ^  ,huro ‘h  and  married  an  -'Maerioan* 
This  ooa|)le  havevfson  that  has  been  v/ith  the  »^acksonville,  2  ity  Light 
Plant  for  a  number  of  years. 

"  The  firat  priest  that^oame  to  hold  a  service  was  Father  Ar  senios 

who  came  here  in  1906,  this  was  a  special  service,  however,  and 
the  regular  service  did"  not  begin  until  1917,  at  this  time  we  purchased 
the  present  edifice  at  the  corner  of  Union  and  Laura  Streets, 

Thsi  dedication  service  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  the  Archbishop  of 
North  and  South  Ametioa.  '^he  frist  preist  that  took  up  regular  duty  here 
was  P  athe^’r  ^arrese. 

ff-  ^r.  Kivelos  gave  a  little  explaination  of  the  engagement  or  l-e 
betrothal.  “  Let  us  ta  ke  tha  Smith  and  goe  families,  Mr.  Doe  has  a  son 
that  v/ishes  his  daddy  to  call  on  the  Smitn  family  and  make  a  request  for 
their  daughter  ^elen.  Mr,  Doe  calls  Mf,  ^mith  and  tells  him  that  he  is 
coming  to  call  on  them,  maybe  the  *^mith  family  know  whyy  they  are  coming 
and  maybe  not.  VJhen  they  do  come  they  visit  for  awhile  and  then  when  the 
time  is  read  y  Mr,  ^  oe  tells  the  father  of  Helin  that  his  son  is  desirious 
of  him  asking  for  the  daughter  HqIqh  for  his  vdfe,  -^ding  tha  t  you  have 
always  known  our  family  and  that  v/e  are  a  clean  and  healthy  blood  and  that 
my  son  John  makes  §I£,00  a  vreek  now  v/hat  will  you  give  him  to  marry  your 
Helen,  Mr,  Smith  calls  Helen  to  him  and  they  discuss  the  matter  privately, 
if  Mr,  Smith  thinks  well  of  John  for  his  daughter  to  marry  he  will  tell  her 
his  good~qualities  and  praise  him  to  her,  and  if  not  he  -irvill  tel  her  also 
just  how  he  feels  about  him.  If  he  thinks  well  of  him  and  Helen  likes  him 
she  ma  y  pretend  that  she  is  a  "little  bashful  and  shy  but  says, yes  then  all 
is  settled  as  far  as  the  fr/ro  younf  people  are  concerned.  The  fathers  then 
draw  yp  a  contract  and  it  is  signed  by  both,  ’^he  father  of  ^alen  states 
just  wha  t  he  is  going  to  him  to  his  son-in-law  and  that  Helen  vdll  be  found 
to  be  a  fine /viturous  girl,  (if  this  is  ever  found  to  be  otheir.Tise  the 
contract  is  considered  null  andvoid)  If  after  theceremony  the  girl  is 
not  found  to  bo  a  virgin  the  husband  can  bring  her  bao  k  to  her  father  and 
also  whatever  goods  have  been  given  to  him.  In  this  country  if  this  should 
happen  to  be  the  case  the  father  of  the  girl  will  offer  the  husband  several 
thousand  dollars  more*  for  she  is  considered  unmarriagable  and  where  so 
many  tings-  have  bought  for  a  price  so  has  the  sanoity  of 

marriage  been  reduced.  B'ut  it  is  usual  for  the  girl  to  be  returned  in  the 
old  country.  Then  she  is  a  servant  for  the  family. 


1 


Karr iage 

Greek  or  American 
idea? 


Married  to  a  very  attractive  -^nerioan  v/oman,  she  is  very 
well  groomed,  and  has  a  pleasant  personaJLity. 

(if  the  oerson  is  married 

is  the  marriage  to  a  Greek,  Mr*  Kivelos  says,"  the  reason  there  ore  so  many  Greek 
American  or  what  race?)  men  married  to  -"merioan  v;omen  is  beowiuse  there  were 

no  Greek  women  here  until  some  few  years  age  and  even  now 

_ Y/e  have  very  few  of  marriagable  aee _ 

Divorce  ''’*Ve  do  not  believe  in  divorce  only  in  cases  of  proven  infidelity. 

Do  you  cel i eve  in  it  i'hs  tdf©  is  granted  a  divorce  at  any  time  by  the  ohuroh  if  husband 
or  not?  contracts  a  veneral  disease  or  visa  versa* 


Any  divorces 
familv? 


in  the 

,^"No,I  have  had  a  successful  married  life,  my  mother-in-law  as  not 
al>vays  been  agreeable, especially  viere  my  v/ifes  children  were  concerned 

i  ■  >h..QU±  mnr-all  ty  jf^hl oh  .the,  mather  and  nother-^n-Jraw-  thought  to 


Children 

How  many  do  you  think  should'  be  in 
a  family?  ^ 

"‘‘•hsi  should  be  left  entirely  ta  God,  but  Greeks  are  becoming  modernized  along 
vath  all  the  other  races  y.nd  they  are  using  human  opinions  and  methods  in 
the  orevention. " 


Amusements  ”  My  wife  keeps  house  ^  does  fancy  work  is  a  member 

Do  you  atxend  oicture  shows?  of  P.T.A*  _nd  belongs  to  a  bridge  club,§he  reads  all 
How  often?  better  books  as  she  is  a  member  of  a  reading  club* 

^‘hat  books  do  you  read?  he  has  relatives  in  “ayoross  and  freq  ently 

Do  you  dance?  visits  them*" 

”ha.t  kind  of  dance's?  "Used  to  dance  all  the  popular  dances*  Hod  attended  the 

What  other  ejiiusements  do  you  Greek  ohruoh  with  me  but  prefers  tie  C  hristian  Science 
nave  .  Church  to  all  o'thers,  says  that  it  has  helped  her  to 

have  good  health,  after  all  medical  care  has  failed." 

•Foods  -  "  Most  Greeks  prefer  lamb  and  chicken  to  any  other  but  they  eat 

"hat  meaxs  dc  you  eat  what  the  pocketbook  will  afford  them  to  have, 
most  often? 


•‘-'c  you  have  sv:eets  v/ith 
every  meal? 

What  do  you  drink? 


■'•lipy  did  you  or  your  parents  come 


”  No  we  do  not  have  swweets  but  about  once  a  day* 

"  Wq  try  to  eat  for  health*  I  thinlc  the  reason  tl.  •'  '^reeks 
as  such  good  health  and  long  life  is  because  tiey  use  so 
much  olive  oil  vdth  their  meals.^he  majority  of  then  like  the 
autdaors  .and  ..that -too- ■  -thatr  - 


to  Ai-nerica? 


"  It  was  a  desire  I  had  since  I  was  a  little  boy,  I  -wanted  to  see  the 
new  W'orld  the  land  of  opportuni'ty. 


\  If" a  yo-un^ 
man  or  woman  ) 


Greek  ^ 

^  •  In  Greece  I  once  saw  a  boy  that  had  out  his  sister  to  pieces  and 


her  boy  friend  as  well,  that  permissible  and  expected  when  a  girl 


Are  you  going  to  continue  all 
xhe  old  religious  custom  in 
rearing  your  families? 

Will  you  maintain  the  seme 


as  broken  some  moral  lav/*  The  virture  of  our  girls' 
is  not  olv/ays  because  they  desire  to  hs  so  moral  but 
is  because  they  are  afraid  to  be  othervdse,  afraid  fc 
their  life,  espeeailly  in  the  old  country*  -^he  girls 
know  too  that  they  vdll  not  liable  for  a  happy  marrif 


restrictions  on  your  daughter s ?unless  they  are  found  to  be  virtuvous  at  marriage 


Have  you  any  ideas 
like  to  ezoress? 


^ou  would 
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James  Kivelos  (G  reek) 

UafflS  Atlas  Resturant,  Main  St. 

Jacksonville,  Florida, 

^ddreSG  ^nterviev/ed  by;  Lillian  Stedcan. 


Rov;  long  in  America?  "'■'•5? 

'  \ 


Language  used  at  home? 

Eng  lish 


Education 

W’ner  e  ?  Athens 

How  far  ?  jjigh  School 

Do  you  prefer  public  Publis 
or  orivate  schools? 


Should  Orthodox  Greek  n 
Church  unite  with 
EoiGcooal  Church? 


’lYe  would  like  to  unite  vath  the  Episcopal  G  hurch 
and  v/o'uld  do  it  now  but  for  the  few  remaining  members 
that  could  not  understand  the  services  In  time  we 
vail  unite  with  them,  v/e  ore  sure.  There  ai'e  enough 
of  us  that  would  favor  the  change  but  for  the  consideration 
of  the  old  people  we  will  not  do  it  for  a  few  years." 
his  statement  was  oorroboraued  by  the  Greek  across  the  street  that  operates 
cleaning  and  pressing  business  there.  He  came  in  for  his  usual  afternoon  coffee. 


Home  own  or  rent? 
How  large? 


Own 

6  room  bunga  low. 

Z  large  lots  which  are  planted  in  dahlias. 


'^ork 

If  a  woman,  how  does  she  spend  her 
leisure  ? 


^ery  pleasant  at  my  oia  hoiu«  lor  xat^ei  x.  -  - 

’lied  and  there  v/’as  now  some  stepsisters,  dont  t  inl<:  I  dont  love  my  sis  er 

l<it  I  did  not  think  so  then. 


for  1  uo 


^  ; 


Pete  luantos,  Greek 

I  .  -  Owner  Terminal  Resturant 

Opposite  Terminal  Depot 
Interviewed^  February  14,  1940 
By  Lillian  Stedman 

1  s 

I  found  Mr*  Mantos  in  the  kitchen  making  pie  crusts,  he  was  cordial  and 
'  asked  me  to  7/ait  until  he  had  finished  making  up  the  remainder  of  the  dough  into 
'  the  crusts*  He  was  very  capable  and  before  he  had  had  time  to  turn  out  no  mord  than 
:  tivo  he  had  completed  six. 

V/e  then  we  nt  into  his  little  sitting  room  that  he  sails  his  study,  this  room 
was  once  used  for  storage  perhaps  as  it  v/as  near  the  pantry  and  adjoining  the  kitchen 
there  v/as  a  gas  heater  burning, and  Mr.  Mantos  suggested  that  I  be  seated  at  his  old 
fashioned  roll  top  desk.  There  were  three  coffee  cups  there  and  each  had  a  little 
coffee  in  them,  the  whole  scene  was  somv/hat  messy;  ho  made  no  apologies  however. 

He  began  immediately  saying, lioT/  you  want  me  to  tell  you  the  story  of  my  life 
sicee  I  been  in  dis  country  or  the  story  of  the  time  before  I  come  to  did  country? 

^  or  both, huh? 

"V/ell  I  tell  you  the  vdiole  thing  then  if  that  is  v/hat  you  want  me  to  tell  for  it  is 
not  so  much. 

"  I  was  one  of  four  brothers  and  my  father  and  mother  but  I  did  not  have  a  mother 
very  long  for  she  died  early  when  I  v/as  a  child,  she  died  at  the  some  time  that  all  the 

brothers  died.  My  mother  used  to  go  out  and  gather  mushrooms  for  the  family  and  onetime 

she  got  some  that  a  snake  had  passed  by  and  had  bitten  he  left  the  posion 

in  them  and  \^nen  the  family  ate  tbir  dinner  tliey  all  became  very  sick  even  before  they 
had  left  the  table.  It  just  happedn  that  I  was  late  to  eat  my  dinner  with  my  father  and 
grandfather.  ''iTeh  had  been  out  to  my  grandfathe's  sheep  ranch  to  sell  some  sheep  and  the 
buyer  had  detained  us  a  lot  longer  than  out  mudderhad  expected.  She  had  eateh  and  sefved 
my  little  brothers  and  were  all  doubled  up  in  pain  when  ve  got  there.  My  fater  he  called 
for  a  neighbor  to  go  get  the  doctor  but  two  of  the  little  boys  and  my  mother  v/as  already 
dead  when  he  got  there  the  other  one  died  in  a  fev/  hours  •  Ever  since  then  I  did  not 
‘want  any  more  mushrooms.  Liy  mother  knew  how  to  pick  the  right  kind  of  mushrooms  alright 
’’but  it  was  just  the  snalce  poison  in  them. 

"  That  leave  a  very  small  family  and  things  were  never  he  same  I  was  only  II  myself 

tut  I  could  never  forget  the  whole  ting.  My  grandfather  wanted  to  my  o^vn  father  to  go 

goav/ay  and  leave  the  old  home  but  no  he  would  not  do  it  and  they  use  to  be  more  unhappy 
ail  the  time.  My  father  v/as  a  realestate  man  and  used  to  keep  a  house  kepper  to  look  after 
me.  I  never  like  to  have  a  woman  there  but  I  ■'.'ould  not  say  much  I  thought,  'this  v/ill  do 
‘Uitil  I  get  a  little  older  and  then  I  will  go  to  ^erica.  I  never  tell  my  father  that  I 
banted  to  go  av/ay  from  but  I  had  my  plans  always  before  me*  My  grandfather  was  a  good  old 

He  had  a  lot  of  patience  and  I  use  to  like  to  go  and  help  him  on  his  ranch.  But  my 
father  was  afraid  that  I  would  not  amount  to  maoh  fooling  around  the  ranch.  He  waited  me 
to  be  a  doctor  and  I  had  no  ambition  of  such, 

'I  Came  here  to  New  York  in  19  16,  I  told  my  father  that  I  wanted  to  go  to  ‘^erioa  for  a 
^isit  a  d  he  gave  me  the  money,  he  also  gave  me  plently  to  spend  and  gave  me  directions 
about  finding  some  of  is  old  friends  here.  N  q  ^  idn't  think  tl.at  I  might  not  come  back 
1^  there  anymore.  Eight  years  after  my  mother  died  I  decided  to  strike  out  for  my  luck  in 
^erica.  I  had  heard  of  so  many  coming  and  making  good  that  I  felt  the  thing  for  me  to  do 
^as  to  say  no  tiling  to  my  father  I  was  afraid  that  he  would  object  too  much.  Life  was  not 

^Qry  pleasant  at  my  old  home  for  my  father  had  married  in  a  few  months  after  my  mudder 
',,^ied  and  there  v/as  now  some  stepsisters,  dont  t  ink  I  dont  love  my  sisters  for  I  do  now 
I  did  not  think  so  then. 
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Mantos  ff-Z 


■  After  ooming  to  Amerioa,  I  quiokly  made  up  my  mind  that  I  \7Duld  never  go  back  there 
to  stay©  I  might  go  back  there  to  visti  them  but  not  to  ’.vork  and  spend  my  life;  there 
^as  so  muoh  freedom  and  possibilities  here  that  we  never  had  there* 

"  I  satyed  in  New  York  ab  out  8  days  a  d  from  there  I  went  New  Haughton  Pennsylvania 
vrent  to  work  there  in  a  refirnery,  worked  t  ere  forabout  2  months  and  then  decided  to  go 
to  3  Iwood,  Penn. and  to  v/ork  for  the  Lake  Erie  Ra  ilroad  Company,  I  vrould  stay  ’.vlth  a 
job  until  the  work  vrourld  give  out  and  then  I  had  to  look  for  something  else, I  then  went 
C  opeville  Penn  and  from  t.iere  to  Hazelwood  Penn  and  v/orked  for  the  U.  S©  Tube  Go.  made 
pipes,  the  war  c  ame  and  then  we  started  making  shells  instead  of  pipes*  I  sta  yed  there 
until  tla  »vax  was  over  and  they  did  not  make  any  more  shells.  After  that  I  moved  to  North 
ar  lout  Penn,  and  to  v/ork  for  a  nother  railroad  company  I  satyed  t.iere  for  six  years 
and  lived  Tdth  an  American  family  so  that  I  could  learn  to  speak  the  American  Language 
up  till  this  time  I  had  been  able  to  find  a  fev/  Greek  feiends  chat  kept  m.e  from  bbing 
lonesome  and  homesick. 

"  Irealized  though  that  if  I  intended  to  stay  in  this  country  I  must  not  confine  my 
friendship  to  my  ovm  race  and  must  learn  to  speak  the  American  language,  his  took  a 
lot  of  determination.  I  found  a  lot  of  nice  American  friends  they  v;ere  so  good  and  kind  they 
tried  to  teach  me  the  language.  I  got  me  a  teacher  and  she  took  a  great  big  interet  in  me 
she  even  cried  when  I  told  hr  that  I  vfas  not  going  to  come  to  school  any  more.  Tha  t 
Tioman  had  something  fine  in  her  that  I  have  never  seen  in  anybody  else,  "^he  was  a  gift 
from  God.  I  vdll  never  forget  her. 

”  I  lived  vdth  a  family  chat  v;ere  just  plainpeople  the  man  was  an  engineer  and  made 
plenty  money,  he  use  to  make  around  four  hundred  dollars  every  months  and  still  they  had 
nothing  in  the  vrorld  to  show  for  the  money  he  made  for  many  years, I  just  had  a  room 

with  the  family  but  vdien  the  old  man  got  laid  off  I  felt  dorry  for  the  people  and  I  told  the 

lady  that  I  would  give  thsam  a  dollar  eaoh  day  to  eat  my  meals  v/ith  them  so  that  they 
oould  have  something  tp>  eat.  I  hated  to  see  them  starve,  fhe  old  man  vrauld  get  drunk  and 
raise  old  billy  hell.  He  'vas  good-hearted  thoeugh  in  spite  of  all  his  meaness.  One  time 

wa  s  out  in  the  snow  and  it  was  cold  and  the  ’.vind  ViTas  blowing  hard, the  old  -.an  had  no 

ooat  on  and  his  shirttail  v;as  out  ar*d  ablovdng  in  thewi:id  he  v/a^  trying  to  shovel  snovr. 

I  went  to  the  poor  f elloM^^^,  md  tried  to  get  him  to  come  in  and  to  let  me  fix  his  clothes 
up  but  he  oussed  me  out  a.nd  called  me  a  bad  name.  He  told  me  I  wasn't  his  kind  of  people 
and  that  I  Vifas  dammed  ole  Greek.I  said,  'Yes  I 'm  all  t.ca  t  but  come  on  lets  go  in 

out  of  the  cold  vdnd,  ^^e  jumped  on  me  and  tried  to  cut  me  to  pieces.  He  v;as  meaner  t.'.an 

any  body  I  ever  seen.  T/hen  he  got  home  he  tried  to  ki  .1  his  mfe.  I  couldn't  stand  any 

more  of  that  bully  stuff  for  I  knew  tht  I  vrould  get  myself  in  trouble  if  I  did  not  get 
away  so  I  left  and  after  a  while  the  old  man  got  back  to  vrork  and  when  he  v;ent  to  work 
again  I  went  to  him  and  told  him,  '  Say  v/hy  dont  You  save  a  little  of  thqt  money  for  you 
na  y  be  broke  again  someday,  if  you  cant  save  muo^  save  a  little  and  as  you  oan  save  a 
little  more.  I  told  him  that  his  money  is  his  best  friend  and  to  treat  it  good  and  not  to 

disoard  it  so  easily.  I  liked  the  old  man  and  waited  to  help  him  for  his  family  had  been 

Very  good  to  me.  I  wonder  sometimes  what  ever  become  of  him.  I  guess  he  died  drunk, 

"  In  1925  I  decide  that  I  v/ill  go  to  visit  my  old  home  in  Greece,  so  I  sail  form 
New  York  vdth  9600,00  in  cash,  no  checks,  vdth  me,  I  visit  my  step-sisters  and 

grandfather  Yiio  was  then  105  years  old,  I  was  thinking  that  maybe  I  could  find 

'Re  a  wife  at  home  and  bring  her  back  to  America  with  me.  And  sure  enough  I  did  I  get  married 
l^-d  have  a  good  time  visiting  around  with  my  old  friends  and  then  I  come  back  and  go  to 
^ork  to  make  a  good  living  for  my  wife.  But  she  want  to  go  to  Cuba  for  a  while  snenas 
heard  so  muoh  ab  out  the  city.^o  we  go  to  G  uba  and  pass  the  time  for  several  months  for 
I  situ  had  plently  of  money.  My  \ms  going  to  have  a  baby  a  d  I  vianted  to  settle  down  and 

SR  to  work  for  them.  V/e  oome  back  and  teh  litle  girl  was  born  in  St,  V  inoents  Hospital 
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^eb  ruary  1st.  at  9'oclook  in  the  morning.  Y/e  named  her  Sceai  for  her  mother's 
mother. 

"Now  I  oome  to  be  tlie  owner  of  th  property  her  where  the  rest^r^^nt  is  ia  1927, 
business  is  good  and  everything  looks  fine  to  me,  And  in  November/ things  looked  muoh^,p,9,:ii:ji^; 
better  to  me  cause  I  had  twins  born,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  I  named  them  Iky  and  Dora 
they  are  smart  children  ten  years  old  nov/. 

"B  ut  T/hen  tb  children  begin  being  sioh  I  think  things  ore  terrible  then,  for 
they  van  get  meor  things  vnrong  vrtih  them  that  I  never  hear  of.  All  kinds  of  trouble 
statted  to  get  after  me.  I  bet  I  have  bought  at  least  a  whole  floor  of  the  St  Vincents 

Hostital.  But  once  they  got  a  contagious  disease  that  v;as  bad  and  they  had  to  go  to 

hospital,  the  only  hospital  that  was  preapared  to  take  such  cases  was  St,  Lukes  aiid 
they  would  not  take  my  child  in  when  a  friend  hd  carried  him  over  there  ^vithout 
one  hundred  dollars  inadvanoe  so  I  come  to  thehospital  vdth  the  money  which  I  had 
and  the  child  went  in  for  the  treatment,  I  have  never  been  v/ithout  money  when  I  needed 
it,  I  owe  that  all  to  long  hours  and  saving  what  I  make, 

n 

I  oTiVn  my  own  home  out  in  Riverside  and  some  fine  properties  at  Jacksonville 
Beach  which  I  Vidll  not  part  v/ith  at  any  price  unless  a  man  is  going  to  give  me 

a  fortune  for  it.  It  ia  valuable  to  me  as  to  anyone  else.  Not  long  ago  the  ovmer  of 

the  bus  company  omae  to  me  andaksed  me  to  sell  my  best  peice  to  him  out  if  he  sees 
the  value  I  knovf  that  I  3..ould  not  sell  it,  I  t  is  right  nest  to  the  Casa  Larina 
Hotel,  Someday  I  vdll  build  cie  a  hotel  there  and  andso:ae  business, 

"  Ly  children  all  go  to  the  Public  Schools  and  to  theGreek  school  too  they  are 
well  advanced  in  their  grades  and  I  mil  give  then  all  the  chances  that  I  think 
they  can  take  advantage  of, 

"  I  carry  nice  insurance  for  them  and  educational  inaurance  for  the  children 
no  I  dont  carry  any  on  their  mother  for  if  she  died  I  could  still  take  care  of  my  faiitily 
but  ifl  die  she  will  have  plenty  to  live  on  for  the  rest  of  her  life  and  the  children 
can  get  a  good  education  too. 


“  I  want  to  make  them  good  *^erioan  C  it  izens  and  moke  them  love  the  country  as  I 
do.  This  countryis  the  best  country  in  the  v/  rid  and  the  government  is  the  best. 

You  have  never  seen  in.-ll  the  history  of  th  U,3.  any  better  president  than  v^er  got 
now.  He  is  trying  to  -help  the  poor  man  od  some  times  the  poor  man  that  is  fed  by  he 
very  thing  called  the  'Relief  is  not  thankful.  The  country  wculd  have  been  in  a  much 
more  terrible  condition  if  G  od  had  not  been  with  this  country  'when  the  last  President 
v/as  elected.  He  is  a  good  man,  and  irhe  runs  again  hewill  be  elected  I'm  sure, 

V/e  got  to  have  him,  He  knows  what  to  do  to  help  us  cut  of  the  trials  v/e  have  got  in, 

"  Y/e  gotmuch  better  goverment  than  any  otherr  governmentin  the  vrorld, 

"I '  so  proud  to  be  a  real  American, 
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Gus  panes , 


•^xportefi  and  Importer  of 
Fancy  Fruits  and  Groceries 
Vegetables  and  Delicatessen 
Main  and  Monroe  Streets, 

i 

i 

Jacksonville,  Florida.  | 

L.  Stedman,  Intervievjer .  \ 

Mr*  Panos  is  pleasant  and  apparently  quite  flattered  that  he  has 
been  selected  to  tell  us  something  of  his  life  and  rase.  Although  on 
several  occasions  he  was  found  so  busy  serving  his  customers  and 
arranging  his  stock  that  he  could  not  discuss  in  any  the  detail  the 
matter,  he  would  profusely  aplogize  and  ask  that  we  come  again^soor. 

There  was  genuine  sincerity  in  his  smile  and  voice. 

Mr.  ^anos  is  about  five  feet  and  four  inches  tall^  slightly  stout, 

'He  is  especially  active  and  gracious  in  serving  his  customers,  displays 
a  real  desire  to  please.  His  eyes  are  dark  brown  and  his  hair  is  black  — 
what  there  is  of  it,  for  he  is  almost  bald. 

His  w^ife.is  usually  in  the  store  with  him  and  seems  to  have  her  pets 
in  serving  the  trade  for  she  is  very  friendly  to  some  and  almost  frigid 
to  others,  perhaps  this  is  from  her  lack  of  confidence  ih  her  ability 
to  use  the  English  language  sufficiently  to  be  understood.^i^/$^  She  is 
very  thin  and  exceptionally  f  neat,  her  hair  is  dark  brown  and  she 

keeps  it  looking  quite  attractive  by  visiting  the  beauty  shops  freguently, 
iier  eyes  are  large  and  kind  looking,  theres  a  softness  in 

them  that  tells  of  humility  and  at  the  same  time  fear, 

By  observing  closely  the  actions  of  the  couple  one  can  readily 

t 

discern  that  Mr.  Panos  home , business  and  family  is  governed  by  his 
opinions,  although  there  is  much  cordiality  sr.d  warmth  dis¬ 

played  in  his  business. 
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Mr.  Panos  has  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl  aged  nine  and  five^ 
•‘■heodora  end  Katherine. 

The  store  is  located  in  the  downtown  section  end  is  a  popular 
and  well-known  place^,^^-  -^e  caters  to  the  tastes  c£  the  elite  as 
well  as  the  common  folk,  the  display  in  front  of  the  store  is  usually 
quite  interesting  and  at  tractive ,  for  he  has  always 

on  display  rare  and  uncommon  fruits  and  vegetables,  things  not 

n 

commonly  seen  in  other  fruit  stores  ,  Mr  .  Panos  says, that  many 
people  will  deliberatly  cross  the  street  just  to  look  at  my  display*’ 

Itr ,  Panos  says,  "  Since  I  was  a  little  child  1  heard  so  many 
marvelous  stories  about  the  U.  S.  A.  it  was  only  natural  that  I  was 
very  anxious  to  visit  America  or  the  New  World.  My  father,  7/ho  is 
still  living  in  Calavrgta,  Greece  was  icial  in  the 

Greek  Government  used  to  tell  me  about  this  country  with  admiration. 
Although  he  was  a  faithful  official  of  the  u-reek  '‘Government  he  could 
not  help  but  instill  in  me  the  freedom  and  good  fortune  fo  being  a 
citizen  of  the  u.  S. 

”  He  gave  me  an  excellent  education  and  imptessed  me  with  the  fact 
that  recogized  authority  must  always  be  respected,  but  that  liberty 
is  lews  arrived  at  by  the  majority  of  free  people.  Naturally  the 
Turkish  spector  was  always  before  our  eyes,  it  was  our  nightmare.  A 
government  by  force,  having  the  military  heel  of  the  cruel  -^urk  at 
neck  of  the  week  and  oppressed. 

”  I  arrived  in  New  york  during  May  1914,  it  is  hard  for  Americans 

to  understand  how  amazed  I  was  when  1  sae  the  Statue  of  Liberty  and  the 

impressive  skyline  of  It#  New  York,  les,  it  is  indeed  a  New  ’^orld  . 

no  one  but  a  forgein  born  man  can  truly  understand  what  I  mean  when  1 

say  that.  It  is  so  different  foom  the  old-fashioned  Europe,  the  people 

look  free,  they  really  do,  and  unafraid. 

the 

”  I  went  to  work  right  away  for  f  Metal  iviending  company  in  New 
York  and  amnaged  to  make  some  more  money,  that  gave  me  good  encourage-  6 
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merit,  '^hen  someone  mentioned  jlorida  to  me  ,  and  as  i  had 

a  friend  in  urlando,  i  took  a  train  and  went  there,  learned  the  rest¬ 
aurant  business.  Jivery  tsundaj’^  I  visited  the  Spisoopal  Church,  and 
made  mapy  friends. 

^  From  Orlandol  came  to  Jacksonville  and  worked  in  one  of  the 
big  restaurants.  One  day  one  of  my  guests  whom  I  was  s-erving  asked 
me  to  become  a  junior  partner  in  his  business  of  fruits  , vegetables 
and  imported  goods.  V/ell,  I  joined  him.  In  1921  I  bought  him  out  and 
established  the  present  concern. 

"  I  never  miss  church,  and  take  as  active  part  in  church  affairs 
as  I  take  in  my  business  and  I  have  the  same  interestin  the  creek 
^ommuhhty.  Of  course  as  we  loved  Aiperico  my  compatriots  took  a  great 
interest  in  local  Affairs,  state  affairs  and  national  affairs. 

”  lie  had  been  holding  our  church  meetings  in  the  little  old  frame 
church  of  the  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church  that  they  7/ere  no  longer 
using  for  their  regular  meeetings  and  they  were  very  kind  to  help  us 
in  any  way  that  they  could  and  -tsishop  Shields  was  very  good  and  kind 
to  help  us  in  anything  that  he  could.  He  was  a  fine  man  too,  allright. 
A  little  later  we  iDought  the  lot  and  the  present  edifice  that  used  to 

be  used  by  the  Christian  ‘Scientists,  the  creek  *-^onimunity  made  me 

president  c£  the  organization  and  we  then  consecrated 

all  out  time  and  money  to  the  ####/^  church  and  the  furnishing 

of  it,  Ofcourse  we  carried  on  our  work  among  out  race  where  help  and 
care  was  necessary  besides  buying  the  expensive  fixtures  o  f  our 
church,  it  was  a  lot  of  hard  work  for  us  all.  The  men  on  the  board 

first  were  James  -Ooulos,  Nick  Alesander,  Victor  George,  John  Economou 

rf 

and  ^is  Panos.  We  are  the  ones  that  gafe  the  church  a  statt. 

”  We  have  a  good  society  that  does  a  lot  of  chari  ty  work  to 

keep  the  needy  ones  of  the  relief  of  the  government. 

”  The  very  first  u-reeks  that  came  to  this  city  were  Andreas  Koroneos 
and  GeQj:‘g;e  Zanrakas  or  Brown,  they  were  in  the  fruit  business  i  / 
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and  that  was  in  1669,  they  not  able  to  do  much  about  establishing 
a  place  of  worship  for  they  did  not  have  any  use  for  it  then  end 
once  in  a  while  a  visiting  preist  from  Savannah  would  come  here 
and  hold  a  meeting  in  some  house  of  the  famlies  and  he  continued 
to  visit  this  city  until  we  got  our  own  church  and  got  our  own  priest 
^  Later,  after  the  church  was  in  operation  we  built  a  u-reek: 

School,  Ofcourse  my  two  children  attend  the  Public  Schools  as  they 
are  doing  exceedingly  well  in  these  schools,  'i'hey  are  better  than 
oirr  schools,  too,  because  I  feel  tljat  they  are  more  practical.  But 
my  children  attend  the  Greek  School, too,  because  I  feel  that  they 
must  understand  the  arts  and  philosophy,  ^uring  my  reading  of  English 
literature  I  was  astonished  to  read  i..  the  outstanding  writers,  suchh 
as  Shakespeare  ,  Ben  Johnson,  Erancis  Bacon  the  finest  thoughts  ex¬ 
pressed  by  Greek  philosophers,  gurthermore  a  knowledge  of  (jreek  is  in 
niy  opinion  almost  a  necessity  to  understand  -English. 

”  We  have  naturally  a  great  love  and  thirst  for  liberty,  therefor 
I  have  always  supported  and  will  support  the  principles  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party.  We  think  that  Boosevelt  is  the  greatest  president 
that  this  country  has  ever  had.  He  has  tried  to  do  more  for  the 
people  and  has  had  less  co-operation  than  any  other  one  has  had,  there 
are  too  many  parties  and  factions  now  in  general  politics. 


I  hope  that  he  will  run  again,  i  think  that  the  people  will 
show  their  appreciation  for  all  that  he  has  done  already  and  give  him 
the  honor  again. 


After  I  was  here  for  some  time  and  had  acquired  some  real 
estate  and  a  place  to  build  a  home  I  went  home  to  get  my  wife  who 
had  been  ray  childhood  sweetheart,  we  had  played  together  as  a  child 

and  1  had  promised  to  come  back  for  her  whan  I  had  established  myself. 
As  you  know  that  has  been  characteristic  of  all  the  older  ureeks.  ,  -i 
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”  V/e  build  a  house  and  furnished  it  ??ell  and  vze  are  yust  as  proud 
of  our  home  as  we  are  of  our  business.  Our  house  is  located  in  a 
good  suburban  district  near  the  parks  and  a  fine  school, 

but  I  have  a  fence  around  my  place  for  1  was  intending  that  my  children 
should  have  more  privacy  than  most  children  have  nowadays,  they  must 
study  and  if  they  mingle  too  freely  with  other  children  they  will  get 
negligent  of  their  studies  and  will  not  get  the  education  they  they 
must  have.  I  purposely  bought  the  property  with  that  point  in  view. 

■^he  city  is  growing  though  so  fast  until  I  will  have  to  train  the 
children  that  thay  cannot  run  around  even  though  the  neighborhood  id 
becoming  so  thickly  populated. 


”  ”'Ve  have  much  ambition  for  our  children 

for  our  children,  education  is  essential  for  the  race  and  we  have 
to  be  diligent  in  forcing  it  upon  the  kids.^^  “^ometimes  it  is  easy  to 
let  them  go  but  then  they  may  break  your  heart  when  they  are  not  able 
to  make  a  good  living  and  may  get  into  trouble.^We  fefel  that  children 

can  be  educatEd  to  the  degree  that  in  time  crime  will  be  almost 

\ 

overcome  ).  Ofcourse  there  will  be  some  that  ore  not  strong  in  mind 
/ 

and  will  fall  victims  §§§  to  the  long  arm  of  the  law. 

"  My  wife's  family  belong  to  an  old  line  of  ureek  officials,  they 
all  envy  us  for  living  in  America,  ‘hey  are  descendents  from  paleologis 
ihey  live  also  in  ualavrgta  and  i  know  that  they  do  secretly  wish  that 
they  were  here  in  this  beautiful  country,  that  land  of  freedom. 

I  I  was  elected  pe'esident  of  the  ureek  v^ommunity  end  have  always 

tried  to  do  ell  i  could  to  support  all  the  community  activities  such 
the  Salvation  Army,  all  churches  bed  uross  and  the  uhamber  of'uommerce. 


"in  order  to  appreciate  these  institutions  one  sh 'uld  have  a  little 
^knowledge  of  the  European  conditions. 

My  importing  depart  brings  me  in  close  touch  with  the  mropean 
•affairs,  i  supply  most  of  the  '^reek  Steamers  that  come  to  this  -oort 


and  after  tney  are  gone  and  the  ship  leaves  for  the  old  country  we 
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are  always  thankful  that  v/e  live  in  the  country  of  liberty, 
where  we  all  have  one  President  and  do  not  fear  to  express  our 
opinion . 

”  After  I  was  established  in  Jacksonville  ciy  brother  who  had  received 
the  major  part  of  his  training  in  the  old  country  came  to  this 
country  and  lived  with  me  and  he  is  now  a  highly  respected  physician 
in  Dayton, Ohio. 

”  We  believe  that  people  like  to  work  more  here  and  are  happier 
because  there  is  that  freedom  which  makes  life  more  enjoyable  . 

"  The  first  <Jreeks  to  come  here  never  realized  I  am  sure  the 
possibilities  that  for  our  race  that  were  to  come  with  time  and 
our  effort. 

"  We  love  and  respect  the  land  of  our  forefstheres ,  but  we  are  ready 
to  make  any  sacrifice  for  our  adopted  country,  we  like  it  better  all 
the  time.  And  as  an  individual  gruop  se  make  an  effort  to  educate  all 
our  countrymen  in  “^mericanismt  Our  ^reek  society  is  large  and  we 
strive  to  do  for  all  the  needy  one  os  our  race  first  but  we  do  con¬ 
tribute  other  races  as  well. 

”  The  Ahepa  organization  is  an  organise t ictn  founded  for  the 
#^7^#  purpose-'Of  caring  for  the  needs  of  the  Greeks  and  we  are  as 
a  whole  faithful. 

”  We  love  and  re  always  willing  to  do  our  part  . 

^  The  children  ofcourse  are  our  g  eatest  inspiration  to  us  . 

we  uphold  the  old  greek  customs  according  to  the  Chruch  as  near  as 
we  can.  The  Greek  daughter  must  be  married  first  no)^  matter  even  if  she 
is  six  years  younger  than  her  brother,  that  is  to  have  the  brother 
assured  that  the  sister  is  well  married  and  settled  in  life, then 
the  boy  can  think  of  himself.  ?/e  try  to  give  our  daughters  all  the 
protection  possible  . 
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Little  Katfeprine  Panos,  with  her  brother  come  into  the  store 
on  some  errand  and  it  then  that  we  discover  that  she  can  speak  Greek 
fluently, as  well  as  iiinglish  that  has  very  little  forgein  accent,  this 
child  is  daintly  dressed  in  a  baby  blue  silk  dress  with  little  rossettes 
on  the  neckline  and  and  around  the  sleeves.  Already  there  is  enj^trusted 
in  '■‘•‘heodora  the  responsibility  of  looking  out  for  his  sister. 

■^oth  of  the  children  were  well-mannered  and  vaited  patiently  for  their 
father  to  question  their  visit  to  the  store. 

The  little  daughter  has  the  features  of  her  mother  and  also  the 
same  e:!rpression ,  the  son  resembles  the  father  strikingly  and  it 
plain  to  be  seen  that  here  is  pridd  and  hope  of  the  panos  ramily. 
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Anakrimous  PanousE3  (Greek) 

"  --Samos,  Gre  ce. 

y  Owner  of  half  inter e^’t  in 

Tasty  Coney  Island  Luncheonette 
h'  Forsyth  and  Ocean  Streets 

Jacksonville,  Florida. 

Interviewed,,  April  15,  1940, 

By:  Lillian  ^tedinan. 

It  7/as  about  9;. 30  in  the  morning  and  I  founder.  Panouss  seated 
in  the  rear  of  the  rerturant,  slouched  lazily  over  a  t  ble  with  his 
renting  in  his  ends;  a^oarently  enjoying  the  learure  ftor  the  bre^k- 
i  ct  rush.  LU .  Panouss  is  the  cook  for  the  business. 

The  Tasty  Coney  Island  is  o  :ers.ted  by  brother s-in-lr7/.  kr .  Panouss 
is  topically  d^  rk-  ■./omolexioned  and  heavy-set;  he  must  weigh  around 
520  p..und3  and  is  well  over  six  feet  tall.  The  ..rother-in-iaw ,  hr. 
Vallis  is  f-ir,lidet  brown  hair  and  li„;ht  hazel  eyes.  1\t  .  tallis  man¬ 
ages  the  front  of  th  busines  and  caters  to  the  trade  in  such  a  oleas- 
ing  manner  that  one  usually  feels  tha-t  he  has  had  a  seryice  rendered 
him  after  lunching  in  rhis  attractive,  cheery  jlace. 


The  odd  thing  a:-.out  this  pair  is  that  they  call  the.-.oelvos  orother: 
one  monient  nd  the  nest  they  call  themnolves  cousins.  They  ai’o  cousins 
aerried  to  sisters. 

hr.  V'aliis  sa.id,  "John,  wake  mid  talk  to  the  1  '-’he  is  a 

nice  iaciy;  you  tell  her  ^  'Out  Greeceend  your  own  life  since  ysu  been 
in  this  country.  I  have  to  go  back  to  tlie  front  nd  watch  out  for  the 
customers , 


John,  0.0  he  is  called  by  his  oartner  yaivned  end  stretched  hiaself 
and  while  rubbing  his  eyes  w'iked  toward  me  .  nd  exteridsc.  his  h:'nd,  s  yiirp 
"7/hat  CO  you  wish  .to  kno?;  about  the  old  country  of  Greece?  She  is  a 
beaut ifull  country  nd  a  s  ceet  country  but  I  done  been  here  so  long  n'~ 
until  I  got  the  American  blood  in  my  veins,  tid  I  may  not  can  think  f 
things  to  tell  "du  aoo  ix  the  country.  You  tiiini;s  have  changed  so 
much  since  I  come  to  dis  country  2a  years  a  ;o .  1  come  here  in  ; 
of  1912  and  I  have  not  be  n  back  to  my  country  since  1  left  it. 


lie  ye: 


John  sloT/ly  drer/  a  oox  out  from  u  ider  the  table  and  s;-=id,  "^ave  a 
a  seat  and  w'e  will  see  r/hat  I  c-n  think  that  r/ill  be  good  to  tell'you. 

.My  feet  hurt  me  and  it  v/ill  be  good  for  me  to  sit  doom  and  talk  to  you 
for  awhile;  I  am  too  big  a  man  to  stand  so  much  on  my  feet  all  the  day 
with  no  time  off  to  lie  down,  j  His  feet  were  large  end  he  wore  white” 
sox  as  soon  as  he  v/as  seated  cigain  on  the  cox  he  wulled  off  his  shoos 
-nd  ce  an  rubbing  first  one  foot  and  then  the  other.)  He  continued, 

"  when"!  came  to  dis  country  I  go  right  on  to  the  this  city;  I  had  a 
brother  here  in  the  business  and  he  could  help  me  to  learn  the  English 
and  tell  me  the  business  so  I  can  o  ^en  up  something,  liy  bro  her,  he  go 
away  to  America  when  I  was  a  little  boy  and  I  here  my  mother  read  the 
letters  telling  a. out  the  good  business  chances  a  fellow  has  in  and  I 
want  to  come.  I  plan  a  long  time,  since  I  v/e.s  a  small  boy  to  co.ee  to 
America.  I  want  to  come  get  in  the  business .,giy  brother  was  running  at 
that  time  the  Crystal  Lunch  on  Main  Street,  make  good  and  send  money 
to  my  family  and  I  see  people  .go  ho  .-.e  with  money  in  their  :ocket8  and 
they  have  too  many  clothes  nd  shoes  and  things  that  we  on  our  income 
in  Greece  could  not  afford  and  it  was  jusbthe  natural  thing  for  the  mens 
to  tlink  tiiat  they  would  like  to  come  to  America.  And  why  not?  “e  hear 
the  ountry  in  oionecring  state  and  that** everybody  is  making  good  money 
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..nd  there  is  a  chance  for  all' the  people  to  .r.ahe  something;  end 
GO  something  for  their  families.  Then  jiou  knovx  the  country  7/as  having 
good  times  and  and  big  industries  'vere  saying  good  u  ^es.  -^veything 
was  in  the  building  then,  not  like  it  is  now  andthey  had  to  have  men 
to  work.  Men  to  o/ork  on  he  railroads  and  men  to  build  mvonuf  cturing 


ork  in  the  factories.  Now  we  have  transo  rtation 

e  young  and  they  n.'eoaed  men 


to 

and  then  those  things 


.7! 


ror,7.nd  if  you 


sto  7  to  think 
n  they  ere  now. 


factories  and  men 
in  so  many  way 

for  joos  that  they  now  use  m.  chinery  ror,7.nd 
you  will  see  that  men  v/erc  once  in  more  demand  the 
The  country  was  building  to  be  what  it  is  now.  Now  we 
comoetition  end  there  is  not  the  big-  money  to  be  .ode  ey  the  owdinery 
ousiness  man  any  more.  You  taka  the  rieturant  business  -.or  ins ti. .ace 
you  se  there  is  one  of  them  on  ev  ry  corner  and  if  not  a  re'turent' 
then  there  is  a  hot  dog  stand  stand  and  if  the  eeo ole-  stop  ■•nd  eat 
hot-dog  they  do  not  wish  a  v/hole  meal  they  just  wi-h  another  hot-dog. 
That  iswhy  v/e  do  not  make  the  money  in  re.sturents  theyusad  to  got.  - 


eve  too  much 


she 


**  I  will  not  make  you  think  that  I  am  not  satisfied  eor  I  made  my 
ixx-e  ef  money  but  I  wa-s  foolishand  lost  it-  in  the  boom  of  Florida.  • 

jec’-use- 1  did  not- value -my- year s  of 

cj..,u.y.  I  lerjrned  that  the  money 
not  stay  to  my  side.  Greeks  usually  hrve  core 

left  in  t' 
0  visit 


:v; 

ny-'-iore  then  to  tiiror/  it.  -11  away.  I  lerjrned  that  the 


I  lose  too  much  end  should  h 
hard  worl 
I  get  too  e  -sy ,  i 
sense  than  to  djo  like  that  but  I  was  not  the  only  one  to  b 
same  shame.  I  llse  ever^^-thing  I  had  end  riiy  chance  to  .ec 


doe: 


■i:- 


in  the  old  country.  Not/  it  is  too  late. 


In  ISIwS  I  while  I  was 
up  my  mind  that  I  v/ill  _jake 


in  the  army  I  cook  for  the  camp  and  make 
good  in  the  restiiront  business  and  when 


the  war  is  over  I  start  oat  for  myself  end  owen  a  nice  little  business 
and  I  mal:e  it  pay  good  end  save  acre  a  lit  of  /iioney  again  -nd  think  I 
will  send  a  lot  to  ny  mother  to  rn.ake  her  happy  for  the  rest  of  her  life 
then  my  sister,  ;re  ge  sick  and  I  lEe.ve  to  send  her  the  money  to  have  the 
doctors  to  treat  her.  And  all  the  money  that  my  mother  get  has  been 
20  dollars  a  month  out  of  me  ever  since  I  been  here  in  this  country. 

But  I  never  neglect  her  not  one  month  ^tnd  she  live  good  off  of  it. 

She  is  too  old  now,  maybe  she  die  any  time  she  is  nearly  a  hundred  years 
old.  She  been  a  i-vidow  too  a  long  time  and,  would  not  edwe  to  me  but 
wish  to  stay  there  and  be  buried  by  papa,  ^'^e  had  a  good  jcb  for  the  lon.g 
time  with  the  government  and  r5e.ke  a  good  income  for  his  faily  but  he 
died  '.00  soon.  I  dont  remember  v/hat  the  naae  of  the  job,  orrit  and  I 
ask  my  brother,  he  knpus  what  his  name  of  job  a/as  .  ‘Key, Clem  come  here 
and  tell  the  lady  what  the  name  of  my  papa's  job  loi  I'le  -ov  rranent  was 
I  cant  think  of  the  name  in  the  English. Clem  v alii  5  laughed  and  '^aid, 

"why  do  ask  me;  he  was  not  my  father  he  is  your  ottu  father.  Mr.  Vallis 
came  toward  me  and  said,"  John  here,  he  can  not  think  of  the  English 
translation, somethings  puzzle  him  very  much.  The  Greek  is  easy  but  the 
English  it  put  him  on  the  spot  sometines.  His  father  was  a  clerk  of  the 
Criminal  ^otirt.  He  held  that  job  for  many  years.  This  explanation 
seemed  to  please  John  very  much  and  he  seemed  proud  to  have  me  know  that 
his  father  had  held  that  honorable  position. 


"  I  am  proud  that  I  arn  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and 
■wouldn't  take  any  orice  for  being  v/ith  them  so  I  can  have  the  chance 
of  gaoing  to  the  Veteran's  Hospital  when  I  get  sick.  I  be -n  there  twice 
already.  I  think  I  will  be  the  next  cook  for  the  hospital.  I  get  a  letter 
that  they  will  give  me  their  next  opening.  I  will  be  so  happy 

my  wife  she  will  like  it  too.  V/e  do  not  have  any  children  end  we  will 
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have  a  good  home  for  the  re-t  of  our. lives.  If'i  get  sick  I  will 
have  good  medical -atteRtion-and' so  will  my  wife.  I  have  plenty  of 
insurance  for  my  wife  If: I  die  first.- I  have  gotten  soured  on  the 
resturant  business.  There  si  too  little  bit  of  money  in  it  for  me 
and  Clem.  He  has  good  faith  in  the  future  in  this  little  business, 
ft  is  good  so  far  for  us  both  but  we  have  ra-ke  little  money  since 
we  have  to  buy  so  much  new  fixtures  and  equippment.  ye  have  a  good 
business  down  on  Bay  Street  but  there  was  no  profit  to  it  for  zre 
have  to  serve  a  full  course  dinner  for  only  two  bits  and  there  is 
no  profit  in  that  thing.  We  do  much  better  here  because  we  sell  a 
very  much  of  the  hamburgers  and  hot-dogs.  There  is  not  and  waste  to 
them  and  there  is  now  expense  in  preparing  them.  V/e  had  too  many 
people  down  on  Bay  th''t  -mnted  to  get  the  credit  -nd  thought  that  we 
should  give  it  too.  Here  the  business  is  all  cash  and  we  only  very 

few  that  have  asked  for  cr  edit.  This  business  "was  very  b.a -ly  run 
down  when  we  got  it.  This  place  used  to  bel-ng  to  another  Greek 
but  when  his  wife  died  he  just  lost  his  he^rt  and  and  didn't  care 
about  the  business;  he  let  it  go  #1^  the  dogs  and  a  business  that 
has  run  do’wn  is  worse  to  build  up  than  a  or-nd  new  one, 

”:Ve  Greeks  like  to  eat  and  make  much  out  of  it,  but  you  Americans 
think  nothing  of  it  and  do  little  about  it  either.  The  Americans  are 
in  too  big  hurry  and  dont  know  how  to  enjoy  their  eating.  They  are 
afaid  to  take  the  matter  seriously.  They  are  the  worst  people  in  the 
world  about  npt. .eating  and  that  is  the  thing  I  dont  like  about  them. 
Otherwise  they  are  the  best  people  in  the  world.  And  th^v  are  smart. 

But  th  y  do  not  like  the  work  like  the  Greeks  do.  alllwlll  work 
I8  hours  a  day  to  make  the  business  be  better  ?nd  to  save  money  but 
the  American,  he  like  the  ei^ht  hour  day.  But  this  is  a  wonderful 
country  end  the  freedom  is  the  greatest  thing  in  the  whole  world  to¬ 
day.  There  is  still  a  chance  for  many  to  make  a  success.  I  am  getting 
too  old  now  for  to  make  the  plans  all  new.  I  make  the  money  though 
one  time  but  I  was  foolish  and  get  rid  of  it,  Now  I  be  poor  for  the 
rest  of  ray  life  I  t&ink. 

"  I  am  proud  the-  good  times  of  business  were  done  so  that  I  could 
t-ke  good  care  of  my  mudder.  My  wife's  mudder  lives  with  my  mudder 
and  when  I  send  to  one  the  other  will  h'^ve  sogie  of  its  good.  She  have 
grieved  so  much  for  me  to  come  home  that  I  have  tried  to  give  her 
plenty  of  evejthing.  She  has  a  few  goats  and  a  nice  little  garden 
and  they  bear  good  g  vegetables  and  she  have  chickens  too  and  in  the 
summer  she  have  some  gaot  meat,  I  know  that  she  is  well  nourished 
and  that  she  is  comfortable,  I  will  never  see  her  again  though,  I 
know  that  I  will  not.  She  knew  that  she  would  never  see  me  again 
when  I  leave  for  America;  t ‘:at  is  why  she  cried.  All  the  mudders  cry 
though  and  feel  like  they  wlllnever  see  their  sons  again.  I  tell  her 
Mudder,  I  will  never  leace  you  if  you  say  that  you  wish  for  me  to  stay 
home  with  you.She  said, 'No,  my  son  you  must  go  to  America.  It  will 
make  you  a  wonderfull  man  and  make  you  rich.  You  must  go'. 

M  It  takes  a  heap  of  oournge  to  leave  your  own  country  and  face 
a  new  -’orld  when  every  thing  is  strange  and  different  tongue.  The 
Greeks  have  a  great  courage. 

«  A  poor  boy  in  a  large  i  mily  has  such  a  little  part  of  haepiness 
for  himself;  lor  if  he  is  a  brother  to  sisters  he  naturally  feel's 
a  great  responsibility  for  their  happiness,  works  and  makes  the 
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panouss  #4  sacrifices  th-'t  are  nearly  always  necessary  for  their 
wedding, “I  know  many  boys- that  have  h'  d  so  little  happiness  for 
tehmselves,  'I  am  glad-  that  some  of  the  Greek  boys  in  dls  country 
are-'getting  over  the  oid  ruls  of  the  church.  Everything  in  Greek 
rule  is  getting  more  modernized  and  like  the  American  customs. 

I  know  a  man  right  here  in  dis  town  that  has  thro;,’m  his  entire  life 
to- the  winds  for  the  sake  of  his  sisters  and  ..that  is  uni-?lr.  A  man 
has  a— right  to  his  own  happiness-.  It  is  bad  too  for  -he  Greeks  to 
hold  to  dis-auctom- f or  while  th«  men  are  forced  to  put  off  their 
own  wedding  day  the  population  of  the  Greek  race  is  getting  samller, 
Dont-you-thinkr  this  is  right?  The  women  is  on  the  same  eoua.1  as  a 

man;  she  has  a  j ob  today  and  some  times  they  make  their  orm 
success  quicker  than  a  man  could  make  it, 

«  We  have  tried  to  keep  our  women  from  entering  in  the  political 
business  and  also  from  -orking  but  Americanism  is  doing  more  for 
them  than  we  can  and  so  we  are  not  holding  to  the  old  rule.  Nice 
women  have  been  working  for  a  long  time  and  it  did  not  hurt  them  so 
we  thi|>k  if  a  girl  can  help  herself  by  making  her  own  living  why  not 
^et  hir  do  it.  It  is  though  the  Greeks  that  have  been  bom  in  this 
country  that  have  this  freedom  of  life.  The  Greek  women  from  the  old 
country  are  not  able  to  do  much,  they  are  no  good  in  the  business. 

Some  times  they  cent  say  the  English  words  and  go  on  speaking  the  Greek 
which  is  not  good  for  he  public  business.  The  public  dos  not  like 
to  have  a  man  and  woman  in  business  that  cant  talk  good  English  for 
they  feel  like  they  are  being  talked  about  and  they  -^ill  go  somewhere 
else  to  get  their  hot-dogs  and  hamburgers.  I  got  the  American  blood 
in  my  veins  good  and  strong  and  am  more  American  than  anybody  can  tell. 
Also  the  old  Greek  wife  does  not  vote,  she  cannot  understand  what  it 
all  about  and  the  husband  p-efers  that  she  does  not.  She  will  get  too 
smart  and  that  is  not  too  goad.  She  will  get  too  unhappy  and  make  her¬ 
self  too  dissatisfied.  The  girls  that  grow  up  in  this  country  are  so.me 
different  and  they  will  do  just  like  the  Americans  do.  Just  give  them 
time.  Especially  when  all  ^he  older  Greeks  have  died  then  you  either 
see  the  difference  or  then  you  will  not  notice. 

”  You  mind  if  I  get  busy  now  and  make  some  pie  crust?  I  got  to 
make  pies  today,  YoU  can  watch  me  and  keep  on  talking  to  me  and  I  will 
try  to  tell  you  what  is  good  for  you.  Do  you  kno-.v  how  to  pick  good  flour? 
Come  here  and  I  will  show  you  something  tha^t  you  will  like  to  know. 

See,  this  is  good  flour  it  will  stand  like  I  shape  it  in  my  hands  and 
when  you  see  the  flour  that  will  not  do  that  but  will  fall  it  is  no 
good.  Every  good  cook  should  know  this,  I  like  to  make  a  good  pie 
best  of  all  the  cooking.  It  is  nothing  and  I  can  could  make  it  with 
one  hand  and  my  eyes  closed,  I  have  good  luch  with  this  flour  and  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  use  it  ,  0,  yes  we  have  the  good  luck  storie®  too, 
like  the  Americans,  But  I  heard  mre  of  them  in  this  country  than  I  hear 
in  the  old  country.  But  the  Greeks  will  not  go  near  the  cemetery  after 
dark  forihey  say  that  the  spirits  walk  out  in  the  evening.  You  can  not 
find  anybody  around  there  after  the  night  comes.  Tie  Americans  tell 
us  the  black  cat  is  bad  fuck  but  I  dont  find  that  so.  You  can  look 
under  the  table  there  and  you  will  see  a  big  old  balck  cat  and  she  is 
very  good  luck  to  us  id  she  aatchesrall  the  mice  in  the  block  and  she 
can  not  bring  all  the  bad  luck  but  she  has  give  me  a  nice  piece  of 
pleasure  when  she  bring  in  those  little  kitties  she  she  got  in  the  box. 

We  do  feel  thought  that  if  we  start  to  go  somewhere  and  we  s  e  the  old 
preist  and  we  are  then  planning  to  go  somewhere;  we  just  as  well  stay 
at  home  for  it  will  be  better  for  us,  cause  we  will  have  the  bad  luck 
without  #  fail. 
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--  -«  We  are  the-  same- way -about  the-white  or  brown  rabbit  in  our 
pld  country  that  you  Americans  are  about  the  cat  here;  if  one  runs 
across  our- path  we  turn  around  and  go  b^ck  .  We  like  the  dreams, 
for  that  is  the  way  that  the  great  prophets  were  warned  and  guided 
there  is  plently  good  adive  that  oomes  in. dreams.  We  all  pay  a  good 
thought  to  our  dreams.  You  can  ask  the  preist  and  he  will  tell  you 
they  are  ways  that  God  has  of  guiding  you. 

-  -  While  he  talked  he  rolled  and  kneeded  the  dough  -with  his  large 

lands-and- -I'did-notice  that  he  failed  to  wash  his  hands  after  rubbing 
his  -feet  at  length.  The  pie-crusts  just-appeared  seemingly  without  any 
effort  whatsoever.  In  no  time  at  all  he  had  ready  forlhe  oven  10 
pie-^nelis  all  beautifully  crimped  around  edges  and  they  would  rave 
been  the  pride  of  any  homemaker.  I  asked,  Is  your  wife  a  go~d  cook 
too  and _can  she  make  pies  that  look  as  tempting  as  those  cut  there  on 
the. shelves?  This  seemed  to  please  him  very  much  and  brought  forth 
a  hearty  laugh  would  cook  if  you  had  a  husband  that  cook  better  than 
you,  he  answered  ”  My  wife  is  very  nice  and  smart  but  she  is  no  good 

for  the  kitchen  she  is  spoiled;  like  all  -  he  cooks  -.vives  get.  0, 

she  can  make  a  good  cup  of  coffee  and  broil  a  fish  and  such  but  she 
makes  it  so  hard  and  I  can  make  it  easy,  I  meet  my  -wife  when  she  was 

a  little  girl  -working  in  t  n  e  cL r e  c-  s  jl  a  c  t  o r in  c^a mo  e ,  a h e  s  a.  n  i  o  e 

quite  little  girl  and  I  never  dreamed  that  someday  she  would  be  my 
wife,  Eut/after  I  get  my  sister  married  and  there  is  nothing  else  for 
me  but  to'  get  . carried;  then  my  sister  say  to  me  in  her  letter, 'do  ycu 
you  remmember  the  litile  girl  we  knew  in  the  factory  she  would  ma':e  yaa 
a  good  wife,  she  is  pretty  and  a  very  good  to  her  mother,  that  is  the 
way  we  can  tell  a  god  girl  in  the  old  country.  So  I  tell  her  to  write 
me  about  the  girl,  ii  she  will  marry  me  and  come  to  America.  S  o  in 
about  three  months  my  girl  was  in  this  country  and  I  met  her  in  New 
York  and  we  get  married  and  come  to  this  city  and  have  been  here  ever 
since.  She  has  gone  to  see  her  faily  but  I  didnot  go  -vith  her.  I  sent 
her  there  so  she  could  go  to  the  sacred  well  for  her  ‘'e-lth.  She  did 
get  some  better.  And  she  enjoyed  to  see  her  siy#  mudder  and  my 

mudder  also. 


’/e  ha.d  no  ^children  a.nd  sometimes  I  tense  her  and  ask  her  if 
she  was  in  love  v/ith  someone  elee  before  she  marrry  me.  They  say  if 
a  girl  is  in  love  with  osmeone  else  that  she  doesnot  marry  she  will 
never  give  her  husband  any  children  and  also  if  she  does  not  have 
something  old  and  like  a  family  re-membernnee  tied  to  her  wedding 
clothes  without  her  knowledge.  This  is  supposed  to  break  up  any  old 
1  ve  affairs  for  both  the  man  and  the  -woman.  I  t  is  better  that  we 
have  no  children,  I  tell  her  that  been  alright  if  we  had  not  lost  all 
the  hard  money  we  saved.  Ye  lost  too  much  money  for  trying  to  amke 
some  more  by  gambling.  S  ome  times  the  Greeks  havp  too  big  a  family 
and  then  have  none  at  air.  There  is  a  fellow  down  on  Bay  Street  runs 
a  fruit  store  and  he  is  a  poor  man.  he  has  nine  children  and  is  going 
to  get  another  one  8009.  The  order  has  to  just  about  keep  him  up,  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  have  anymore  children.  This  man  was  once  the  rich¬ 
est  wholesaler  and  never  thought  that  he  would  come  do~m  to  having  the 
churoh  and  the  Ahepa  take  care  of  him. 
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This  friend  of  mine  is  too  old  for  the  YPA  eind  he  thinks  he  can 
make  more  out  of  the  fruit  store  than  he  could  get  for  asking  for  the 

old  age  pension.  But  he  keeps  on  getting  his  family  bigger  end  bigger. 
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panouss  #6  _ 

is  bard  to  tell  anything  to.  thinks  because  he  has  had  the  sens 
to  make  money  he  is  a  wise  guy.  But  that  old  man  is  only  good  for  one 
thing. 

”  The  politics  are  good,  this  time,  there  is  much  opposition  and 

that  always  makes  it  most  interesting,  I  like  the  presidenttha.t  we  get 

now  better  than  any  that  the  country  in  s  ever  had.  He  is  the  best 
in  the  history  of  the  country.  I  always  vote  a  Demodratic  party  tic¬ 
ket.  I  hope  that  we  will  have  a  good  governor  for  the  state  lo  Florid, 
this  next  time, The  people  in  the  southern  part  of  Florida  get  their 
living  off  the  rich  people  that  come  there  to  spend  1heir  money  and  tlw 
should  try  to  give  them  something  for  their  money.  If  th^y  dont  they 
will  go  on  to  California  instead  ofcomiing  to  Florida.  The  state  has 
had  too  many  governors  that  were  interested  only  in  serving  their  owhi 
interests  and  sidetracking  all  the  money  they  can  for  their  future 
use.  This  a  great  state  and  there  is  a  world  for  promise  in  this  statp 

I  pray  please  let  the  man  get  the  office  that  will  work  for  the  state 

instead  of  for  his  family  and  a  few  friends. 

Clem  Vallis  called  to  him, “Shut  up,  John  dont  you  know  that  the 
lady  is  not  interested  in  politics  and  they  are  no  good  in  a  book, 
but  they  are  good  when  you  can  get  the  right  man  elected  through 
your  vote  for  him.  Then  he  added,“Why  dont  you  give  tie  lady  a  piece 
of  your  pie  and  a  .nice  cup  of  coffee? 

John  appeared  more  or  less  emba.rra.ssed  and  said,  "  Why  of-course 
How  about  a  nice  piece  of  boston  cream  and  good  black  cooffee?  Ha,ve 
a  seat  on  the  box  there  by  the  table  and  I  will  give  yousomething 
good.  But  be  ca.reful  there  is  the  bla.ck  cat  under  the  table  and  if 
you  scare  her  out  of  her  bed  she  will  maybe  run  in  front  of  your  path 
then  you  will  have  the  bad  luck  all  day. 

Mr,  i'an  ouss  returned  with  a  very  generous  portion  of  pie  and  saii^ 
"Now  you  forget  the  American  custom  and  be  a  Greek  and  sit  there  and 
en^oy  yourself  well,  lie  were  all  taught  to  take  time  and  enjoy  our 
eating  and  you  see  it  make  me  a  big  mian  and  you  can  grow  up  some  high 
yet,  you  are  too  little  and  if  you  eat  much  of  that  you  will  be  some 
thicker  too.  I  wil!t  make  you  a  nice  cake  sometime  for  your  family 
and  maybe  your  husband  would  not  like  for  me  to  do  that,  huh?  No, 
you  are  not  marry  yet,  well,  well,  you  Americans  either  marry  many  ad 
plenty  of  times  or  you  dont  get  marry  at  all.  The  Americans  think 
nothing  of  divorce  so  they  get  marry  easy,  but  the  Greek  think  it  a 
disgarce  to  have  divorce.  He  only  get  marry  one  time  unless  his  wife 
die.  It  is  a  divorce  that  brings  disgrace  to  tne  Greeks.  But  I  must 
be  careful  our  peocle  are  also  getting  very  much  like  the  -Americans 
and  maybe  in  a  few‘ hears  things  will  be  more  and  more  Americianized. 

While  he  talked  he  made  more  pie^  and  when  finished  they  were 
most  attractive.  He  makes  them  from  his  original  receipes  and  has 
named  them  himself.  Some  of  which  are:  Chocolate  puff,  lemon  cheesse, 
apple-apricotfluf f  and  of-course  the  old  reliable  lemon  custard.  Pies 
Pies  are  not  all  the  dishes  that  Mr.  Panouss  makes. 

This  place  specializes  in  hambugees  and  hot-do=  s  and  light  lunch 
and  the  fine  coffee. 
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”  I  think  that  th^^conditions  in  the  old  country  are  far 
worse  than  in  this  country  for  they  have  not  got  the  feeling 
of  helping  one  another  that  we  got  in  this  country  like  the 
helping  that  we  all  get, if  we  have  the  need  of  it,  over  there 
its  all  for  one  and  and  none  lb  r  ell,  that  means  that  each  one 
tries  only  to  help  his|5felf  and  not  the  nation  in  general. 

"  I  think  that  the  present  government  administration  is 
the  best  that  we’ve  ever  had  but  of-course  there’s  always  a 
of  money  gone  to  waste  in  all  big  things  like  the  relief  end 
such. 


”  None  of  our  people  has  had  to  have  the  heir  of  the 
relief  except  in  the  way  of  borrowing  money  for  the  use  of 
building  and  keeping  the  homes  they  already  had  and  paying 
the  taxes. 

”  My  father  he  has  been  in  the  store  business  for  a  long 
time  ever  since  I  know  anything  about  it,  he  used  to  have  a 
little  grocery  store  end  we  did  not  have  all  the  nice  things 
then  that  we  have  , now, but  my  father  he  is  a  good  buyer  and 
my  mother  she  is  a  good  saver  end  knows  how  to  save  the  money 
in  the  home  end  she  never  did  spend  too  mioch  of  it  in  that  way 
for  like  I  told  you  she  always  do  all  the  work  the  herd 
and  then  jiou  see  she  can  save  the  money  by  not  buying  a  lot 
of  things  that  some  people  buy,  like  going  in  the  debt  for 
a  heap  of  things  for  the  house  but  she  just  do  the  best  she 
could  to  save  and  make  something  in  the  home  while  my  father 
he  do  the  best  to  make  smething  in  the  8d)ore,  so  we  get  a 
little  money  saved  up  and  then  my  father  he  go  in  thebig  store 
nad  sell  nothing  but  sweets  and  from  the  day  he  opened  up 

he  has  done  a  big  business. 


>■ 


...PiilA 


■  e '  i  V,-. 


-  rm  ^  ^  ■  - 


■»  «■  ,^'  •  ■  >- 

pjjv  ■■'/^'.  r,  fe  .._... 


si  Jttii :  d'^lAtipfth  ^ ^ ^ 


^  . : ' . - ,  '  '  /'  C'..  - 


,.-  ■; "  j-'  ‘. '  ■  ,  V?. '"  ■■-■  > ?>  4- s*  ■  ' 


.  •  -^  •  "  •  _  '^5ri  *"  <i  ■  *  ■  '  '■■  -  fc  itf  '"  r^  T'  ''"  t  ‘ 

.  4-  :'ic  9ity  siSi  ^ 


f- 


A 

?• 


jg^fi  ^  •t"^^  '  '•  SJl/  '"'  ■'’  /•  •  i*'.  '.?5f\'  'w  "' 


•  T"  e  asTr.!!'  ni' 


.  .  .  .  'j-  ",  ...  %'t^Jj".^;'  '  , 


\- -  te. 


.  1  L-  f  *■ . 

^0 

^  A 

■  (*?>  ■  ^ 

B 

^  }-  "ait 

if  ^ 

j^-/*:c; 

■  *  * 

•4CV?»' 

c."  I 

'"Tc^.?  M'  «»:;  j  <N4''i|,,i;t 


*'  ’'^.  '  -H)''  '''w 

sn?  ^  ^:,;  VC:  t-..'^t  1^0 


^t>p»  ‘:  fi"  fl 

•  #  j*:.’  ■■' 

.C%| 


a  :  '-tj  J£^ 


a  ■; 


at*  #|':vl9TO<>ra 


.  .*.  ..  \  ™  '  '  •  '  •  Ift  jl/l  •^•v.  .A  '■ 


31 : 

%J  kBa^Xk  \J  %j.i  r^^T’S .  I*  .w.t#>^j|: 


AW';'. 


’  inSrm 


,.  c  \.y 

"  '  >.■  fe-S,  '.'  S  '"  ■ 


:  .  ,.  (jll  -  ...  - 

.1®.  .  '“'1 


v^ecelia  fouIos 


"  xie  always  been  able  to  send  us  to  a  good  school,  he  thinks 
a  youngun  can  learn  more  in  a  private  school  r.han  in  the  public 
school  but  1  dont  thinks  so.  ne  pay  5.50  a  month  for  me  all  the 
time  i  go  to  school  from  the  first  to  the  time  i  graduate  from 
the  high  grades  and  my  sister  the  same,  you  can  see  he  has 
been  a  good  provider  to  us. 

”My  husband  he  make  about  thirty  dollar  a  week  for  his  own 
out  of  the  business  but  then  it  take  a  lot  to  eat  end  have  enough 
and  for  the  bills  we  have  to  pay  for,  the  car  is  paid  for  and 
he  keep  insurance  for  the  car  you  can  never  tell  when  some  body 
will  run  into  you  and  tear  you  all  up  and  maybe  kill 

you  so  he  keeps  the  car  insured  for  accidents  end  that  is  costly 
somtimes  for  the  good  kind. 

"  My  husband  it  is  not  so  good  in  the  ###  summer  months  because 
there  is  not  as  many  tourists  and  business  going  past  as  in  the 
winter  but  maybe  he  can  build  it  into  a  good  business,  there’s  no 
money  workin  for  anybody  unless  you  got  a  mighty  big  job,  we  think 
its  best  to  try  make  a  good  name  for  yourself. 

”  Everbody  in  business  has  to  give  a  certisn  amount  of  charity 
out  for  there  is  people  that  will  come  to  the  business  man  that 
they  think  is  got  smBething  tho  give  away  whether  he  has  or  not, 
and  if  he  doesn’t  then  it  kn- ck  his  business. 

"  My  chillun  tired  out  today  they  play  so  hard  down  at  the 
beach  ,  they  don't  know  when  to  rest  up,  dey  just  keep  on  a  playing 
and  when  I  tell  them  we  coming  home  they  try  to  get  all  the  fun 
in  one  day  at  the  beach  so  dey  get  all  the  sun  and  burn-up  from 
it.  I  think  they  would  take  the  ocean  home  with  them  if  they  could 
only. 
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Cecelia  pouloa 


"  My  husband  he  come  down  to  the  bench  every  nifrht  after  he  close 

the  store  end  v.e  have  a  good  visit  there  fo:  two  weeks. 

“^he  chiilun  have  so  much  good  time  but  th-'-y  worry  me  so  mooch 

about  the  sun  and  the  deep  water,  1  am  glad  to  ret  them  home  ebain 

for  I  h:.-.ve  not  been  feeling  so  good  again  for  I  think  T  am  going 

1 

to  have  another  babv  already  again  and  already  ther  s  so  moo  ch  to 
get  done  that  I  dont  never  get  to  go  to  the  shows  like  T  v.nnt  to 
I  like  to  go  and  have  some  good  times  and  that  is  v  lot  of  trouble 
and  cost  sc  inooch  money  to  us.  then  ve  have  them  and  cont  let 

it  worry  us  for  w^e  Ihinolhe t  e  wont  have  no  mere  than  cod  wants 
us  to  have  anyway  so  if  we  liave  more  then  ’/ e  will  be  sole  to  take 
care  of  more  for  that  is  the  th-^^  v.-r.y  that  ve  meesure  our  fortune. 

”  We  aie  tr:;’j.ght  that  If  •*  s  have  one  child  that  we  will  hove 
eiough  to  take  cere  of  one  child  and  if  ve  have  five  thrn  we  will 
heve  the  strenght  to  make  a  living  fer  five. 

"My  father  he  come  to  this  country  when  he  wss  a  very  young  man 
and  then  send  for  his  wife  to  the  old  country  and  they  have  five 
chilrren  and  good  success. 
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Ceceilie  Jones  Lazos  Poulos 
2883  College  Street,  wife  ol 
restauroj^teur  and  daughter 
of  successful  business  man. 
Interviewed  April  21,  1939. 
Lillian  Stedmen, 


ceceilie  poulos 

l‘he  appointment  for  this  interview  was  made  several  d&ys 
previous  and  upon  arriving  at  the  home  of  this  charming  Greek 
matron  one  would  think  that  she  had  planned  some  gala  occasion 
for  the  house  was  decorated  and  the  chilren  were  dressed  in 
silk  dresses, 

Mrs  Poulos  herself  .-as  dressed  in  a  beat.. tllul  blue  lace 

and  had  a  corsage  of  fresh  sweet  peas  ninred  at  the 

front  of  her  dress.  She  had  been  expecting  me  for  she  answered  the' 

door  the  moment  I  reached  the  front  porch  of  her  modern  little 

best 

brick  bungalow  that  is  situated  in  the/rcsident ial  section  of 
N:urry  Hill.  As  we  entered  her  living  room  she  most  anolO'^etcal ly 
stated,  ”  0  you  have  to  excuse  it  my  husband,  he  is  not  here.  He 
is 'at  work,  you  kr.ow  he  have  to  be  there  at  the  business.”  she 
continued,  ”  Business  is  not  so  good  now  end  it  is  so  that  he  must 
be  8l7.8ys  there  to  get  It."  ' 

Kirs  Poulos  was  married  in  IJSb'f^'in^he  Woman »s  Club  ar.d  she 

^  \ 

had  promised  to  get  the  nictures  of  her  wedding  attendants  as  v.ell 
as  the  newspaper  write-up. ’’“^he  wedding  matter,  she  began  well,  I’m 
so  sorry  but  I  cannot  find  any  of  it  now,  one  of  my  girl  friends 
had  a  copy  of  it  and  even  she  has  lost  hers  so  I  guess  I  can 
tell  you  all  about  it  but  of-course  I  cant  say  that  I  remember  all 
about  it  like  some  one  else  could  for  you  Jiave  to  remember  I  was 
the  bride  in  question”.  Thsi  she  said  with  a  smile  as  though  one 
should  understnad^  If  any  of  the  details  weie  not  given. 

Three  year-old  Elizabeth  made  her  appearance  at  this  time 
seated  herself  beside  and  said,  ”  "hat  is  your  name  and  what  do 


you  come  here  for  anyhow  y  "u  want  to  see  my  picture?  Her  mother 
sat  still  smiling  her  pleasure  at  her  hmall  but  frank  spoken  child 
and  then  added, ’’She  expect  you  all  the  morning  I  told  her  you  was 
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coming  end  to  keep  herself  clean,  f  They  like  to  dress  up.'^ 

I 'will  bring  in  the  other  little  girl  for  you  to  see  she  got  her 
hand  hurt  this  morning,  her  sister  there  hurt  her  they  are  so 
Jealous  of  each  other  that  big  one  there  fight  the  little  one 
terrible  she  v/ould  kill  her  I  think  If  I  did  not  be  around  here 
to  watch  them  .  I  dont  think  thought  that  she  mean  to  be  so  mean 
and  bad  like  that  but  hope  that  they  will  stop  fighting  one 

another  and  be  good  chillun,  Bolo,  bring  the  baby  here 

to  see  the  lady  and  then  get  some  Ooco  Cola  out  of  the  ice-box 
for  the  lady  too. 

"  ^is  is  little  Polly  and  she  name  for  my  sister  Polly  at  the 

store,  she  is  little  and  I  think  too  that  dis  one  be  little  too 

like  her.  '•^'hat  Elizabeth  is  a  big  girl  for  her  age  and  that  is  why 

she  hurt  the  little  one  so  much?/  when  dey  fight  like  . 

It  is  noticable  that  Ceceilia  Poulos  speaks  good  -English 

without  much  foreign  accent  sometime  it  is  soticed  that  she 

gives  her  O’s  a  very  long  sound  and  that  she  frequently  incorrectl/' 

nieces  her  words  in  the  construction  of  a  sentence  s, 

Ceceilia  is  of  a  large  stature  and  has  the  usualstrong  feature 

of  the  G-reek  race,  crown  or  black  eyes  and  black  hair  but  as  she 

i  s 

holds  her  baby  in  her  lap  there/evidenced  much  maternal  tenderness 
as  she  keeps  pulling  down  the  little  one's  dr  ss  end  strives  to  keep 
it  well  below  her  knees  this  called  attention  to  the  fact 

that  the  other  child^s  dress  too  was  longer  than  usual  and  also 

had  much  fine  hand-work  on  it. 

Bola  retuned  with  ice-cold  coco  Cola  and  candy,  choclate  creams 
Ceceilia  offered  the  candy  again  and  again  eat  as  much  as  you  can 
it  is  good  end  cold,  the  chillun  they  do  not  like  candy  at  all  eo 
I  have  to  eat  it  myself,  my  husband  he  go  by  my  father’s  store  and 
buy  cany  every  day  from  him.  You  know  that  is  the  way  of  showing  that 
he  wish  him  much  good  succes  in  tne  store.  He  knows  that  the  chillun 
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no  eat  mooch  of  it  and  I  have  to  eat  it.  ^ometime  I  give  the  maid 
candy  to  take  home  too  my  father  he  should  be  in  some  other  busines 
for  my  sake  for  it  make  ne  too  fat.” 

I  use  to  sit  and  eat  candy  and  crochet  and  eat  candy  and 
crochet  dat  is  how  I  make  so  mooch  of  the  handwork  you  see  all 
over  everthing  I  like  pretty  thing  and  my  husband  he  like  it  too  so 
I  make  every  thing  myself  the  poteirs  and  the  scarfs  and  chairbacks 
and  the  amntle  covers  and  the  tableclothes  and  a  bedsnread  on  t  e 
bed  in  my  room  there'’. 

^he  portiers  were  indeed  a  thing  of  real  beauty  as  well  os  being 
most  unusol  in  their  design, a  world  of  natience  was  cert  anly 
needed  to  complete  these  alone,  ^hey  were  made  of  tiny  round  med- 
;^allions  and  these  crocheted  together  forming  streamers  that  grad¬ 
uated  in  length  from  a  foot  in  the  center  of  the  opening  between 
the  living  room  and  the  dining  room  until  they  reached  the  floor 
at  the  side  of  the  wall  on  the  ends  were  ha  nd  -made  fringe  this 
same  design  was  carried  out  in  all  the  other  crocheted  pieces 
which  included  a  mantle  cover  and  c  air-backs  and  tablesloths 
8.  d  bedspread.^  However  the  quantity  of  the  hand-work  did  not  de¬ 
preciate  the  lieaty  of  but  rather  inhansed  it. 

On  the  table  in  the  dining  room-room  was  a  huge  basket 

of  mixed  flowers  which  were  sent  to  Mr.  Poulos  on  his  birthday 
by  a  business  man.  ■‘•he  other  floweres  were  fresh  and  were  places 
decroatively  thr  ughout  the  living  room  and  di ning- -ooom. 

tt  ^ 

Ceceilia  said  those  flowers  of  my  husbands  1  should  throw  them  out 
but  I  fgg»w®tfiS^out 

say  so,  the  other  flowers  I  order  this  morning  for  you 


coming  . 
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"I  told  my  husband  that  you  wanted  the  story  of  our  marriage  and 
he  teld  me  to  order  the  flowers  so  when  you  come  you  will  know  that 
he  loves  me  very  much  end  that  he  Is  happy  to  be  married  to  me  as 
mooch  today  as  the  day  he  married  me,  he  could  not  be  here  himself 
to  tell  you  but  he  said  the  flowers  would  tell  you.'’ 

■^'his  expression  of  his  love  to  show  that  he  still  loved  his  wife 
was  int':resting  for  it  had  cost  him  at  least  ten  ot  twelve  dollars 
to  purchase  these  several  baskets  of  -eorgeous  roses  and  carnations, 
and  naturally  the  children  were  on  their  best  behavior  during  this 
hour. 

ilizabeth  hod  by  this  time  gone  to  sleep  with  ray  hef  mother’s 
purse  in  her  lap  and  ueceilio  continued  to  rock  the  bahy  who  did  not 
make  any  move  or  try  to  get  down  but  looked  constantly  at  me  as  she 
sucked  her  thumb. 

ueceilia  said,"!  am  so  sorry  you  dont  know  how  that  I  cant 

get  the  clipping  of  my  wedding  for  you  for  it  was  a  beauty  alright 

We  had  an  orchestra  to  play  the  wedding  music,  you  know  what  piece 

I  mean, about  here  comes  the  bride  and  the  girls  sang  a  song  about 

I  love  you  so  truly  and  I  was  dressed  in  V»hite  satin  with  a  boat  neck 

and  buttons  all  the  way  down  the  back  and  long  sleeVss,  whitd  kid 

shoes  and  white  roses,  my  dress  cost  me  35.00  .  yy  br'^thers  »ere 

dressed  in  tuxedos,  I  had  bridesmaids  and  junior  bridesmaides  4  of  each 

'•^‘heir  dresses  were  made  by  the  same  dressmaker  that  mades  mine  sher. 

("duality) 

was  the  best  dressmaker  the  Princess  Shop  has.  Wy  daddy  gave  me  in 
marrige  just  like  the  American  custom  is  and  t'^en  we  had  a  big  dance 
at  the  club  and  everybody  had  a  good  time  for  we  had  lot  of  good  thing*’' 
to  eat  for  every  one  and  then  we  had  a  honeymron  to  Miami  for  two 
weeks  and  then  he  must  come  back  to  go  to  work  for  he  is  married  now 
and  Greek  husbands  try  to  take  good  care  of  their  wife,  and  give  ®em 
everything  they  deed. 
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customs  ii.  ai8rri3.;e  is  not  m -ch  difrerent  from  the 
for  if  we  wa  r.t  to  marry  out  of  the  order  then  7,e  may  for  it  is  not 
neccsssory  that  we  -ait  for  the  oldest  one  of  the  da'-.ghters  to  marry 
that  is  the  custom  of  the  churchhut  all  of  the  (ireeks  do  not  follow 
the  church  os  closely  as  they  use  to,  toe  older  ones  that 

cOGie  fr:,m  tlie  old  country  follow  it  alright  but  the  American  horn 
do  not  always  folloT;  it,  the  painets  would  he  happy  though  if  they 
Y/ould  but  v.e  hve  to  do  like  the  hirer  leans  do.  ^ 


bow  for  instance  if 


little  sister  “oilv  was  to  to’me  a 


G.ind  to  get  married  next  it  would  not  matter  so  riuch  to  my  d  ddy  and 
mama  for  they  hove  seen  so  many  of  the  church  customs  give  .  u  by  us 
that  they  ore  use  to  it  by  now  but  l  dont  think  -^li-a’  eth  t  ill  make 
Tolly  do  that  for  she  can  get  :..a  ried  anytime  she  gets  ready  for  she 
got  a  fellow  she  go  with  nov;  for  three  years  and  if  they  thought  that 
Tolly  rated  to  marry  they  would  ret  marry  for  iier  so  che  can  not  feel 
like  she  did  wrong,  we  like  to  do  things  the  right  lOy  for  to  m.ee6 
everybody  happy  with  us. 

7.’as  married  by  the"’rLest,  he  was  here  before  tb.e  lu-eist  ■  e  rot  now 
but  his  kidneys  were  bad  and  he  had  to  go  to  another  climate  ■.’or  his 
health . 


"Cur  husbands  are  good  to  wife  they  re  r.- t  dru.  kirns  an 
stay  ho:r;e  with  their  wl  ves  if  they  be  sick  and  cant  go  out 


and  to 

the  dances,  v 

^  €  have  a 

club  and  most  of  onf 

pleasure 

there 

for  v.e  have  d- 

. ces  and 

"■'icnics  and  ve  lake 
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to  these  things  and  the  children  card  play  with  the  ot!;er 


d  all  but 
tr  the  shows 
come  from 
wren  and  go 
children  and 


ret  acQ-  minted  v.hile 


e  a  goedtime. 


"  All  '"gee.:  families  rer'd  their  child,  en  to  the  school  vh  ere  tney 
learn  to  sr'eak  mere  vbu'eek  than  they  would  at  home  for  ••  e  do  not  sneak 
so  much  Creek  in  our  homes  when  wvery  body  in  the  house  does  learn  the 
English,  ‘‘‘t  is  best  that  we  try  to  speak  the  English  good  and  so  we  do 
not  talk  much  Greek  before  one  anther  but  send  the  children  to  the  cchoo 
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so  that  they  will  h'^ve  the  friendship  of  other  <.rreeh  chillnn  and  learn 
enou.f^h  to  he  able  to  sresh  socie  ureek  for  it  usually  heirs  them  in  bus¬ 
iness  later. 

’’  *he  L-ree’e  school  is  conducted  in  the  ofternoons  add  on  Saturdays 
I  am  g'oirig  to  send  ray  Chilian  to  the  public  school,  I  .■  ent  to  the 
St.  Joseph’s  -‘'‘codem^/’  my  daddy  though  that  I  could  learn  more  if  he 
paid  for  my  education  and  he  alraj/s  eent  e  to  that  school  and  paid 
3.50  a  month  .  -ti^li'^abeth  v.ent  there  too  but  the  baby  sister  she  didn’t 
lilce  it  and  wanted  to  go  to  the  public  schools  and  she  did,  she  graduated 
from  the  "^ee  High  School  two  years  ago  and  she  is  brighter  than  us  that 
had  more  exrer.zive  training. 

’’I'iy  mother  she  never  le-^rn  to  sreal:  the  -nglish  lang’^age  she  has  to 
spealc  the  old  language  of  her  mother  country  although  she  been  here  for 
a  long  time  she  stay  home  and  have  the  chillun  and  T'orl:  hard  like  a  servant 
for  all  of  us  she  wuld  never  have  a  maid  to  help  she  thinks  that  is  lazy 
not  to  do  all  the  work  yourself,  she  come  here  forty  years  ago  and  HM 
never  out  much  to  see  other  reople  and  Just  stay  hr'me  and  7,0  rk  and 
do  everjj'thing  the  hard  v-ay  we  tfy  to  show  her  the  easy  and  mor'^rn  /.ay  of 
doing  house^^ork  and  washing  but  she  says  It  'sn’t  good  enough,  she  is 
hacnier  when  she  c-- n  work  hard  for  herf  family  and  that  is  all  the  fun 
she  want,  but  me  I  gotta  go  to  the  shovis  and  all  and  'p  out  riding. 

”  One  thin''  we  dont  do  that  the  «,merican  girls  do  and  that  is  to  have 
dates  with  the  boys  until  ve  ere  19  years  of  age  of  more,  our 
fathers  are  very  strict  shout  that,  “^nd  a  Greeek  g:irl  will  not  marry  a 
man  unless  he  doing  some  business  and  can  take  cere  of  them  right,  fot 
like  some  girls  that  Just  gel  married  o  stay  married  for  a  little  while. 

Vie  always  try  to  stay  married  if  theresa  chance  in  the  world  to  do  it 
for  e  ore  ashamed  to  be  divorced  and  ths  man  sa  much  as  the  roman. 

'*  Yy  husband  is  a  good  bit  older  than  -yself  and  all  he  thinks  about 
is  trying  to  make  and  save  something  for  the  child  en  to  get 
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educated  with,  he  is  good  and  soends  all  his  money  for  us.  ”  e  got  a 
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'government  on  this  lot  vzhen  \.e  merrieu  i  nu  built  this  ouse, 
we  should  heve  fot  more  money  end  built  &  eetter  one  for  the  ne *^;hborhood 
is  out  frovinc*  our  house  it  is  too  modest  end  little,  the  ether  homes  all 

around  here  sre  so  much  better  then  ours  Y.e  :  rc  to  try  to  ceve  ^some 

cioneji^  esch  Y-inter  so  that  re  car.  soon  hove  soothci  one  t;.i  t  loo'os  -  vettler 
?,'y  husband  is  not  "sklng  much  oney  nc.v  end  -.ve  are  laving;  to  use  a  little 
of  the  money  made  last  '•■inter  to  r--3y  our  eT'er.sss.  •''•e  could  mace  more 

but  U3U-  see  he  hes  s  partner  in  the  business  •.clth  him  aid  it  ta.ces  care  of 

tY?o  families  and  theres  not  so  much  orofit  to  os  .  ade  iat.ie  rs'taurant 
buslneoa  in  the  Su'.cmer  li>e  in  the  Winter. 

•'•here  uas  certianly  no  evidoace  of  there  bsin^  any  lacio  cf  ^..y  thing 
for  th'-  hone  uaa  beautifully  ai'.d  moder/.olly  furnished. 

’’  '-'’e  have  our  chlldrer:  insured  .  ot  for  u  'ecth  uolicy  but  fu-a  policy 
so  that  they  will  have  money  when  they  grow^^  up  and  can  a  :art  in  business 
or  tame  speacial  trainir-'v  for  h  isincss.  -'e  do  not  carry  any  insurance  on 
our  selves  for  if  I  should,  die  i  hnow  that  he  would  tche  care  of  the  childrei 
end  if  he  should  die  he  hnows  that  my  fother  would  ta’rce  core  oi  uelp 
me  ta!:e  of  t  e  childirn.  our  families  olva  s  help  each  other, even  cousins 
take  c^re  of  cousins  children  before  thay  esk  lor  relief  of  the  ^o/ernment. 

-^he  lunch  should  he  about  read.,  you  must  be  cT.Tully  hungry  by  now 
I  ho'^e  ou  like  my  menu  today  for  1  hove  lyed  to  fix  you  something  t.iat 
is  good  to  us,  i^  is  bsrbej  ed  c  .icken  I  fixed  it  .oyseif  s  t  j’s/ ■) -rry  s.nort- 
ceke. 


’’  ^‘ould  you  p.'':ve  some  of  our  wine,  it  sf  is  good  to 


up.  T  have  it  on  ice 

is 

when  my  liusbar.d 


7s  on*  drink  much  'ut  just  a  little 
here  a  r.d  t  .en  re  oi.^  .y  our  food. 


start  an  apnetite 
before  c  L r..  er 


■*‘h£  Pqq^  ''."■as  delicious  and  nicely  served  oy  tne  m.aid,  tne  C  iilcren 
had  coc /cols  ■'with  t'leir  meal  and  Ture  ..ill  mai  nereo  at  all  times  t..e  order 
of  everthing  g'uite  r.o'iceahle  'with  such  small  'ihilcren  in  the  house, 

the  bob  '.’.as  only  t’/.o  ,  eois  old  oiud  ate  of  the  saitethings  tu  t  v.e  v'^re 
Served,  both  of  the  children  were  in  rooust  heal  th . 
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Xhe  meal  v?as  disturbed  once  when  the  phone  rang,  it  was  the  sister 
iclivabeth  calling  to  tell  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  their 
father  that  had  accompanied  his  son  to  a  well-lcnown  hosoital  for  an 
operation,  udceilia  auneared  c.ost  joyful  when  she  retorned  with  the 
news  ,  C  I  am  so  gl'  d  that  rry  brother  he  is  not  serioas  --7e  thought 
maybe  he  should  be  to  the  hosoitol  for  the  operation  for  he  had  a  thing 
like  8  boil  on  the  end  of  his  soine  and  my  father  he  took  him  to  Rochester 
but  the  doctor  he  say  that  it  is  just  a  toil  and  not  to  be  worried, it 
be  all  aliight  so  soon  now.  Yy  mama  she  must  be  very  banoy  today  to  hear 
about  them.  We  love  our  oeo-nle  so  mooch” 
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Jackoonvillc ,  Florida. 
Kooo  !3hophord|  V7ritcr. 


REV.  ELIAE  iSKiPITAHES,  (CIUEK) 


11INI3TER 


Grcok  Churcht  "The  Rovolation  of 


St*  John  1^1  vine" 


Itcv*  okipitaroo  l::ad  nadc  an  appointnoiit  to  be  at  the 
office  at  9  Q,*  pronptly  on  the  dot  he  v/na  at  the 

head  of  the  stairs* 

Hcv.  Skipltares  is  a  larcc  nanf  r/lth  heavy  Block 


black  I'^irf  dcop-oct  Cray  eyes,  with  a  handsome  full-G^owth 
beard.  His  skin  ifl  fine-grained  and  tanooth,  with  a  alight 
olive  tinge*  Droosod  in  his  a|)paca  suiti  with  long  flov/lng 
coat,  hlo  bisl'-op’s  collar,  plain  ohlrt,  and  no  Jewelry,  he 
C'uld  not  be  mistaken  for  any  other  tbjin  a  ninlotcr  of  his 
denomination. 


\  lie  is  a  nan  of  pleasing  pcroonality,  v/ith  friendly 
gosVuros  and  a  ready  onlle^  seemingly  afraid  of  being  thought 
unobliging,  ho  was  noro  than  willing  to  co-operate  in  giving 
any  Ini'ornation* 

"I 'suffer  greatly  from  the  heat,"  ho  said.  After  being 
seated  comfortably  in  th.o  liall  by  an  opoii  door  with  the  cool 
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breezes  waftiiiG  throuch,  he  ci^okc  moot  intorostincly  of 
his  early  life  in  Groocc,  his  Journey  as  a  yoan(j  nan  to 
the  United  .states,  and  hio  life  year  by  year  afterv/ards. 

'I  OLi  nov/  fifty- tv;o  years  of  ace,"  he  said*  "I  \7ao 
born  in  1887,  in  Tripolio,  the  capital  of  the  dtatc  of 
Arcadlid,  in  the  ^  clioponosius  of  Crecce."  !'c  arrived  at 
his  ace  fron  rapidly  cubtractinc  the  ye'U’o  tliat  brid  elapsed 
since  the  '’“‘orld  '  ar  by  referrinc  to  i:io  diccharce  papers 
froT'i  tlic  /vncrican  forces  \;liici'.  h.c  rc;“»vcd  iron  an  iasiae 
coat  pocket. 

"You  iaio'.v,  in  those  c.  rly  uiiyo  they  did  not  licep  birth 
records  in  y  country.  It  is  only  since  the  v/.ar  that  they 
have  established  the  ].ic.an3  of  rccorclinG  birtho  for  a  per- 
nanent  record. 

-  "I  had  oovcral  brothers  aiid  oiatern,  but  Liicy  rre  all 
dead  nov;,  cxco,)t  one  bro  thor  and  one  sister  livinr;  in  the 
ol'-i  i'jouc.  tov;n. 

"It  decided  early  tint  I  should  be  a  priest.  There 

v/crc  no  sch.ools  in  the  little  village  -.There  v/o  lived,  so  ny 
father  hired  a  private  teacher  and  I  started  studyinc  v.*hcn 
I  was  only  olx  yesro  old. 

"I  \/cnt  riGht  on  studyinc  u^itil  I  v;ao  ten.  Th.cn  I  vxas 
taken  into  Tripolio,  n  city  of  about  lo,GOO  i)Co*»lc,  v/hcre  I 
pao.ocd  Gucccssfully  the  exanination  ti'nt  adr.ittcd  nc  to  the 
hich-  school. 

"I  Imd  a  cousin  in  Gan  Francisco  .  California,  and  a 
nephew  in  ChicoGO,  Illinoio.  In  1907  I  decided  to  come  to 
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the  United  States*  I  I'jiivc  a  cousin#  in  fact#  several  rela¬ 
tives  in  Alexandria,  >-cypt#  but  vro  talk  thince  over, -and 
i.Ty  pai’cnts  decide  things  better  for  ric  in  -vr-.crlca.  Tb.cy 
did  not  object  to  ny  lea  vine  hono  --it  uas  Just  a  question 
as  to  T/hcre  I  bave  tlie  cst  future. 

”A  ncplicv/  cane  v;ith  no  fron  Tripolis.  I  v;as  tv/enty  and  i.o 
was  a  fc\7  years  youn{;:cr. 

”’>7c  landed  in  Ifew  York  City#  staylnc  overnifd-t  at  the 
Injiif^ration  Office  at  -His  Island.  tc  i]i  tl'.c  afternoon  of 
the  next  day  we  take  t!:c  nicht  boat  into  kou  York#  and  arc 
pat  on  a  trr  in  for  the  neat,  in  c'-;rc  of  the  cor*daclor»  bound 
for  ..an  i'rar.cioco. 

’‘Tl'.c  next  day  v;c  arrive  in  C’incinnati,  Ohio,  and  the 
second  day  in  fit.  Louis#  Ilissouri.  -.’c  hxivc  to  v/ait  here 
two  liouro  for  the  train  to  the  ’/^cot.  .'/c  v/crc' very  hun^^ry# 

as  vjc  did  not  like  the  .»:icricrin  stuff  they  served  us  on  th.o 
train.  They  us  Uoiof^nM,  but  v;c  r/oirld  not  touch  it, 

and  they  chj.'.r.:cd  a  dollar  for  it#  too. 

'  o  took  a  walk  outoidc  Llie  bic;  Union  kt.ation  in  *^t. Louis 
and  I  spied  a  Greek  nev/spaper  boy.  I  Galled  liin#  so  to 

see  one  of  ny  ovm  countrynen#  and  lie  directed  us  to  a  Greek 
restaurant  nearby. 

"70  liardly  started  cood,  when  the  conductor  who  r/as  sup¬ 
posed  to  look  a-ftcr  us#  spied  us#  calli:^  to  a  policcnan  that 
v;e  were  ruiininc  G-way#  and  back  v/o  wont  into  the  dincy  station 
without  a  bite  to  cat. 
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"  .hen  the  tine  uao  up,  v/e  v/crc  put  aboard  ti'.c  train 
u{;ain*  The  next  atop  v/aa  Denver,  Colorado,  '•c  had  to  v/ait 
hero  three  hotro. 

*’’Vc  Y/erc  faniahed  by  thic  tine,  a  a  v;e  watched  oui' 
chjincea,  eluded  the  v/atcl'jkUl  conductor,  and  found  a  Creek 
reotaurant  where  \7c  ate  cverythinc  on  the  bill  of  fare. 

Thin  YXie  our  firat  full  ;,:cal  uiuco  loavinc  hllia  loland,  tJrcc 
day a  before. 

v.crit  on  to  Cheyenne,  /yonint:,  where  v;e  were  I'.eld  up 
tv;on ty-i'oui*  iiours  on  accouiit  of  a  ViTreck.  policcnen  v/atched 
ue  here,  co  vre  Iv^d  no  ciiancc  to  leave  the  r.tation*  hen  nicht 
carac,  another  took  hie  place.  It  v/ao  (.cttiir;  pretty  cold,  do 
Y/c  doubled  our  blankctD  and  rolled  up  to  oleep  on  the  cnclico. 

'■The  next  uornin/j,  v/nilo  the  policcr.ion  v/ere  ciizm/'int; 
Y/atcii,  '.70  v/erc  lookin<y  out  the  vrlndow  and  oaw  noioc  uchooltoys. 
Vc  muat  h.'vo  looked  funny  to  then,  there  wan  an  Italian  boy 
h-nd  Joined  up  './ith  us,  and  tiio  first  thint-^  I  lLno\7  one  of  then 
had  thro\7n  a  rock  ti'a’ourp.  tiic  ’./indow  and  hit  nc  on  the  fore¬ 
head.  It  cut /.a  pretty  deep  place  ana  started  to  bleed.  I 
had  a  pocnetknife  v/ith  a  lone  blade  I  had  brou^pht  with  mo 
from  the  liomcland.  I  took  it  from  ny  pocket,  opened  it  and 
otarted  out  of  tl'-O  door  after  the  boy  who  had  thjrovai  the 
rock.  I  chjascd  him  ^or  .a  block  or  no,  when  I  ran  pl.-nk  into 
a  policeman,  iic  interfered,  let  th.c  boy  ect  a>ra^^ ,  and  n-adc 
mo  put  the  knife  back  in  ny  pocket  and  hie  nyoclf  back  to 
the  D tat ion. 

''Lnfcor  on  v;hcn  oui'  watcltnan  wne  temporarily  off  duty. 


we  loft  the  ctation  acain  and  located  a  bar,  wlicrc  we  ordered 
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out  there*  I  bought  it  for  nino  cents  a  Gallon  and  soil  it 

at  five  centu  a  quri.rt*  Pdr  ecc®  ^  P^y  ten  cents  a  cIo2cn, 

chickens  25  cents  each,  and  Itinbf  seven  cents  a  pound  • 

There  Vi-tis  a  saloon  close  at  hanclj  and  there  uc  could  ^ut  beer 

at  tv.xntv-i'ivc  cents  a  bucket*  In  tliooc  days,  v/o  all  worked 

liar  d  8  and  ate  heavy,  rnd  the  beer  was  a  creat  lie  Ip.” 

In  answer  to  a  direct  question,  he  said;  ’’Yes,  we  leave 

beer  in  Creoee,  very  fine  beer,  r.iado  v/lth  barley,  but  it  is 

quite  CKpcjisivo*  Only  the  rich  can  nffo  d  it,  and  people 

coiic  to  the  beer  {^;a.rclcns  and  driiik  in  the  evening  --  nothing 

else  like  you  Iiero  cat  ioccroar.:* 

"J’arcnts  in  the  old  country  do  not  mind  tlicir  youiiC  ticn 

(irinkinc  beer,  it  is  all  moderate,  and  tlicy  :.ro  iiiO  s  t  c on** 

to 

cerncci,  the  .father  especially,  as;  the  future  of  t'.iclr  childron 
and  they  see  always  that  tiiey  ,jtudy  and  di  not  be  much  idle*  ” 

Re  resumed  his  story:  ”I  sell  ny  milk  stand  and  we  move 

on  t"  i'issoulo.,  Rontarin.  Iiero  I  first  contact  the  union. 

It  was  in  tliis  town  tliat  tlic  first  unior;  for  dishwaslicrc , 
waiters,  and  other  restaurant  iiclp,  was  put  in  operation. 

A  man  vns  hun^  in  a  tree  for  disobeying  rules. 

"ilorc  I  work  for  the  railroad  ••  the  Chicago,  hilv/aukee, 
orid  Jt.  .^aul.  It  was  a  hu'd  v/intcr,  much  snow'  and  sleet, 
and  the  trains  were  stalled  everywhere.  This  v;as  In  190G. 

I  rerenber  one  tine  the  snow  plow  started  out  and  cleared  a- 

way  the  snow  tViirtccn  foot  deep. 

"On  Ituy  15»  1908,  there  was  a  three— foot  snow  in  Itontana, 
and  after  this,  the  tracks  were  clc.ancd  and  the  first  train.— 

passenger  train  —  wont  through  to  Chicago. 
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”^"0  novo  on  ttot  ouoncr  to  Idol'jD,  a  onall  place 
called  <Vatroua  ?/hcro  tiic  tir-ic  ic  ctj:irccd.  Tlicro  ic  c  long 
tuiincl  --  on  the  T/oot  of  thJ.c  tuxincl  v/iicrc  the  Inin  conco 
throu{3l:,  ia  »'cotcrn  tine,  and  at  tiic  caot  end  of  the  tuni.ol 
iu  don  trill  -^tai-.d.ord  ’Tine. 


”  Vc  hexjt  on  coir^j  v/cat  and  rinally  l;nidcd  in  -x30i;anc, 
aoh_ii3{; ton .  'rhvO  ia  the  i’irot  tine  I  nee  v;onen  v-'cnrinf; 
ovcralla,  .’iicy  v/erc  niCiCinfj:  ntrav/berr Ic:  .  '-rhla  vnz  in 

1908. 

‘'In  ./pohanc  I  cot  tl:o  idc''-  to  cr.liat  in  the  hnited 
^tatoo  *irny«  I  v/ent  t'r_rcc  cliii'crcnt  tinen  to  the  I'c- 
cruitii.t,;  oi'i'icc,  and  cr-ajh  tine  i  r,o  t»  ere  ii.  nobody 


there  —  only  e.  ai^n 
nci'.tionce  on  the  card 
after  the  tliird  tine, 
in  cnour.li.  I  do  no: 

"I  tool-:  a  job  01 
inc.ton.  It  ia  in  the 


any  to  c  inc  uaci;  at  oonc  !■' ter  hour, 
on  the  door.  I  niucour-ced 
and  oay  to  nyoGlf  --  -Inrcc  tinco 
CO  any  no  re.’"’ 

cor.utruc  ti  on  v;or!:  at  h'annficlde  ‘^aah- 
dcecrt  eouiilry,  and  everybody  •..•ho 


lioo  tlio  contr.act  ecta  ciiucour.  ccd  and  .  ivcc.  it  up.  liobody  •  . 
conpletoo  the  worn,  and  the  Job  ic  liancinc  fire. 

’"Veil,  I  look  the  contract,  brouckt  come  of  ny  people  up 
there  in  v/acono,  and  mq  otnrt  tl'.o  v;ork,  but  it  io  ir.pooeiblc 
to  conplcto  it.  It  took  rrcaidont  tloo^cevclt  to  finicl:  this 
Job  --  the  f.-nouc  CoL^loo  ixj.n. 

"VVe  v;ork  at  noct  .anythin/,,  bcca.uoo  vlicn  you  :  ro  a  otran- 
gor  in  a  otrango  land  you  Izavc  to  look  out  for  the  dollar. 

”V/o  kept  on  until  ric  got  to  dpokanc,  vVaohington,  and  got 
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bt 

job  v;ith  a  nctr  pov/cr  conpaiiy, /luntlncton  O'-Wiiah*  on  the 
Snake  River.  They  v/oro  bullclin(5  a  bl^  dan  to  I’urnluh 
pov.'cr  to  tlio  state  a  of  Idaho  j  wo.ohir^  on,  and  C.rccon  — 
o.  big  electric  plant  to  aupply  por/or  fron  the  Snake  iUver. 
This  \/ai3  cicricrt  country,  too.  Hardly  anybody  at'-yed.  ]iut 
I  held  r.y  job  ond  stayed  ri.ht  tl'.crc  until  tlic  Ir.at  concrete 
wac  poured.  It  looked  like  a  beautiful  piece  of  v;ork,  but 
in  1910  cane  a  bi^  flood  and  v/a  cl 'J  cverythinc  av/ay. 

•’There  /;erG  tv/o  eoniianica  tlia  t  handled  tliio  job;  the 
first,  f-occro  -ind  do*;  n/hicli  v;cnt  bust,  a.nd  tb.o  other, 
illieni  /liitc  Jor.ip'.iny 5  of  ..'c-w  York  City.  They  put  U23 
tc:i  r.iillio:;  dollarn,  finin,hi;T{;  the  job.  fut  I  left  before 
tile  flood. 

v/cnt  ba.ck  to  wpoi:ane,  Va  chi  nr,  ton  and  took  a  job 
7;itl:  b'orflcot  Cor.c  true  tior.  Coniio.ny,  then  I  took  u^)  a  honc- 
ctc(.d  of  t]:rce  liundrcd  and  t’-vonty  aorcc  at  Oravlllc  -- 
on  the  border  bct’.vccn  'achln{;ton,  ir.  tiic  United  .states,  and 
CaiTiada  oxi  th.e  .north.  A.  tor  a  year  or  :;o,  I  ^;ct  cone  .^r'-^nGcr 
IrH'id  -*•  rerca  -«  i^itrchaoiri-y  cone  horcce  and  cattle. 

I  M'Ji,  there  •aac  I9IS:  to  1914.  I  docided  to  stay  ri.:ht  on, 

;  r.  it  took  cone  tine  to  \>roYC  up  on  o.  claiii. 

”In  1917  broke  and  I  cnlictcd  In  tltc  United 

Ctatec  ccrvicc.  -d)out  .-even ty-f ivc  boyo  cnlloted  in 
-eptenber  1917  at  UTavillc,  bciny  nent  iron  th.cro  to  Cairip 
hcv.'ic,  r.biut  fifteen  nilcs  cutcide  of  Tacotvi,  '.•’a oliin^^^ton. 

It  T/ac  a  beautiful  c'nap, 

"riftcon  daya  later,  Prcoiclcnt  'ilaon  oent  nc  ny 
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exemption  papers,  on  account  of  boinc  o-  farracr.  But  I  refuocd 
to  to  bacli.  *  I  v.-ac  aiiGltnccl  to  the  Crdnanco  Bepartmont,  I 


I'jad  chartc  of  a  oquaa  of  fifteen  non,  and  cacli  ci-y  we  liiopcctcd 
five  thounajid  rifles  *—  end  every thhit. 

’’V.'hon  the  airmistico  vrau  sltncd  in  1^1^ >  i  tranof erred 
to  -^irie,  Ul’.io ,  to  r.  trainint  tp  ound  v/l:cro  tiicy  Lh.at  Lit  cona 
into  the  lal:c  inhe  drie. 

''-hen  I  went  to  ti:c  farn. 

"hot  no  lent  of tcr\/rirdn,  L'iiclc  o;ui  sent  .0  tc  a  voca- 


tioriol  trainir^;  sch.ool,  a  part  of  the  aiiliii:/^ton  .^tatc  L’nl- 
versity,  at  -cattle,  aeliin,  .on,  where  I  studied  to  be  a 
(icelor*  -lore  I  received  fir.al  naturalizal io--  rmpern 
froti  the  r.cverrrric.-t  at  'aehinjton,  J.  C. 

"..hen  I  v:a3  ctill  vot  the  dnivernity  of  •'.'ishirLi;  .on, 

I  v/fic  reccivir-c  priv-ite  instruction  in  rltrcnolony  from 
hiTa.  Q.  w.  fuller,  v/ife  of  ^f'of .  I’ullcr,  a  fr.mouo  phrcnolo- 
(jict,  of  hcv;  for;:  eity.  -  f  ter  -'rof.  a  ullcr  died,  hrn.  Hoy 


fuller,  h-io  v/idovr,  rierricd  a  Crcch,  named  .Jha'u;n,  and  wont 
t  daiif ornia.,  ./licrc  eiic  v/ac  iaiovm  :in  M’a.  i'ulici‘-:'hoLi:.no* 
'M’S.  fuller  hx^d  a  youno  lady  pupil,  also  utuch'lnc 
Tjiirenolofjy »  afteiw/ardo  bee  o.»c  ny  wife. 

”I  v/ould  not  take  onythiix:  i'or  r.'iy  kno.-lcd^^o  of  thiu 


(jrcat  subject,  old  c  g  the  hille,  but  most,  most  uucfiO. • 

I  uoc  it  all  tlic  tine,  and  it  liclpu  me  to  decide  nany  prob- 
Icub  trx’.t  come  up  iii  Jiy  v>orh  no  a  nlnlotcr. 

youn^",  lady  aiui  I  v/ont  to  ‘>alt  Inkc  oity  1  Iret,  whoro 
we  opened  an  office,  chc  talhiiic,'  to  and  toachint:  the  women, 

I ,  tho  non • 
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*''Vo  went  lo  -jiilt  Lake  City,  oponiriP.  offices  there, 
anil  later  in  oari  Lrancicco,  v.'hcro  c  v/crc  r.arried*  ’Ve 
also  opened  an  -jfiico  in  ]-os  -•r:!_;clco«  "The  Lishop  of  the 
(.rdiodox  (jrcctc  Church  c^viic  to  -  an  i’rancioco  on  hio  first 
visit,  Oiia  I  v/ent  up  ircr.  Los  ^•^i-\qc1c3  to  Meet  hir.i*  I 
showed  liim  r.Ty  papers  una  :.vj  p:st  rccordn,  tallied  v^ith  hin 
an  to  Y/hat  I  hid  in  nind,  anu  he  ordained  me  no  a  priest. 
Tho  oorvicc  took  plncc  o.t  Child,  Mevada.  ?or  li:',  Montlis 
I  t  rave  lea  over  the  v/ost 


'■'Clio  oi‘  theue  ti:ipa  v.~is  Ihrou.:;]'.  the  desert  in  l.'ev  -de, 
so  hot  that  the  stones  were  like  f m’liacco,  c  1'.  d  to 

travel  at  rii{:l:t*  Cnc  day  v;e  started  out  fron  .Ircun,  Levada, 
ana  tiv-vclcd  ninety-nine  :.iiloo,  v;l:en  v/c  ran  out  of  raa  two 
iiilcs  fron  th.e  nearest  tovm,  Coldfield,  Lcviida.  The  oil 
otation  yds  behind  a  knoll,  so  I  left  th.e  hlohop  in  the  car 
r-nd  vraliicd  th.e  two  hot  niles,  hdivinr  a  l^rd  tine  to  locitc 
ti’-C  little  villafje,  almost  hidden  l.ehind  o  hill." 


Asked  about  ti’-C  c 
h.cv*  skipi fires  said; 
rcncy,  Jui t  five,  ten. 


nclmiije  in  use  then  in  the  vicnt, 
"There  v/nn  no  silver  •'  nd  no  cur 
aiid  tv/cnty-clollar  pieces. 


Continuing  story:  "I  tool:  u^'  post  os  a  priest 

of  tho  Crock  Church  in  Los  .'iriGcleo,  and  was  there  for  two 
years,  .vhen  I  viaa  transferred  to  ld^oeni.*c,  •'■rizona.  I  vrao 
the  lir;  t  priest  to  liole  wCiviccs  th.crc,  and  a  put  up  a  nice 
little  ciitu’ch.  There  wore  a  tjood  nany  Crooks  ir*  the  con- 
nur.ity,  beiiH^  out  there  relief  fron  tuhcrculosia. 

I  atayed  there  durin£,  1^3-  2.93^- 1  having  only  ceven 

converts  in  all  tho  territory  of  Arizona,  v/h.ich  included 


larcc  towns  like  I’osaloo  and  Plo^cotaff,  also  Bisbeo. 
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1  coverud  ihc  \Ti'-olc  otntc  In  my  I;Lodol«T  xord.  One  time 
when  we  -.fcro  in  tlie  nountnino,  tl:c  old  thine  balked,  and 
].'»y  'wire  lixc.  to  ect  out  and  puah  the  car.  It  T/aa  no  hot 
on  thcec  travels  ttot  I  carried  tv/o  oacko  of  'r'ater,  one  on  each 
runninc  boara  -«  the  v/otcr  would  boll  in  the  tank,  and  I 
al'.rjya  to  be  prepared,  hurir^::  a  lon^;:  trip,  both,  oackc 
of  vw.  ter  «/ould  be  cone  Lined. 

’"Then  I  went  to  hakcroficld,  California,  and  built 
another  church.  There  nro  nriny  cheep  her.dero  and  farncra 
in  tint  ocction,  v;hcj‘c  produce  ie  nootiy  •./holcoalcd.  -‘Ino 
honcy-dow  .’iclo.in  are  raided  in  thtt  part  of  California, 
and  quantitiou  of  ri'apca.  The  climritc  there  in  like  Ihjit 
of  Crceoe.  everybody  worked,  and  v/orhed  hard. 

’'Th.c  only  la^y  ijcoolc  I' find  arc  in  the  eouth. 

*.vcrybcd;>'  loio  nerv'iinta .  I  do  not  r.can  porticularl,/ ,  T’lorlda, 
but  korth  and  oouth  Carol ir.a,  Georgia,  -'.labarv;!.,  ana  r.iacios- 
Ippi.  Tiio  ^iCopie  buy  every thinf* •  'hen  fruit  in  plentiful 
in  Uic  urhot,  they  d  not  can  and  preserve  it  for  later  uoc, 
but  buy,  buy,  •-.11  the  tine.  :.;y  explanation  of  thin  iu  that 
the  dnclioh  people  •.vcrc  firut  to  oct'.lc  In  the  -jouth  and  they 
hx3.d  plenty  of  :.ionoy,  uo  there  woe  no  reauon  for  th.cn  to  econ- 
or.iizo.  Tiicn  the  colored  people  v/erc  troucht  into  tl'.e  pic¬ 
ture,  then  claves,  and  tiioy  i-nd  then  to  ca.rc  for  and  to  feed, 

CO  \7lij  not  lot  then  do  uli  the  v;orkV  In  the  cot.  In  the  ' 
forth,  arid  the  -Caot,  the  h.ouoov/ivca  c'-n  peaches,  pexTs, 
crapes,  toraatoco,  and  ot};ei'  fruito  and  vc(;o tables,  and  there 
is  alvrays  plenty  and  a  great  variety  for  tl'.e  ch.ildren  to 
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j'oturnint;  to  h:  o  *.vork  ao  a  Liiniotcr,  Tlr.  ‘^Uipit^rca 
continued ; 

^Vron  Ualiroriiia  I  v/ent  to  itaosachuuct  to ,  fii'tccr*  nilcc 
iron  tho  city  of  .'orcoatGr,  \7horc  the  iJlehop  tho wj:hv]tl:orc 
v;ar.  a  r.ooa  field  for  ny  v;orl:.  The  people  in  Un.t  section 
'.7crc.  factory  v/orkcro,  hut  th.c  fnctorioo  v/crc  cloocd,  and 
everybody  brjc  hard  prooe.cd  for  noncy*  Tho  i?.\  hji..  tci-ici; 
over  one  nill  '.7hich  hao  placed  in  opcarotio  on  a  part  uiioc 
ba.oin™  -jcich  Taturd^y  I  ould  to  th.c  oil  arc  .'epar  t.'.ent 
and  tlioy  TTOuld  r.ivc  no  bo.cn n,  cccsj  rice,  chcecc,  vorc tc  blca, 
o.nd  -one tine o  -.iCiit,  v/hJLch  on  .-unday  I  \?ouid  r;* vc  secretary 
difj tribute  chare  and  clv-rc  alike  to  r;iy  cor.c^rc{:a  t  ion.  The 
church  v.^a  •^>3t>»000  in  debt,  hrivirif;  a  iictibcri.dilp  of  Oiily 
tv;d?ity-f ivc  families,  yet  I  .otarted  out  and  in  thirteen 
F.onlim,  I  liad  voll  debtn  ijaid*  I  traveled  over  tlie  entire 
■Tev;  -ncltncl  .>tatorj  --  nhedo  Inland,  .r.inc,  :Iaa:^-.ci:LU'.ctte , 
•Jonnee ticut ,  '/ernont  and  J^cv;  Taoprltiro.  Tho  entire  anount 
v;au  donated,  star  tine  v;ith  five  dollarb,  and  on  up,  02 
could  oc  offordod. 


'TIcxt  I  \7o.i3  cent  to  Jian^jor,  I.tiino,  but  the  altitude 
TOC  too  hirh  for  no  there,  and  I  v;ao  transferred  to  dalcichf 
forth  Carolina,  7/hcrc  I  held  ccrvicco  in  a  little  itall.  The 
people  there  rrc  poor,  v;ith  no  i.ionoy  to  build  a  cniurclt.  Tlicrc 
1  otayed  t77o  yearo,  coning  to  Jaciccoiivi lie  iji  19j^* 

’•The  Grockc  of  iievr  ilncland  .'tc  probably  th.e  r.x)3t  proaper- 
ous  of  any  in  the  United  Jtatoo,  v/hen  the  I’aetoriea  arc  in  full 
operation,  00  there  ic  plenty  of  v;orlc,  end  tliey  ere  paid  vycll. 


hen  tho  factor! 00  .arc  cloecd,  I  do  not  knoT/  ho\7  they  mnnano.  ✓ 
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"I  do  not  like  Ploride.  -«  the  cliLVite,  I  mcitn  --It 
it-  too  hot  here.  I  been  In  the  O.eacrtc-  of  the  west, 

where  it  wao  r-o  hot  I  could  not  trt'.rel  in  the  d'lytimo,  but 
"woLild  drive  ell  nl^^htj  yet  I  never  suffereJ  ’.ritii  the  heat 

as  nech  'ny  1  do  l:crc.  I  Ivi  vc  moved  to  the  boo  eh  road  near 

^  > 
the  ocoazi,  but  It  io  bntj  nov/  I  have  a  hou^e  in  town,  which 

ic  GUpyoood  to  be  cool,  yet  it  Xo  }:ot.  I  find  ry  people 

Gonploiji  n  ^rcat  deni  of  h.codachco  here,  cau.-cd  by  the 

hot  sun.  " 

^loforrint'  to  r.  forncr  intci-Yic\?  where  drctniio  v.’crc 

diL'cu.:ocd5  ‘  r.  vdiiTjitrroo  said:  "Yoc ,  I  believe  iii  dreanw. 

hi;t  the  ii'.tcrnretr.tion  is  p-rtly  ::  ^i^'t-  i’oncriber 

Gift; 

t^oseph  v;as  in  prison,  but  C-od  (^rive  '.lin  tiwe  ;-:30i:t:«:^to  in¬ 
terpret  the  drenn. 

’*A3  to  fasting,  t!:n  t  in  os  old  an  the  v.orld.  Jeous 
woo  a  hjJUTtn  being,  yet  ho  fanted,  and  uept  his  ):ealth. 

”  .'hen  I  ran  a  ntudent  of  'trs*  ?.oy  Pullcr-bliwaiaD ,  taking 
pbj'cnology,  I  *705  also  studying  the  effect  of  electricity 
os  a  ricaiis  of  curing  disoanc,  nrui  th.c  use  of  the  natural 
electric  ciirrcnta  of  life  froia  tlic  sun.  dor  instance, 
infantile  parolyain  when  properly  trwitcd  io  r.ot  fatol, 
nnr  does  it  leave  one  crippled,  if  intelligently  handled. 

"One  nan  in  dpokanc,  V.'ashington,  cane  under  ray  care, 
for  treatnent  of  nlceptng  sickness.  I  laid  hin  up  a rd  oround 
his  wife  called  the  doctors  who  rave  hln  shots  of  arsenic, 
v/hlch  killed  hiin« 

“This  v/ork  I  do  not  get  here,  but  frori  tlx  Univcroitico 
in  Greece • 
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Octo'ber  16,  1939, 

KQV.  iilias  cikipitarea, 
Minister , 

iiiastern  nellenic  orthodox 
community  uhurch, 

"•lha  revelation  of 
ot.  John  jjivino*' 

(jor.  iiaura  and  union-sts 
Jacksonville,  j-lorida, 

rose  ohaphord,  writor. 


RaV.  KLIA3  SXIPIT.Jh:lS.  (GR^3Z)  MIHISTJIH, 

(interview  II) 

Continuing  along  his  medical  ohservations ,  Rov,  Mr. 
Skipitaras  said: 

"Doctors  somostime  do  very  bad  things.  If  they  cannot 
correctly  diagnose  a  case,  they  just  give  a  tonic  or  a  little 
stimulating  proscription,  saying:  ’’Take  this,  it  v;ill  make 
you  feel  hotter,  and  come  back  tomorrov/.  ' 

"In  this  1 0 vvn  I  try  out  different  medicines  in  my  cv.'n 
body,  to  obsorvo  the  result  —  I  want  mysolf  to  see  tho 
effect  of  certain  drugs. 

"Yes,  if  I  got  sick  I  call  a  physician,  I  follow  his 
diroctions  and  expect  him  to  help  me,  but  I  do  not  dopend 
on  him  altogothor,  I  use  my  ovrn  things,  too. 

"Pasting  is  somotimos  a  groat  help.  \Yc  have  tho  custom 
from  Grooca,  it  rests  the  physical  body  and  dovolops  tho 
spiritual  body,  producing  God’s  groat  gift,  tho  ability  to 
forotoll  and  foresoo-  Por  two  or  throo  years  I  fastod  fre- 
quontly,  but  I  gavo  it  up,  now  observing  only  thi  roligious 
days  of  fasting  and  pray or. 

"You  know  it  is  written  in  the  Biblo  v/here  tho  Greeks 
went  to  Josus,  arjd  Ho  talked  with  them,  explaining  that  mun  is 
to  glorify  God, 
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”Hq  gava  tha  Row  Tastamant  to  tho  G-raoka^- saying: 

*If  tha  world  gooa  upsida  down,  my  Word  pravaila, ’ 

"Christ,  Himsolf,  faatad  for  forty  days.  Tha 
Orthodox  Graoka  fast  four  timaa  a  yaar,  commemorating 
tha  four  corners  of  tha  earth,  the  four  disciplas,  tho 
four  archanoa,  and  tho  four  pillars  that  hold  tho  oarth, 
Heavon  movos,  but  not. tho  earth,  according  to  tho  Bible. 

That  is  why  tha  sun  gets  so  hot  --  it  is  sat  in  one  place. 

And  it  is  like  tho  Word  of  God  -  ’The  earth  and  haavan 

may  bo  r amoved  —  lay  Word  is  not  removed.  ' 

"Tho  roason  for  some  and  so  many  roligious  beliafs? 

Oh,  well,  that  is  because  tho  heads  of  the  Church  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods  of  the  world’s  history,  have  set  up  their  own 
translations,  deleting  what  thoy  could  not  interpret,  arid  in¬ 
serting  statements  and  theories  they  wished  to  incorporate. 

In  other  v^ords,  thoy  fixed  up  tho  Holy  Bibj.0  to  suit  thon- 
selvos.  That  is  why  w®  now  have  so  rnai^y  different  denomina¬ 
tions, 

"Prom  a  medical  standpoint,  I  havo  come  to  tho  conclu¬ 
sion  that  the  mother's  mind  has  great  iniluenco  on  her  unborn 
child.  You  will  romembor  the  article  in  the  newspaper  just 
a  fov/  days  ago,  whoro  a  phillipino  mother  gave  birth  to  a 
baby  with  its  heart  outside  its  little  body.  The  mother  is 
a  Catholic,  she  was  under  tho  tutelage  of  a  Catholic  pris^t, 
with  probably  a  picture  of  tho  Sacred  Heart  in  the  room,  or 
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prolDably  aha  woro  a  cord  around  her  neck  with  a  picture 
attached  on  a  medal  of  the  same  illustration,  which  she  finger¬ 
ed  and  looked  at  constantly.  This  pro-natal  influence  affect¬ 
ed  the  child,  resulting  in  a  freak  birth, 

"It  is  my  opinion  that  a  pregnant  mother  can  make  hor 
child  anything  she  wants.  That  is  psychology . 

"It  comes  from  a  Greek  v;ord  -  *phy  -  eholo^  meaning  you 
find  the  secret  of  your  soul.  As  a  child  in  Greece  I  was 
taught  not  to  seek  so  much  material  things,  but  as  the  Bible 
says  --  'The  Kingdom  of  God  within,'  I  wanted  to  have  the 
great  gift  from  within  -  intuition.  Lots  of  things  a  mother 
knows  comes  so  quick  she  does  not  know  whore  she  gats  it.  It 
is  an  impression  direct  from  the  soul, 

Como  3 

"V/hen  I  was  a  young  cliild  I  know  our  life/from  the  sun; 

t 

that  thelifo  currants  enter  through  the  solar  ploxfa  -  th» 
sun  center;  that  a  blow  on  the  solar  ploxi’s  v^as  to  bo  avoided, 
because  it  was  fatal  to  life, 

"The  front  of  the  body  is  positive  -  the  back  is  negative. 
If  a  woman  has  a  pain  or  headacho  in  the  bacn  of  her  neck,  do 
not  let  the  heat  of  the  sun  shine  on  the  nervo  contor  there, 
but  place  her  so  that  the  sun  shines  on  her  throat,  opposite 
the  pain,  and  it  will  cure  it. 

"But  sad  to  say,  the  doctor  gives  an  anesthetic  for  pain, 
putting  the  nerves  to  sleep,  or  the  person  trying  to  relieve 
himself  takes  a  headache  pov/dor,  containing  what  he  knovys  not  , 
instead  of  using  the  ancient  treatment. 
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"V/o  cannot  liva  without  tho  sun.  If  thoro  word  no 
suQ,  thoro  v/ouid  ho  no  life  on  this  planet.  Our  physical 
life  and  our  physique  is  tied  up  with  tho  sun's  vibrations. 

If  people  wore  romoved  from  the  electrical  force  of  the 
sun,  or  compelled  to  live  under  difforent  planetary  condi¬ 
tions,  they  would  either  become  weak  or  not  survivo  at  all, 

"The  sun  also  causes  tho  fruits  and  vegetables  to  grow 
and  mature!,  and  used  as  food,  they  aroquickor  and  more 
satisfactory  in  restoring  the  normal  condition  of  a  diseased 
body  than  drugs  and  moat. 

"Getting  back  to  pre-natal  influence,  the  father  also 
has  influence  upon  the  uiaborn  child  at  a  cortain  period. 

You  S09  a  cliild  up  to  tho  ninety-day  period  is  nothing  but 
flesh,  then  it  begins  to  move  and  becomes  a  little  warm  . 

After  ninety  d^ys,  if  tho  fathor  and  mother,  say,  at  tho 
table,  bogin  to  quarrel  over  some  trivial  thing,  or  if  they 
huva  othor  children  and  there  aro  harsh  words  and  quarreling, 
it  is  very  harmful.  The  mother  takes  in  these  hateful  sights 
and  sounds,  and  it  produces  a  haieful ,  quarrelsome  child. 

Or  say,  a  pregnant  mother  were  sitting  here  sowing,  and  a 
neighbor  comes  in  and  picks  up  somothing  and  vvalks  away  with 
it  —  a  bottle  of  milk,  or  an  article  of  clothing;  then  v.'hen 
questioned  lies  about  the  incidont.  Tho  mother  takes  this 
in  through  her  eyes,  and  it  is  forced  on  tho  unborn  child, 
who  will  become  later  a  thief  and  liar.  Ho  is  lairked  beforo 
'  ho  is  born,  his  dastiny  inflicted  upon  him  through  his  mothor 
having  boon  forced  to  witness  and  pass  through  this  unfortunata 
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’’Beforo  ha  was  horn  Christ  tells  us  in  tho 
51st  Psalm  whoro  David  says  hd  was  horn  from  his  mother’s 
helly.  Our  people  of  Greece  know  that  —  mothers  teach 
it  at  homo  to  thoir  children, 

"The  Grecians  ar«  a  pooplo  of  faith  and  devout,  The 
Orthodox  Greeks  do  not  heliovo  in  limitation  of  families. 

Of  course,  tho  younger  generations  over  here,  I  cuimot  say, 

I  suppose  they  understand  the  modern  birth  control  ideas, 
which,  I  imi  sorry  to  say,  vjero  first  promiLLgat ed  by  a  Catholic 
priest,  and  taught  to  his  parrishioners, 

’’But  the  Greeks  believe  this:  If  you  bring  one  hundred 

babies  into  tho  world,  each  has  its  special  gift  aad  contri¬ 
bution  to  make  to  civilization. 

"Not  so  long  agQ  a  young  man  of  my  church  came  t erne  and 
said  he  wished  to  got  married,  but  could  not  afford  it.  He 
was  a  druggist  and  struggling  to  make  good  financially.  I 
said  to  him  that  marriage  is  the  proper  state  for  man,  and 
if  tho  girl  wore  willing,  go  ahead  and  not  think  so  mujh 
about  finances  and  what  money  will  buy.  They  v;er0  married 
in  my  church.  V/hon  the  young  wife  become  pregnant,  tho 
husband  came  to  mo  greatly  worried,  saying  her  time  was  near 
at  hand  and  ho  did  not  have  the  money  to  send  her  to  the 
hospital.  I  said  -  "’’Sell  tho  drug  store.  The  baby  that  is 
coming  is  worth  Gill  the  drug  stores  in  the  world.  He  will 
more  than  ra.-ake  up  for  your  temporary  financial  difficulties," 
Well,  he  i:old  the  drug  store  and  the  v/iia  went  to  tho  hospiftil 
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’’She  cam3  through  fine,  giving  "birth  to  a  "boautiful 
ha'by  "body.  Tho  hu3"band  wont  to  v;ork  as  a  dork  in  a 
frisnd’s  drug  store.  Aftor  all  "bills  v;ero  paid,  hi  started 
adding  to  what  was  left  of  the  two  thousand  dollars  ha 
realized  from  the  salo  of  his  businoss.  Ea  had  good  luck, 
and  now,  twelve  yoars  later,  he  is  prosperous  and  happy, 
has  throe  drug  stores  and  six  children. 

"Tho  Greek  women  are  probably  considered  old  fashioned, 
they  defer  to  their  husbands,  making  a  kind  of  partnvDrship, 
like  -  ’Wall,  we  are  starting  a  life  together,  we  will  do  tho 
best  we  can,  we  will  work,  labor  and  love,  and  bo  happy,  and 
maybe  we  will  prosper,  maybe  wo  won’t  -  whatever  God  wishes 
us  to  do.'  That  is  marriage  basod  on  tho  right  principles,” 

Shown  a  newspapor  illustration  of  tho  v;edding  party  of 
"Y/restling  Adonis"  -  Jim  Londos  -  whose  marriage  reported 
xiugust  18,  19oi),  in  the  Plorida  Times-Union  of  Jacksonville 
copied  from  a  Eevorly  Kills,  California,  newspaper  articlo, 
and  asked  about  tho  flower  crowns  used  in  tho  Greek  coromonoy. 
Rev.  Skipitares  said*. 

"Jim  Londos  marriodi  K-m-m-  -  yes,  I  knew  him  very 
v/ell,  a  fine  fellov;.  V/ell,  the  Bible  says  a  rich  man  had 
two  sons;  one  took  his  inheritance  and  left,  later  coming 
back  to  his  father,  aftor  fooling  away  his  property  on 
material  things,  and  ate  vath  the  pigs.  So  Jim  Londos  is 
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marrisd.  Well,  I  wish  him  all  tho  luck  in  the  v;orld. 

"About  tha  flowor  crowns  —  martyrs  want  to  their 
death  with  a  crown  on  thair  head  and  a  ring  iron  tho  people 
who  lovodthem.  v;hen  ono  hecomos  king,  ho  is  invested  with 
a  heavy  crown;  whan  Christ  v/ent  to  tha  cross,  ho  had  a  crown 
of  thorns.  In  tho  G-roak  wadding  ceremony,  the  crov/n  of 
flowors,  the  two  tied  togethar,  moans  tho  couple  is  united, 
to  live  together  until  death  parts  them,  and  they  assume 
together  the  responsibilities  v/hich  God  may  cause  to  coma 
thair  way. 

"The  prayer  chantad  at  tho  time  thoy  ure  crowned  as 
bride  and  groom  is  for  thoir  happiness  and  stoadfastnoss 
as  man  and  v^/ifo  in  God*s  sight. 

"Well,  I've  got  to  go  now.  I  am  parkad  ovortiraa  down¬ 
stairs  and  if  I  do  not  got  my  car  out  right  av/ay.  I'll  got  a 
rod  ticket,  and  I  knov;  you  do  not  want  mo  to  have  to  go  to 
tho  police  station. 

"If  any  addition;il  information  is  2100 dad  that  I  can 
supply,  I  shall  bo  glad  to  have  you  call  on  me  again." 
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August  11,  ^939. 
Gaorgas  Z.  Stathis 
( GR3EZ) 
RestaTirataur 
118-120  Eogan-at. , 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

Rose  Shepherd,  Writer. 


GEORGES  K,  STATHIS,  RESTATJRATEUR. 


_5Ph3  ^all  goldTie tters  indicatuag  tha  location  of 
118  and  120  Hogan  Street  on  the  slender  glass  v/indows  on 


-a44hor-  side  of  the  modest  entrance  give  no  idea  of<  tha 

i 

interior  utility  and  beauty  of  the  restaurant  owned  and 

operated  by  Georges  K.  "Stathis,  Greek  resident  of  Jackson- 

/ 

villa.  . .  ;  .  ■:*r  ...V “a 

The  floor  is  inlaid  with  small  pattern  tile  in  a 

LV  V'' 


design  of  black  and  white, ^the  walls  of  larger  tile  in  green, 
with  insets  of  pastoral  scenes  of  softly  ^blending  colored 
tiles  imported  from  Chechoslovakia.  There  are  six  of  these 
scenes  on  a  level  with  the  eye,  three  on  each  side,  size  - 
three  by  four  feet,  composed  of  small  block  4-inch  tile, 
carefully  numbered ^ and  put  together  with  cement,  forming  a 
beautiful  picture  resembling  for  even  so  short  a  distance 

Ojr^‘ 

of  six  feet  artistifiaO^  executed  oil  painting^. 

‘  I 

Down  the  center  of  the  room  are  throe  square  pillars, 
indicating  the  partition  wall  separating  two  store  rooms, 
removed  when  the  building  was  remodeled  several  years  ago 
for  rostaurant  purposes.  The  pillars  are  faced  on  the 
four  sides  with  mirrors  for  a  height  of  six  feet,  adding 
to  the  i.dear  of  spaciousness.  The  floor  space  is  sixty  by  six 
sixty  feet. 
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The  oaah  ragiatar  where  aomeono  ia  alwaya  on  duty 

•Mr*  Stathis  himself^  from  7  to  10  a.  m^. ,  11  to  2  and  6 

'  CtfiUxo  b-v t.'V 

8  p.  m.  -  and  at  ether  timaa,  hia  hrother,  jo hnny^j^raet^-en 


3 


the  end  of  an  elaborate  black  marble  counter,  which  axtenda  \ 
down  the  full  length  of  the  north  side  of  the  room,  with 
atools  accommodating  forty  peraona.  The  metal  trimmings  J 
of  the  stools  and  counter^a^  alwaya  bri^itly  polished. 

’'V/here  shall  I  bogin?"  aakad  Mr,  Stathis,  who- waa—an 0 

' 

ho  ur  1  at  a  at»hi.3-«ve  ni  ng  -- tas  k ,—  expl  ai  ni  ng  -j»vi  th— ar-l-augh  -th  at-. 

he  had  bean  engagajd-.-in-a-«game~-Gf  rummy  with  soma  of  hia 

'  / 

brother  Elka  at  the  piubroom  a  block  away,  and— drid-^io4— real¬ 
ize— how-.^much...tima-had-slippad'-away,  -  '^and  i  lost, at  thatj" 
ha  concluded,  ruefully. 

// 

"Begin  at  the  beginning 

v> 

"Family,  he  smiled,  hia  light  hazal-brown  ayaa, 

! 

sot  in  a  round  face,  lighting  with  quick  intelligence. 

Mr. — Sta.thi«-i-e  a  medium-sized  man  v/ith  brownish  blond  hair. 


V  - 


4»^-' 


W  >.  V* 


and- was  dressed  comf  ortably  ^in  aist  v/hite  shirt  and  trousers, 
as  it  ha(l..-boen— an-unuaually--waniu,day.  His  qui-ok  nervous 
hands  made  rapid  change  as  customers  came  up  to  pay  their 
checks,  and  in  quiet  momants  he  brought  forth  a  cleanj dish- 
towel  from  under  the  counter  and  deftly  wiped  away  the 
moisture  as  drinking  glasses  "defrosted"  on  the  black 
count er. 

tr-v-N/ 

He  aa€Kt  a  watchful  eye  W  the  south  aide  of  the 

room  with  its  snowy  covered  white  tables  -  thoao-for—two _ 


al^g-the-vrall~and-^hn  f* enter  wa^teh/Ta^oy  table o..jaflA^ing; 

-  where  regular  guest  a  Including  many  family  parties 
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had  aaaemhled  fer  their  evening  meal*.- 

"Perhaps  if  you  sit  on  this  first  stool  at  the 
counter,  you  will  have  plenty  of  room  to  write,  and  I  can 
talk  without  too  much  interruption. 

’’Johnny,  bring  an  order  of  icecream,  and  later  on  a 
cup  of  coffee.”  The  ordor  was  quickly  executed. 

"You  should  always  have  something  warm  to  drink  after 
ioBoream  -  unless  you  want  an  ulcerated  stomach,"  ho  ox- 
pi  ained  • 

"My  family  originated  in  Leanideon,  in  the  province  of 
Arcadia,  Greece,  "lir.  Stathis  said.  "This  is  in  a  mountain¬ 
ous  section  near  Sparta,  fin  the  southeastern  chores.,  of  Greece 
on  the  Gulf  of  Argolia,  an  arm  of  the  Mediterranean, 

"The  house  in  which  I  was  born  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Stathis  family  for  over  two  hundred  years.  It  is  built 
of  atone  from  the  nearby  mountains.  It  is  a  low  rambling 
structure  with  a  red  tile  roof,  and  the  walls  are  two  feet 
thick.  The  small  vdndows  open  outward,  and  one  cannot  sit 
by  the  window  and  roach  out  over  the  windowsill,  the  walla 
are  that  thick.  You  have  to  stand  in  order  to  bond  forward 
and  open  the  windows*  You  see  in  that  country  there  are 
frequent  earthquakes  and  that  is  the  reason  for  the  low, 
staunch  construction  of  the  buildings.  The  village  has  a 
population  of  about  five  thousand,  and  all  the  houses  and 
stores  are  of  this  typo.  Dynamite  is  the  on^y  thing  that 
would  damage  thorn. 

^^The  town  is  in  a  low  valley,  with  mountains  to  the 
north,  mountains  to  the  west,  mountains  to  the  south,  and 
the  wonderful,  blue  Mediterranean  to  the  last.  i 
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”Th9  climat«  iaox*”:Try3crly  reaemtlaa  that  of  California 
tathor  than  that  of  Florida, 

"Thera  are  many  olive  oroharda,  and  for  centuriea  that 
aaction  haa  heen  a  olive  oil  producing  and  exporting  country. 
There  are  also  amaLl  fruit  and  truck  farming  activities,  with 
the  cultivation  of  many  vegetables.  The  soil  is  like  that  of 
California, 

"Carrots,  cabbages,  eggplant,  potatoes  and  beans 

are  raised  in  the  great eat  abundance,  ^ne  of  the  latest 

cultivations  is  the  'Kentucky  Wonder  Bean'  imported  from 

America.  They  call  it  the  American  bean.  It  grows  on  vines 

twelve  feet  or  more  in  height,  and  the  bean-pods  are  two  feet 

long.  ^-^0  beans  are  round  and  full,  and  delicious. 

"There  are  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  and  Quince  “  such 

quince-  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  like  melonsi  The  housa- 

i?ivea  peal  and  cook  them  until  tender,  then  sweeten  with 

Y 

thick  strained  honey,  and  when  thick  and  sirupy  the  mixture 
is  emptied  into  shallow  trays.  .  ^han  cool  it  is  cut  in 
small  diamond -shaped  pieces,  wrapped  in  oil  paper,  and  sewed 
like  candy*  It  is  delicious.  Some  is  coated  in  powdered 

C 

sugar,  wrapped  in  fancy  gilt  paper  and  shipped  as  cciryst al'ized 

A 

fruit  for  export. 

"Sometimes  they  are  cut  in  half  and  baked*  Once  a  weak 

the  women  light  up  the  tile  ovens  <in4  bake  the  native  milk- 

bread  in  long  loaves.  When  the  oven  is  cooling  after  the 

and 

bread  is  removed,  the  quince  are  put  in  ^  baked  in  the  slow 
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boat.  Dalicioua?  The  odor  carries  on  the  mountain  air  for 
two  miles,  and  what  a  smell!  This  is  one  of  my  "boyhood  memo¬ 
ries. 

”I  left  my  native  land  v;hen  I  was  only  nine  years  old. 

A  "brother  of  nineteen  was  in  New  York,  serving  as  a  waiter 
in  a  large  hotel,  and  thought  it  would  "be  "better  for  me  to 
come  over  to  America  where  he  could  look  after  mo  and  perhaps 
I  would  have  more  opportunitios  than  in  sleepy  little  old 
laanideon  where  very  little  happened  out  of  the  usual  course 
of  life  and  death,  planting  and  harvesting.  That  was  in  1903. 

"A  man  from  the  village  was  crossing  over  at  the  same 
time,  and  my  father  placed  me  in  his  charge,  hut  he  failed 
to  take  care  of  me. 

"We  left  Greece  and  v/ent  to  France,  hut  could  get  no 
news  of  a  boat  on  v/hich  wo  could  aail  to  the  United  States. 

In  Paris  I  lived  a  month  ".in  a  stable,  then  the  man  took  me 
to  Marseilles  whore  we  spent  :soma  time,  and  he  finally  deserted 

ik 

me,  I  made  my  way  alone  to  Havre,  and  listed  among  the  hun¬ 


dreds  of  steerage  passengers  on  the  American  Steamsliip  Line's 


United  States. 


were  sixteen  days  crossing  the  Atlantic. 

"During  the  journey  there  was  a  fire  in  the  hold,  some- 

» 

where  in  the  Jfreight  storage  rooms,  and  a  man  came  rushing 
in  saying  the  ship  was  on  fire.  I  was  sure  scare(lr  afid  I 


JEMit  I  clim^ddup  in  my  hunk o ,  covered 
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Georgoa  btatnia 


Georgoa  btatnia  ^ 


It  was  terri¬ 


bly  roughly  down  there  in  the  ataorage  v/ith  the  vibrating  en¬ 
gines  and  30  many  people  milling  about. 

"It  was  on  a  Saturday  when  I  landed  in  Hew  York,  the 
Saturday  before  faster  in  1903,  I  remember  that  well,  be¬ 
cause  the  sailors  put  on  all  steam  and  ahoved  the  Deutchland 
into  ilew  York  harbor  a  little  ahead  of  time,  because  they  did 
not  want  to  work  on  Saster  Sunday. 


hia  itore-bought  American  clothes. 

"Ho  Jo  ok  me  to  his  home  -  an  apartment  with  about  h«vonty- 


five  other  Greeks 


most  of  them  worked  in  r0ataurant3.,^ei.ther  aa  waiters,  or  in 
the  kitchen  as  cooks,  food-handlers,  or  dishwashers.  From 
morning  to  night  or  from  night  to  morning, on  their 

CvA*-^  ^  _  LO  c>- >Jr'4^  Loc»^ 

ahi  tho  t-iirn —anri  ^'fo'r-  In  R  month.  That  was  the  reason  so 
many  of  them  v/ant  together  in  a  five- or  six-room  apartment, 
which  they  furnished  themselves,  doing  their  own  work  aad 
laundry,  and  cooking  v/hen  off  duty. 

^  Nn.' 

n  rL-^-Trr> ia<>3r  ■.  gh  rn-t.  a -r  hoUTS 


now*jb4ay«,-^asi*'h  unions,  and  pay  for  overtime,  oannut— paaai-bly 
picture  the  condition  of  these  men  with  whom  1  was  thrownlln 
those  early  days.  They  would  come  in,  their  legs  aohing, 
their  feet  numb  from  such  long  standing,  and  throw  themselves 


on  a  8unl&»4<»3asL  cot  for  what  rest  they  could  get,  with  tho 
el/  thundering  by  on  regular  schedules,  the  aiT^jatifling 


and  thick  with  smoke  when  the  v/indows  w^ore  open. 

"I  went  to  the  public  schools  for  a  few  years,  but 


the  Hew  York  kids  made  fun  of  me,  and  one  day  I  ran  away 
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"You  see,  I  was  not  used  to  attending  school  with  girls, 

I 

and  they  worried  the  life  out  of  me.  In  my  home  land,  hoys 
and  girls  attended  the  same  public  schools,  hut  the  hoys 
were  on  one  aide  and  the  girls  on  the  other, with^ separate 
rooms  and  different  teachers,  W9  were  at  no  time  throv/n 
together  in  classes,  entertainments,  or  any  other  occasion, 

"The  Grecian  schools,  hy  the  way,  give  the  youngsters 
thorough  training  in  what  you  call  the  'throe  R's'  -  reading, 
writing  and  'rithmotio  -  and  put  especial  attention  on 
languages.  Greece  -3?er  such  a  small  country,^  only 
64,000  square  milesA'lind  ther-©-^^  so  many  foroi gnera' 

A  CwS-.N  trvw  C.rr\vo-''.\ 

numerous  seaport^ of  shipping  haofe— and— for-th  J 

it  is  mc€rtr  neuessary  to  be  ahie— toHhsnddre  two  or  three  .olhsrr' 
languages,^  generally  French,  Italian  and  German,^  in  order  to 
converse  with  the  visitors,  seaman,  and  traveling  public. 

Some  English  is  taught  also.  In  Athens,  for  example,  native 
linguists  are  common,  and  all  the  big  stores  and  hotels, 
restaurants  and  banli^  have  interpreters  who  speak  as  many  as 
six  or  seven  different  languages  fluently. 

"Well,  was  gone  for  six  months,  and  my  brother  was  much 
worried  before  ho  finally  located  mo  and  learned  the  reason 
I  had  deserted  him. 

"I  had  found  a  good  job  for  myself  -  carrying  a  sample 
case  for  a  salesman  twice  as  big  as  I  was,  for  1^2, oO  a  week. 
Then  I  worked  as  a  messenger  boy,  and  aftein.vards  as  a  hotel 
messenger,  a  sv/ell  job,  as  I  was  supp'iied^a  gorgeous  .uniform, 
b^ifce  with  gold  braid,  and  a  cap  like  a  drum  major'K. 

"In  those  'swiftly  passing  yeass  the  best  job  I  ever  had 
was  a  check  boy  at  Rector*  s,  the  old  Rector  Cafe^  on  Broadv/ay 
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at  36tli  Street.  I  worked  there  two  or  three  years. 

"About  this  time  we  had  hoard  of  the  activity  in 
sponging  in  the  Tarpon  Springe  section,  and  as  brother  Jim 
and  I  had  saved  some  money  wo  decided  to  go  to  Florida, 
where  the  climate  was  more  like  what  we  had  been  used  to,  and 
go  into  business.  V/e  bought  a  sponge  boat,  fitting  it  up, 
and  trying  our  luck.  But  it  was  no  good.  A  storm  came  up, 
wo  lost  our  catch  of  sponges,  and  also  lost  the  boat.  I 
tried  doing  outside  work  at  the  sponge  market,  earning  a 
little  that  way. 

"You  see  that  tall  boy  over  there?"  pointing  to  a 
young  Greek  waiting  on  the  tables  across  the  room.  "Well, 
his  father,  John  Eokorhs,  was  the  one  who  started  the 
new  business  of  Greeks  diving  for  sponges,  and  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  having  the  divers  brought  over  to  engage  in  this 
work.  It  was  he  and  not  Macrenaris  of  Tarpon  Springs  that 
got  Mr.  Cheney,  the  capitalist,  interested  in  this  ne?/  idea. 

"John  Eokor-is  was  familiar  with  the  work  of  the  Greeks 
in  the  sponge  boats  for  divers  along  the  ocast  of  the  Medit¬ 
erranean  Sea,  where  they  sometimes  went  down  as  deep  as  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet.  When  he  saw  the  method  of  operating 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  -  a  bucket  with  a  ^ass  bottom  through 
which  the  sponger  looked  and  then  drove  his  long  three-tinad 
pole  into  the  sponge  beds,  tearing  off  young  sponges  and  old. 


ruining  others,  he  knew  that  the  diving  system  was 


Va&A  P^off as-wellir-as  a..  battee^-mad4>-of-w-6r-k. 

"There  was  a  feud  between  the  Greek  spongers  at  key 
West  and  the  colony  at  Tarpon  t^prings.  Lir.  Cheneycalled  . 
the  United  States  Coast  Guardto  help  quell  the  diff icultiesg^ 
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’’Old  John  Eohoms  had  a  small  oannon  mounted  on 
his  fishing  "boat.  The  trouble  lasted  four  or  five  months. 
That  was  in  1904,  hut  with  the  help  of  the  Coast  juard 
boats  threatening  the  Key  Westers,  the  differences  were 
ironed  out  and  peaoe  reigned  once  more, 

"It  was  in  1906  we  went  to  Tarpon  springs,  aa4  after 
we  v/ent  brok^v/e  left  in  1908,  returning  to  New  York, 

"My  father  died  in  1908,  and  wo  decided  to  send  for  my 
youngest  brother,  Johnny.  I  had  secured  work  as  a  messenger 
v/ith  the  TierngyEotel  on  Broadway  in  New  York.  Mrs.  Tierney 
lived  at  the  hotel,  and  whenever  she  wanted  flowers  or  any¬ 
thing  from  Lord  &  Taylor’s  or  the  other  department  stores 
she  used  to  send  me,  I  would  rush  out,  select  whatever  she 
wanted  with  great  care,  and  rush  back  all  cut  of  breath. 


Mrs.  Tierney-^ made  such  a  to-do  over  what  I  did^  and  it  would 
thrill  mo  half  to  death.  One  day  she  said,  'Georges,  -ywt— 
hav©--5U^tfi  a  long  fuce*^  I  havoAi-e-t  seen  you  smile  this  morn¬ 
ing,  What’s  the  trouble?'  I  told  hor  I  had  put  most  of  my 
savings  in  a  ticket  for  my  youngest  brother’s  passage  to  the 
United  States,  and  had  made  several  trips  to  the  Immigration 
Office,  trying  to  explain  to  the  stern  officials  that  I  was 
able  to  support  my  brother ((f  you  sea,  I  figured  I  could  get 
him  a  job  with  the  kind  Tiarn'^s  and  have  him  right  with  mo  - 
but  tdasy-  did  not  havo  much  confidence  in  my  ability  to  support 
myself  much  less  a  younger  brother,  and  as  Johnny  was 

now  on  the  ocean,  it  looked  like  he  would  face  deportation 
on  his  arrival,  and  I  would  lose  the  money  I  had  sent  hinn.for 
his  ticket 

”Mrs.  Tierney  said,  -  'Now,  don't  you  worry  about  a 
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little  thing  like  that.  1*11  ask  Ltr*  Tiamey  to  look  into 
the  situation.* 

"I  did  not  knoVk'  it,  hut  I  guess  Mr*  Tierney  was  quite  an 
Irish  politician,  ^^e  was  a  great  friend  of  JygJfe  Taft,  Xr"  I 

feuridr--^ut--d.a^r  lso'^=just  wrote  Pre^xdtsrrt^^eb^  a  letter^  and  the 
first  thing  I  knew  Johnny  was  at  the  hotel  all  safe  and  sound, 
without  even  a  notice. 

’*?;o  put  Johnny  in  school,  and  Jim  and  I  worked  and  saved 
our  money. 

"In  1909  we  went  to  Arcadia,  Florida,  staying  a  short 
time,  and  in  1910  wo  again  landed  in  Tarpon  springs.  V/e 
started  a  lunch  room  and  w'ent  broke  for  the  second  time  in 
that  town. 

"We  came  back  through  Jacksonville,  on  our  way  to  Hew 
York.  We  stopped  overnight  with  a  friend  here,  and  he  said  - 
*I  know  a  man  who  has  a  lunch  place  for  sale  over  here  on 
Bridge  Street , (now  Broad  Street) 1 
'''*How  much*  says  Jim. 

''*Well,  I  tliink  you  can  buy  it  for  ^50.00.' 

"The  fare  back  to  Hew  York  was  around  ^'Bb.OO,  so  we  had 

to  figure  pretty  close.  Our  friend  took  us  to  Mr.  George 

Jeffrys  who  operated  a  market  on  Forsyth  Street,  back  of  the 

Mason  Hotel,  and  explained  the  situation  to  him  -  that  we 

had  only  enou^  money  to  buy  the  lunch  stand,  and  would  have 
\ 

to  have  credit  for  at  least  thirty  days  for  our  supplies. 

"lir.  Jeffrys  said:  *Let's  look  at  your  hiinds.'  He  wanted 
to  see  if  they  were  rough  and  calloused  —  in  other  words,  if 
we  were  used  to  hard  work  or  had  the  soft, smooth  hands  of  a 
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loafer.  Mr.  Jeffrya  took, a  long  look,  then  he  said  *okeh. * 

”We  agreed  to  hny  everything  from  him,  and  hy  that  evening 
W9  wore  in  husinesa  in  Jacksonville  on  Bridge  and  Ward 'Street 
Mr.  Jeffrya  even  buying  the  place  for  us.  It  was  called  the 
Ba^e  Lunch  -“I  never  knev/  why  --  and  the  trade  was  all 
colored.  We  had  a  good  business,  of  the  kind.  That  was  in 
the  days  of  the  old  ho r s'^r a c e^^ rack  out  on  Moncrief  Road, 
and  when  the  negroes  had  a  good  day  at  the  track,  we  had  a 
good  night's  business.  But  I  could  not  get  used  to  the 
negroes,  I  hated  them.  I  had  been  associated  with  such  nice 
people  in  i^ew  York,  and  I  was  homesick  for  my  old  stamping 
grounds.  I  had  two  or  three  fights  with  some  of  the  colored 
boys,  and  I  said  to  Jim  we  had  better  get  out  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  before  some  of  them  either  killed  mo  or  I  killed 
them. 

"We  finally  sold  out,  end  brother  Jim  went  back  to  New 
York,  and  J  stayed  here,  keeping  Jojmny  with  me.  We  worked 
at  the  Savoy  Theatre  for  a  while  in  1910  and  1911,  then  I 
took  my  brother  with  me  back  to  New  York.  We  bought  a  place 
in  the  Bronx,  and  in  a  short  time  wont  completely  broke. 

"We  had^a^  friend  in  Jacksonville  who  wrote  us  that 
Cafeteria 

Applegate's  ‘otxX  anymrti 

tlie-8 t-r 0 et  - f r om-41iQ__Consol4da4^ed-^i±d-ing-en-Bay — Strren'tr,  was 
for  sale.  It  was  not  much  of  a  place,  but  he  m^de  the  ar¬ 
rangements  and  I  came  on  and  bought  4h^4Til*rQe «  I  fixed  it 
up  nice.  I  was  the  first  one  in  Jacksonville  to  put  a  tile 
floor  and  tile  walls  in  a  restaurant,  Gilreath's  following 
later  in  their  restaurant  on  West  Bay  i^treet. 

"In  1912  Greece  was  at  war,  and  my  brother  went  back  to 
the  old  country,  Joining  the  infantry,  leaving  me  here  by 
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myself*  Through  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  Barnett  Bank,  i  had 
borrowed  v600,00.  I  was  kind  of  discouraged.  It  was  just 
before  the  World  War,  things  v.’ere  all  jittery,  there  was  a 
depression,  and  lots  of  people  in  Jacksonville  went  broke. 

"“^bout  this  time  the  Plaza  Restaurant  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street  next  to  the  Gem  Theatre  was  for  sale.  I 
knew  it  w;«  a  good  location,  but  I  could  not  see  myself  going 
into  debt  to  the  extent  of  !^18,000  or  $20,000  on  a  kind  of 
a  gamble » 

’’One  day  my  friend,  James  Poulos,  who  had  quite  a  suc¬ 
cessful  friiit  business  hero,  said  -  *Let's  buy  the  place 
together, &nd  run  it  until  Jim  comes  back  fi’om  Greece.  ’ 

”The  deed  was  made.  In  1913  v/e  had  a  pretty  hard  time. 
In  1914  came  the  start  of  the  V/orld  Y/ar.  My  brother  c&m© 
back  in  the  meantime,  and  we  made  the  place  pay.  I  was  run¬ 
ning  the  cafeteria  and  Jim  ran  the  Plaza. 

"In  1917  I  enlisted  with  the  Jacksonville  troops  and 
was  sent  to  Prazice  in  the  V/orld  War. 

"In  1919  I  returned.  Mr.  Cleaveland,  the  furniture 

>  ' 

dealer  was  putting  in  a  lino  of  Columbia  Grafanolaa  and 
wanted  our  location,  “e  had  a  tv.o  years’  lease,  which  we 
disposed  of  to  him,  and  moved  the  Plaza  up  near  the  Barnett 
Bank. 

"In  1920  i  bought  the  lunch  room  of  the  Seminole  Hotel 
and  ran  it  for  ten  years.  Th  n  Mir.  Hemos  leased  the  whole 
building,  and  I  came  to  this  location  on  Hogan  Street  and 
have  been  hero  ever  since. 

"In  the  summer  of  1926  I  wont  back  to  my  old  homo  in 
Greece  for  a  visit,  and  married  my  childhood  sweetheart. 
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"Wa  own  our  own  home  at  1736  Market  Street,  and  have 
two  young  daughters  -Sugenia^^h.  who  vdll  he  tv^eive  on  the 
27th  of  August  and  Elizabeth,  seven.  They  go  to  the 
Rutherford  Public  School  on  5th  and  Market  Streets,  and  are 
both  getting  along  nicely. 

"I  aadd/my  family  are  members  of  the\)rthodox  Greek  Churoh, 
St.  Johns  the  Pivine,  on  the  corner  of  Laura  and  Union  Streets. 
There  is  a  Greek  School  operated  in  connection  with  the  Church 
during  the  regular  school  months,  and  our  girls  go  there  for 
two  hours  each  school  day  after  the  regular  session  of  the 
public  school  is  over*  They  are  taught  the  mother  tongue, 
and  read  from  xho  Greek  classics  in  literature,  which  will  be 
of  great  help  to  them  later  on  when  they  go  off  to  college. 

-  "Thera  are  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  Greeks  in  this 
community,  and  they  pay  the  Greek  teacher.  The  fee  runs 
about  §2.00  per  month  per  pupil.  The  Order  of  Ahepa,  a 
national  Greek  fraternal  organization,  for  the  promotion  of 
Greek  welfare  in  the  United  States,  built  and  paid  for  the 
school  building  adjoining  the  rear  of  the  church  on  the 
Union  Street  side, 

"These  children  never  expect  to  go  to  Greece  -  they 
are  full-fledged  American  citizens,  and  it  is  our  desire 
that  when  the  younger  generation  grows  up  people  will  not 
say  that  they  are  from  Indo-China,  A|sia  Minor,  Greece^or 
any  other  foreign  country,  but  self-respecting,  law-abiding 
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"Diiring  tha  ooursa  of  the  school  term,  the  little 
children  put  on  three  or  four  shows.  City  officials  and 
prominent  people  are  invited  to  see  tha  progress  of  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  local  Greek  citizens,  and  it  is  not  unusual  to 
sea  memhars  of  the  City  Commission  -  Thomas  Imeson,  Fred 
Valz,  *pop*  Ulch,  and  others  in  the  aidience. 

"Faster  weak  is  a  time  of  festivity  with  us  ,  and  we  alv^ays 
give  a  picnic  at  Rulin' s  estate  on  the  St,  Johns  River  in 
South  Jacksonville,  Hero  again  tha  city  officials  are  seen, 
some  of  them  have  such  a  nice  time  they  never  miss  one  of  our 
picnics, 

"Our , religion?  The  Orthodox  Greek  Church  usos  a  ritual 
I;  '  0 

service,  is  not  at  all  related  to  tha  Roman  Catholic  Church, 

A  ’  . 

hut  almost  duplicates  the  Bpiscopalin.  Efforts  are  now  being 
made  in  tha  United  States  to  have  tha  Greek  Church  affiliate 
with  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  no  doubt  in  time  this  will 
come  to  pass," 

During  all  this  time,  Mr,  Stathis  kapt-rcp-a  m’yrry^'  J inglsr" 
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with--t ha“c-ash-'r0 gistaj:, -«rs  customers^^^jbfi^id  thair  checks,' 'al-1- 

His  place  is 

popular  with  businessmen,  and  a  ^ance  down  the  counter 
showed  at  one  time  six  v;oll  known  "i^ummer  widowers,”  who 

are  remaining  in  town  v/hile  thair  families  are  sojourning 

JV 

in  the  Carolina  -^untains,  the  new  "^ork  <^San  Francisco 
^airs,  or  abroad*  Marous— Fagg, -President— of  “th"e  Children  *  s 
Home  -  Socle ty-,— who aa_wife_and.  daughters-are  -away -this  summer 
on  a.  long-^tr-i-p-^-^paTCsed  with  a  word  of  ~^'eatin^^  oxhibiTing 
a  lett.er— Just-receivsd-from-  Mrsi-— Fagg 'postmarked-in-NeW 
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had  concludod'^on  tho 


Islanda^'^mharlcing  from -an  imlmown  ^ 
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port,  which  hoN^a^'d  he  had  h^on  unahle  to  find  on  any  map. 


He  had/ just  finished  a  :^V0  course  di^er  at  the  immaculate 

/  \  \  .  y 

"black  counter,  v/it'h~-€r  late  copy  of v'  1  i r^e s pr oad  out  before  ^ 

/  i— 

him  as  he  ate. 

’"eorgea,  how  about  oahhing  a  check  for  ten^"  inquired 
a  local  moving  and  storage  man,  "I’m  a  little  short." 

"Okah,"  said  Georges.  "You  want  a  chock  on  my  bank  or  on 
your  bank?" 


"V/ell,  i  expect  if  I'd  check  on  your  bank  account  I  might 
raise  a  larger  sum,  but  I  might  go  to  jail,  so  I’ll  just  take 
a  blank  check  on  the  Idorida  National." 

Prom  a  desk  behind  him,  Mr*  Stathis  quickly  produced  a 
block  of  blank  checks,  which  he  handed  to  his  customer,  and 
gave  him  the  change  after  deducting  the  fifty  cents  for  the 
plate  dinner  he  had  just  been  served. 

"Some  of  my  patrons  have  followed  me  all  through  the 
years,"  said  Mr.  Stathis.  "I  servo  only  the  best  food  at 
reasonable  prices,  all  vegetables  are  steamed  and  cooked  in 
the  best  grade  of  olive  oil,  I  make  a  specialty  of  seafoods, 
and  they  are  all  carefully  prepared.  Some  of  the  lawyers  who 
used  to  eat  at  the  Gam  on  Bay  Street  still  come  to  mo  hero. 

It  is  great  to  make  friends,  but  best  of  all  to  keep  them," 


Mr,  Stathis  hA3-Hao--lrDo3E»>=«^=»- Greek. He  speaks  good  ^ 
English,  avoiding  long  words, 


\ 


uncomplicated  sentences,  foroefully  iHJ-ustrating  his  meaning 

0^  4\JUC1>  -[aJiJL.  Orvo 


with  his  nervous  expressive  hands. 
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laok-e^f-wprjafc|r=o^  of  the  strain  and  hardships  ha  must  have 
endured  in  establishing  himself  at  last  in  a  paying  business. 
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’^Wlien  I  v^ant  ‘back  to  the  old  country  in  1926,  I  had  been 
away  twonty-three  years*  Things  had  not  ehcnged  to  any  great 
extent*  The  town  still  had  about  its  usual  five  thousand 
inhabitants • 

babies 

"The  Greeks  limit  their  families,  and/deformed  or 

,  ©d 

crippled,  blind  or  otherwise  incapaoitat/at  birth  are 
’thrown  over  the  mountains,’  an  expression  to  indicate  the 
physician  has  destroyed  them,  according  to  law.  Everybody 
is  better  off  so.  There  is  no  use  prolonging  such  a  life  - 
the  country  is  small,  and  sustenance  is  hard  for  even  the 
well  and  able-bodied,  Thera  are  no  blind  beggars  on  the  streets 
of  Greece,  no  hopelessly  diseased,  poor^or  decrepit, 

"The  Greeks  in  their  own  environment  are  a  healthy  hardy 
race.  They  take  care  of  their  bodies  through  tradi^on  and 
pride,  V/hera  I  came  from,  only  the  best  food  v;as  used  - 
fresh  fruit  and  vegetables,  the  fruit  sweetened  v/ith  mountain 
honey  and  the  vegetables  seasoned  with  olive  oil.  They  do 
not  use  pork  at  all  -  there  are  no  pigs  in  the  country, 

Tuesday  and  Saturday  wore  days  for  the  slaughtering  of  beef 
and  mutton.  On  those  two  days  only  v/as  fresh  moat  available. 

No  cold  storage  has  aver  been  introduced  there.  In  between 
the  meat  days,  the  people  live  solely  on  vegetables  and  fruit. 
The  milk  is  mostly  from  goats,  which  thrive  in  the  mountains, 
and  goats  are  free  from  tuberculosis.  The  milk  is  rich,  and 
cheese  is  most  nourishing  and  delicious. 

’’And  doctors!  Only  two  to  take  care  of  five  thousand 
people,  and  I  should  not  wonder  that  they'll  starve  to 
death  from  want  of  business! 
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in  the  United  States 

"In  the  early  days  of  railroad  construct! on ^/yoimg 

... enticed  hy  the  high  wages  of- 
fered^usod  to^^go  in  largo  numhera  to  the  construction  camps 
in  the  west,  hut  they  could  not  stand  the  rigors  of  the  cold 
climate.  In  no  time  they  contracted  tuberculosis  and  come 
home  to  dief.'i^  About  five  hundred  from  our  little  village 
alone, 

"I  was  the  youngest  boy  ever  to  leave  our  town  -  nine 
years  old  -  when  I  started  for  the  United  States,  and  it 
caused  quite  a  commotion, 

"I  wish  I  had  a  picture  to  show  you  of  this  little 
village  where  I  was  born  and  where  my  family  has  lived  for 
over  two  centuries,  A  small  river  runs  through  the  center  - 
the  Daphne ,  which  is  Greek  for  oleander.  These  shrubs  line 


the  banks  -  white,  pink,  and  red  -  most  beautiful,  and  seems 
like  they  are  always  in  bloom.  In  the  fall  and  -..inter  -the 
stream  is  about  dry,  just  a  little  -trickle  of  water  under  the 

k  r\  A/'  ^  t'vC'.  3 

bridges,  but  when  the  snow  melts^on  the  mouatains  in  the 
auid-nrushoa-J(UJJLly-^owi~t:her-3idea,  the  Daphne  River  becomes  a 
r-agi-pg  torrent  for  several  weeks. 

"It  was  hard  for  me  to  gat  used  to  the  customs  when  I 
returned,  some  of  which  I  had  almost  forgotten.  One  was 
the  closing  of  all  the  stores  and  businesses  at  1  p.  m, 
and  not  opening  until  5  p.  m.  But  after  I  was  there  a 
little  v/hile,  I  slept  in  the  afternoon,  just  like  the  rest 
of  them.  The  natives  do  not  care  much  for  progress  -  all 
they  want  is  to  live  in  peace,  without  argument,  and  lot 
alone.  There  are  few  law-breakers,  A  man*3  -wife  is  his  own. 
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and  his  daughters  go  free  and  unmolested.  That  terrible 
thing  that  just  happened  down  at  Miami  the  early  part  of  this 
week,  the  luring  away  of  the  two  young  nig]i^;clp.lD  girls  on 
the  promise  of  tests  for  soreen  and  radio  oontraots,  the 
rape  and  murder  of  one  in  the  swamp  near  hooa  Raton  —  it 
would  he  impossible  for  such  a  thing  as  that  to  take  place 
anywhere  in  Greece.  That  fiend  would  have  been  gotten  rid 
of  long  before  this. 

"One  humorous  instance  I  remember  on  my  1926  visit, 

I  went  into  a  cafe  in  Athens,  I  saw  an  American  party 
poring  over  a  Greek  jienu  and  went  to  their  table,  politely 
offering  to  be  of  assistance,  as  1  knev;  the  language.  The 
head  waiter  had  his  eyes  on  me,  and  as  he  heard  our  conversa¬ 
tion,  he  walked  over  with  the  same  menu  printed  in  good  old 
American,  and  said  in  English  -  *I  bog  your  pardon,  I  should 
have  given  you  this  card,'  I  felt  rather  cheap,  but  we  ril 
laughed, 

"Getting  back  to  the  doctors  again  -  my  old  tjivm  would 
make  two  tov/ns  the  size  of  our  neighboring  village  of  Baldwin, 
and  1  bet  Baldwin  has  fifteen  doctors,  and  all  of  them  quite 
busy, 

"The  Greeks  are  fond  of  fish  and  other  seafood.  This 
helps  them  to  vary  the  menu.  Sparta,  the  seaport,  is  only  a 
few  miles  away,  and  v/hen  the  men  go  out  with  their  seines 
bringing  in  their  catches  of  fish,  the  people  go  to  the 
fish  markets  on  the  beach  and  make  their  selection.  No  fish 
are  ever  put  on  ice,  that  is  an  unknown  custom.  Those  not 
disposed  of  that  day,  are  no  good  the  next,  and  either  go 
back  into  the  sea  or  are  used,  buried  for  fertilizer. 
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"Of  the  iDetter  known  Greeks  in  Jacksonville  thoro  aro: 

James  and  Gus  Poulos;  Gus  Polos,  and  (he  spoiled)  . 
K-a-r-l-o-g-0-r-a-k-o-3  -  ha's  got  a  nano  about  a  yard 
long. 

"The  oldest  Greek  settler  in  Duval  County  was  JoJ^i 
Cornies.  He  came  here  about  1900,  was  here  before  tho 
terrible  fire  of  May,  1901.  He  has  tv/o  sons,  Andrew  and 
John,  who  still  live  here.  He  cume  first  ito  Charleston, 

South  Carolina,  where  he  married  a  Gorman  woman.  They  had  a 
big  family,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  of  the  children  but 
Andrew  and  John. 

"Old  John  Kokorus  works  for  the  Gantt  Pish  Company.  Ha 
lost  about  a  million  dollars  in  the  diving  business  at  T*^rpon 
Springs.  He  always  felt  so  sorry  for  th-j  young  Greeks  when 
they  came  over  hare,  and  was  too  lenient  with  them.  If  they 
v/era  not  carefull  or  wont  down  too  often  or  stayed  too  long 
under  water  they  got  the  dreadful  'bonds'  and  ha  used  to 
say,  'Let  them  take  what  they  can  get,  they  deserve  it.' 

Mr.  Cheney  used  to  argue  with  him,  and  say  -  'John,  your 
money  is  invested  in  this;  take  your  share,  or  you'll  go 
broke. * 

"Sure  enough,  he  did  go  broke,  but  he  is  an  interesting 
charaotor  to  talk  to  -  when  ha's  sober.  About  seven  of 
John's  children  are  here  -  that  is  his  boy  waiting  on  the  tables 
and  the  grey-eyed  black  haired  girl  hostess  in  tho  back  thoro, 
watching  everything  for  mo,  is  his  daughter. 

"I  belong  to  the  local  lodge  of  the  B.  P.  0.  E.  (Elks) ., 
to  Post  iJo.  9  of  tho  American  Legion  here,  and  to  the  Ahepa, 
local  branch  of  the  national  Holonic  association  for  tho  pro-  , 
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motion  of  Greek  citizenship  in  the  United  States  and  looking 
after  their  welfare*  We  see  that  they  hecome  naturalized, 
that  they  understand  and  ohoy  the  laws  of  America,  and  hecome 
an  asset  to  the  community  in  which  they  live, 

"Do  I  know  any  legends?  Well,  no.  The  Greeks  are  noted 
for  their  myths,  hut  I  left  the  old  country  .too  young  to  learn 
anything  like  that,  and  what  I  had  to  face  was  stern  reality  --- 
no  myths,  no  culture,  no  parlor  tricks  —  just  hov/  to  earn 
plain  everyday  bread  and  hut  ter  —  or  bread,  anyw'ay  -  and  a  hunk 
somewhere  to  sleep  in. 

"But  my  wife  —  now  she  keeps  up  with  the  old  Greek  cus¬ 
toms  --  I  want  you  to  go  and  see  her  —  go  tomorrow  —  any 
time  --  she  knows  myths,  legends,  poetry,  music.  She  gets 
regularly  a  Greek  Magazine,  and  she  has  a  lot  of  keepsakes  and 
doo-dads  of  one  kind  or  another.  I  tell  her  you  come  tomorrow," 

"But  tomorrow  is  Saturday,  a  busy  day  for  a  housewife. 

I’ll  'phone  first,  and  see  if  it  is  convenient,  or  make  an 
appointment  for  next  weak." 

•  "Okeh,  Whatever  you  want  to  arrange,  hut  she  goes  to 
St.  Augustine  Sunday  --  we  have  a  little  place  at  the  beach  — 
so  she  may  want  to  talk  to  you  after  she  gets  hack.  She’takos 
the  children  over  there  for  the  week,  and  I  go  every  night 
and  come  hack  early  the  next  morning. 

"Politics?  Yes,  I  know  a  good  deal  about  .local  politics. 

I  think  President  Roosevelt  is  a  grand  man,  interested  in  the 
dov/n-and-out ,  and  ho  is  doing  his  best  to  help  them  and  make 
things  better  in  the  United  States.  But  my  people  here  are 
holding  their  own;  there  are  no  local  Greeks  that  I  know  of 
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?;hen  he  arrived  at  half  oast  two  he  hod  alreedy  :;een  home 
and  shaved,  bcithed  end  dressed;  the  powder  a:,  ter  his  shave  was 
still  quite  visible  in  spots, -nd  he  had  with  him  she  fragrance 
of  a  recent  bath. 

Before  I  could  exolain  the  ouroo..e  of  'he  int-rvier  he  bed 
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as  he  talked,  the  effort  becarf.e  more 
would  cross  ond  uncross  his  leor.end 


a  no.  more 
null  at 


his  sleeves 
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There  are  7  islands  to  Oreece,  hut  ny  oari:  is  erned  =-?-  sincf 


I3£2  by  England  a 

nd 

that  makes  us 

have  the  custo...e  like  ihe 

country  of  Englan 

■d. 

Sometimes  g.ve 

still,  have  a  Little  thing 

yet  that  ce longs 

to 

0  ar  o':;n  count 

ry^and  no  place  else.  Like 

0  h  i  s  :  t  he  mo  t  ne  r 

of 

a  pretty  litt 

Is  ir  1  os  oy  puo  a  Oxac^- 

spot  on  her  neck 

be. 

ck  of  'ner  ear  , 

or  roa.ybe  a  little  way  on 

neck; that  is  for 

to 

keen  it  from 

making  men  sick  v;hen  theys 

u  -Ife 
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a  oretty  etirl,  You  heard  tha.t  it  makes  a  iiia.n  sick  to  see  a  rirl 
when  he  is  too  oretty? 

"  But  all  over  Ore :ce  the  people  like  the  color  of  Oreen 
The^;"  like  to  wear  it  Y/hen  they  can.  And  sometimes  hhe  bride  use 
green  to  mamry  in; that  v;ill  bring  her  good  luck,  ^t  is  good 
luck  to  marry  in  green.lt  is  good  luck  too  to  have  the  girl 
get  a  lot  of  presents.  Everybody  over  in  the  old  country  always 
give  to  the  bride  something. 

"  The  fs.ther  of  the  bride, he  give  to  the  son-in-l?v/  wha.t 


he 

can. 

sometimes  it  is  a 

cow  or  some 

goats 

.whatever  he 

can  give 

de 

sends 

on  how  rich  he  is. 

"I  n 

my  country,  we  eat 

anythin.g  we 

want 

to  eat  like 

in  this 

country:  we  eat  S’prian,  Italian  and  Turkish  food,  but  everything 
is  fresh,  we  have  no  ice.  Y/e  put  the  live  fish  in  the  ...arket  and 
sell  him  before  he  gets  dead.  V/e  es.t  :he  billy  goat  '  in  the  = 
summief -but  we': drink  the  goar  milk  all  the  ve^r  'rlind;  thev  brinr 
the  goa.t  right  uo  in  front  of  the  house  and  milk  uut  a.s  _uch 
as  you  v/a.i.tsand  if  th  t  goat  does  not  have  enou_h  for  you,  then 
they  wo  wet  another  one 
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"  0u2*  country  is  a  rich  and  oeautiful  co’intry  and 
the  reason  that  it  is  called  the',ilo?Ter  of  the  East.'  V/e  orccuce 
a  lot  of  5;reoes  and  fruits  of  a.eny  names;  the  f lovers  are  so 
ceautiful  and  there  is  every  kind  that  you  have  here  end  fout- 
tinv  his  hand  to  a  little  -.vithered  ocnsy  on  his  lapel)  there 
vidlets  they  rrow  so  much  more  hirger  and 'all  different  colors 
and  a  lot  bigger  than  this  one.  You  have  never  seen  so  many 
f lexers  a,s  we  have  in  the  beautiful  Greece. 

"  I  have  not  been  back  to  rny  hme  since  I  got  here,  I  come 
here  in  I9II  and  ro  right  in  to  xhe  restursnt  businee-'^;  ^  have 
seen  Jacksonville  have  plenty  of  luch  nd  plenty  of  b> d  l^ck  too. 
I  have  ha.d  some  of  it  a.lso.  But  I  hc.ve  had  enough  good  luckv  to 
^ 'nd  home  to  nv  mother  ever  since  I  come  to  this  countryllO ,00 
a  month  to  live  on,  she  is  92  years  old;  I  guess  I  •vill  not  see 
her  ag'in  because  I  dont  see  how  I  can  go  to  see  her  for  a  long 

time.  She  is  well  cared  for  though.  I  hear  from  her  regualry 

once  a  month. I  have  two-  neohews  there  that  were  born  here  in  this 
city . 

gaaaamga  _ _ _ _ 
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"  ,Vv'e  are  going  to  have  an  Easter  Celeoration  this  month,  our 
Easter  this  time  is  on  a  different  date  from  the  one  you  celeori ted. 

Our  relirious  calender  is  set  iust  3  days  after  ihe  '^ewish  cvlender. 

^nc  another'  thing  that  is  oeculiar  to  you  I  guess,  is  the  f  ct  chat 

all  our  Easter  eggs  are  colored  either  oink  or  red  which  means  that 
we  are  rejoiced  a.nd  happy  about  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord. 
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I  s:n  thinking  Ecout  Edonting  a  little  bEby  cause  ve  did  net 
hrve  eny  for  t^/ent^;’  ^/’ears  so  I  dont  think  that  're  are  going  to  have 
any.  *^ut  sometirfies  I  get  to  thinking  a.bout  adooting  a  baby  I  ret 
worried  to  death.  I  ani  seeing  everyday  neoole  that  eve  chilcxen  anc 
they  do  not  have  rood  children.  They  cant  tiake  them  mind  them. 

I  have  a  lot  of  religious  books  at  my  house  and  I  think  I  could 
make  a  good  child  ooy  oot  of  him.  I  got  a  g'ood  vomen  that  mould 
make  a.  rood  mother  for  him.  I  have  never  had  any  toruole  since  I  ^ot 
married;  I  r_^ot  married  the  next  day  after  I  sav;  .my  vife.  I  sat;  her 


t/alkinr  dov/nt  the  street  and  I  liked  i' 
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mine,  '  you  ro  telll  her  that  I  vsnt  to  .tarry  her  a.nd  tell  her  all 


about 
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she 

o  p  c 

like 

the  idea 

and  then  you 

come  let  n.e  kno 

what 

she  say'  if 

she 

like 

r:  .e  t 

hen  I  a.m  g 
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right 
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Then 
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.d  met  married 

bv  the  -r  ea  chro 

\re  oeen  marisd  nov  for  20  years  and  I  have  n  ;;t  s  oken  a  cross  ”ord 
to  and  v.'ill  not  ever  sosak  one  to  her  if  I  live  tith  ■■er  for  a.  100 


years  . 


"  Sure  I  believe  in  Qiove  in  first  sight  ,  but  knot;  the  old  country 
ihey  used  not  care  if  they  love  d  each  other  or  not;  the  father  of 


the 

daughter 

lets 

the  ooy  knov;  that 

he  likes  him 

and  thenhe  tells 

his 

daughter 
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he  thinks  that  he 

shoald  oe  to 

e  iT:an  for  her  then 

they  bring  them  together  and  get  them  engaged  to  one  another  and 


then  they  dont  see  one^ 

for  1 

d;  ys 

th^n  th^y  get  .marri 

ried.  I  think  they  get 

along  just  as 

well 

though 

as  they  do  with  all 

the  co'.jrting.  For  ooth  of  them  are  nice  and  cure  and  young  and  Greek 
people  get  mavried  to  stay  not  to'  get  divorces.  Theythink  of  one  an¬ 
other  and  th..y  women  dontrun  a  ound  thsre  like  'hey  do  here  in  this 


country.  Personally  though  I  like 
if  i  had  one;  it  le". ves  nice 


a  little  ro.mance  tor  'my  ca'aghter 
... emeries  and  s'oeet  things  to  think 
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Owner  of  half  int'rest 
in  Tasty  Coney  Isl=-nd 
Forsyth  tni  Ocean 
Jacksonville,  Florida. 


Int-:r viewed  April  S-,I94 


ilr  .  Vallis  is  a  very  busy  man.  Ke  has  only  recently  opened  this 
new  easiness  and  he  is  giving-  his  best  attentions  to  it.  hr.  Vallis 
serves  his  customers  per sonally' whenever  possible.  The  olace  is  im¬ 
maculately  clescn  and  the  general  air  is  attractive  and  inviting. 

Between  hb  busy  moment  of  tc,king  cash,  serving  and  welcoming 
customers,  he  tries  to  give  us  the  in  information  we  wish  concern¬ 
ing  his  native  island.  Mr.  Vallis  seems  to  take  a.  real  pleasure  in- 
helping  us  with  the  customs  and  superstitions  of  his  ne.tive  island 
of  Samos.  Ke  is  of  slender  build  and  light-complesioned  ,  v.'ith 
light  crown  hair  a-nd  blue  eyes,  "^e  has  a.  low;  sneaking  voice  and  uses 
good  grammar,  although  his  pronounciat ion  is  poor.  However  his  effort 
to  have  his  thoughts  understood  is  aporeciated. 

I  shall  let  hr.  V^nis  tell  in  his  own  v.-ords  thecustoms  that  he 
remembers  being  carried  out  by  his  own  family. 

“■^'hsre  is  a  little  dance  that  belongs  to  our  O’vn  island,  we  created 
it  our  selves.  This  dance  is  used  at  weddings  v/hen  the  ladies  who  lead 
the  dance  sing  to  tie  bridegroom  and  sing  songs  of  the  bea’jty  of  the 
bride.  This  is  suooosed  to  bring  good  luck  to  the  counle  and  rive 
them  a.  long  amd  hapny  .carried  life. There  are  neonle  from  tha-t  Isalnd 
in  this  city  who  ha.ve  the  little  dance  when  they  ha-ving  a,  good  time  or 
at  weddings. 

"  In  Samos  there  are  many  caves  tha.t  the  ancie-nts  have  left  while 
they  were  building  the  forts  ther  e-'to  .'fort  ify  the  country.  These  caves 
awe  large  and  in_  front  of  some  of  them  churches  have  been  built.  In 
one  of  the  caves  there  is  wa.ter  dripping  and  no  body  has  ever  been 
able  to  find  where  the  water  comes  from.  The  water  has  caused  a  recess 
in  the  rocks  and  these  pools  are  considered  holy  and  will  heal  all 
kinds  of  disease.  The  religious  people  from  all  over  the  islsnd  believe 
xha.t  the  water  there  is  holy,  ^cme  weople  that  have  come  to  this  countr 
and  have  been  ta.ken  ill  with  diseases  tha.t  tie  doctors  could  not  cure 
have  gone  all  the  way  back  there  for  help  and  some  claim  that  theygot 
well  while  bathing  in  the  ’vater .  There  has  been  built  a  beautiful 
clTurch  at  the  front  of  the  cave. This  church  was  b'uilt  from  the  offer¬ 
ings  of  oeople  that  believe  in  the  suoer  st  it  ion .  This  chuerch  is  named 
in  honor  of  the  mother  of  ‘^esus  a.t  ler  death. 

"  Another  one  is  this: Cur  island  is  a.  stoney  countrv  and  in  one  of 
the  mountainsides  there  is  a  man  s  fcotorint,  the  religious  peoole 
believe  that  Jesus  left  his  footprint  there  to  serve  a.s  a  re.minder  to 
them  tha.t  ^e  walked  that  way  and  suffered  the  s.ame  way  men  suffer. 
6f-course  this  is  only  believed  by  the  religious  peoule  however. 

I  caijL  tell  you  of  a  good  custom  that  is  follcv.'ed  year  after  on 
Hew  Year  s  day.  ‘^cme  one  in  the  familv  must  get  uo  early  before  the 
sunrise  and  go  to  the  soring  and  bring .^up  a  iug  of  7/ater  without 
sneaking  to  anyone.  The  family  get  up  and  go  the  church  services  and 
after  that  thei^  go  home^  The  father  takes  the  waiter  and  oours  it  cut 
_Ln  front  of  the  house,  "^his  is  suwoosed  to  symbolize  the  good  luck 
that  will  come  to  the  house  as  the  v/a.ter  flows.  Then  he  takes  a  fruit 
that  is  like  the  pemegranite  tha.t  you  ha.ve  here,  fit  may  be  the  Sa-s 
thing  for  all  that  I  know) and  he  breaks  it  open  and  gives  all  the 
children  some  of  it  and  the  mother  also  ,  he  then  kisses  the  mother 
end  the  children  kiss  each  other  "^his  is  to  mean  that  they  will  go 
on  loviny;  as  thevdid  at  first.  This  is  all  done  tefore  bneakf  a  <=t . 
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"  Our  island  was  in  possession  of  the  '^urkisk  goverrunen  t  for  a 
long  time  out  when  v;e  deoided  to  win  the  Automony  and  vve  did  in  1821 
and  joined  with  the  fatherland,  xhat^oeused  us  to  mix  our  oustoms 
somewhat  with  the  entire  oountry  of  '^reeoe.  But  like  the  •oeoule  in 


the  different  seotions  of  this  country,  sneaking  with  a.  different 
accent  or  dialect,  so  in  our  country  we  speak  differently,  ^he 
same  difference  perhaps  that  the  northern  and  southern  peopledetect . 

The  people  of  my  island  cut  their  words  short,  "^nd  sometimes  because 
of  being  so  close  to  Asia  Minor  v/e  sne^k  the  Turks' language .  Since 
the  island  is  under  the  government  of  Greece  and  the  education  of 
children  is  being  enforced  they  do  not  speak  the  Turks  language  any 
more.  Itis  r  law  that  oarents  must  give  them  the  education  that  is 
eouivelant  to  the  high  school  education  of  this  country. 

"“^here  is  still  another  superstition  that  is  followed  regularly 
a.nd  fa.ithfully  in  my  island. Every  door  is  open  on  ^ev;  Years  Bgy  to 
all  the  oeople  in  the  community.  There  is  cakes  and  wine  and  plenty 
of  good  things  to  ea.t  set  on  the  table  for  everyone,  '^'hey  are  welcome 
to  come  without  a  soecial  invitation,  "^his  is  symbolical  of  the  oeace 
and  good  will  thp„t  is  to  e::ist  between  them  for  th"  coming  year. 

"There  are  many  more  that  might  be  interesting  to  you;  maybe  if 
I  ask  my  wife  she  can  think  of  something.  See  came  from  the  came 
island,  mayoe  she  amy  remember  more  of  them  then  I  do  she  has  only 
been  uere  for  a^  little  more  than  6  years.  I  sent^the  m.oney  to  her  to 
come  to  this  country  and  I  met  her  in  York.  does  not  £  oea.k 

the  English  very  we  _1  an.,  I  think  it  is  best  for  her  to  stay  ev.ey 
from^  the  business  until  she  learns  to  speak  the  language  better. 

Some  peoole  seem,  to  that  if  a  nerson  cant  soeak  thelanguage  and  have 
to  speak' Greek  that  she  is  talking  about  them.  My  wife  is  going  to 
School  to  ‘^-rm  the  English  then  I  will  like  to  have  her  back  in  the 
ousiness.  Sne  used  to  help  me  in  the  business  on  Bay  Btree  but  this 
Qusiness  has  a  better  class  of  trade. 

"  I  hire  some  nice  ..iris,  mayoe  they  soe^k  Greek  and  maybe  not, 
it  is  the  service  that  I  want  and  not  the.. race.  They  must  look  nice 
and  be  clean.  ' 

"  Mr  Vsllis  is  a  subscriber  to  the  Daily  “orker ,  the  '^ommunist  ps.wer , 
^e  talks  oolitics  v;ith  his  friends  in  a  serious  and  business  like 
manner.  *ie  is  oresident  of  the  local  order  of  the  Ahepa  and  apoe^r? 
to  be  alert  to  all  the  news  of  the  nation  and  his  home  city. 

This  interview  is  unfinished,  nsrhaps  Mr.  Vallis  can  eive  us  tiore 
valuable  information,  he  .".as  orom.ised  to  ^ive  us  some  pictures. 
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-^'he  mcctinc  of  t  h^  Dau^.ters 
rear  of  th-  charch,  thisr.  s;pscs 
room  ijs  vill  as  the  ciacs  of  me 
Ahe^a . 

Thsi  mestinj  rrjs  attended  by 
The  sister  of  the  looesident  T.as 
arid  that  sccoanted  for  the  isoor 


of  reneioee  Vriis  held  in 
is  usaally  used  as  the  school- 
tin2  for  the  members  of  the 

only  eirht  of  the  21  members, 
announcing  her  en^ement  = 
attendance,  said  one  of.the 


£ir Is . 

ihey  a_o_9eared  to  be  a  ha'epy  and  intelligent  groy.-y,  T;ell 

dy  on  all  the'^neT/s  of  the  times’’,  y'e  ^/ere  particular ily  im»ressed 

T.ith  the  fine  ideas  expressed  by  some  of  them;  vhen  asked  aboat 

their  thoughts  concerning  intermingling  i.ith  the  American  bovs 

one  cuiCkley  spoke  up  and  said, ’’"ell  it  hurts  our  parents  bad 

us 

enough  for  iiny  of/.-'oing  out  i.ith  our  or.n  Greek  boys  sr.  d  re  just 
do  not  Y.ish  to  hurt  them  more  by  going  o  .t  rith  "‘merican  boys 
T.hn  Yve  knoY.  that  nothing  can  ever  come  of  it'’.”And  too  rhy^. 
should  T.e  cultivate  a  friendship  that  >.e  v.ill  hate  to  give  u'^. 

If 

it  T.oubd  only  hurt  us  all  for  nothing. 

And  thus  they  appear  satisfied  to  Y.i-it  for  fate  to  bring 
the  right  one  along,  one  said,  ”  And  they  do  seem  to  cor:e  along 
-‘-'Yen  though  they  come  from  other  cities.  You  see  y.  e  have  a 
convention  e>ch  yeur  of  the  -iheps  and  people  come  from  all  over 
the  country.  In  this  t/us  Y/e  are  brought  to  gether  and  r.uke  re  r 
aqLiuintances .  ” 


Evelyn  Vallis  said,”0ur  parents  often  rive  us  parties  and 
the  bays  and  girls  dance  and  play  games.  One  of  the  mothers  is 
giving  us  a  eurty  next  i.’eek.  Our  parents  join  in  O'ur  xleasure 
and  enjoy  themselves.  «e  all  have  a  good  tir.e  at  the  readings 
that  is  alY/uys  a  gala  time  for  all  the  Greeks  in  the  citv. 
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oofies  Sariintcizw  suid.'’i>2  as  a  -rouj?  sticK  tO'^tthcr  *srY 
clossiy,ar.d  I  dont  bslisY-  th-irc  is  ons  girl  in  the  grour  that 
has  one  American  friend  that  she  holds  as  close  as  she  holds 
her  Greek  friends.  'ive  hare  seen  hotr  close  the  TiOmen  friends 
are  and  t.c  hooe  to  be  ^'^st  that  close  y/hen  y<e  grer;  up,  it  is 
so  nice  to  hare  good  friends,  they  are  such  a  help." 

The  older  Greek  Tvomen,  said  ^ary  Cocoris  ,  are  just  like  sisters 
and  the  older  Greek  men  are  just  like  brothers,  you  nerer  hear 


of  them  haying  fussing  and  Quarreling  among  themselTes . ^ 


"  And  as  a  y.hole  lot,  the  Greeks  in  erery  community  are  like 
a  large  family." 

Kathleen  Pappas  ssid,  ’*  There  is  one  thing  that  y.e  think  is 
Yery  strange  about  you  American,  noT.  I  dont  mean  i-ny  harm  to 
sey  this  but  it  seems  to  most  oS  us  that  you  American  are  very 
selfish.  We  are  so  sorry  for  our  friends  that  y.hen  they  have 
trouble  r.e  do  something  about  it,  r.e  yvill  give  them  money  to  helo 
them  out.  It  just  seems  the  natural  thing  to  do.  dut  you  .imerican 
take  the  troubles  of  frineds  a  nothing  but,  [  y.ith  a  little 
shrug  of  her  shoulders]  just  their  ot.n  hard  luck. 

‘:>xeaking  of  the  boys  s-ain,  -^ofie  S-ranti.-za  s.id,  "  The 
American  boys  are  so  fast  until  a  Greek  firl  is  afraid  to  go 
out  T.ith  them  even  if  her  tarents  y.ould  alloy,  her,  and  there  sre 
some  very  fast  Greek  boys;  but,  mostly  A  greek  boys  >.ill  respect 
&  Greek  girl  if  she  respects  herself.  Gf-course  t:  ere  is  I  guess 
»ood  and  bad  in  all  kinds  of  c.cOTle.  -he  Greek  '-iris  are  not 


the  ones  th^t  criticise  the  :-:irls  if 


does  i.hat  is  not  just 


right,  they  sly.ays  uphold  Lhem  snd  try  to  stick  together;  but  ’t 
is  our  carents  that  make  us  treat  them  cool,  and  if  the  -they  come 
a  chance  to  go  ..  ny  place  they  y.ont  let  us  - o .  It  is  hoy.evep  ,  the—' 
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Hslen  iv.iif's  Gild, ’’I  sm  ti-kinr  a  corjLsrriccl  course  it 
.-.ndr-cY.  ^ackson  Hi’^h  School;  I  exjf.ct  to  r  •:  t  i  sicrtttrii-l  position 
T,h-n  I  finish  my  training-.  I  think  I  ^.3  Id  bs  hii-iicr  to  Y.orkr 
than  to  stay  at  home.  But  thstis  an  ‘hnerican  custom  that  have 
acquired;  pfr  our  parents  in  their  younr  days  T.ould  never  think 


of  letting  the  daughters  Tiork  in  the  business  r.orld.  J-imes  have 
chsnred  though  for  most  of  the  Greeks  in  that  line.  They  think 
nov  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  dirl  zo  vork  and  it  vill’mike  her 
happier  they  do  not  mind.  But  my  asddy  \.iuld  not  permit  m.e 
to  keep-  late  dates  even  if  I  should  50  to  T.ork  end  take  dare  ofl 


my  OT,nself. 

re  T.ere  nine  rirls 


present  name].y:  Joyce  Econmou,  iBofie  Saranta  za  .Mar  y  Cocoris, 
Goldie  •‘'"lexander  ,  Bessie  M«  s  trogianki  s  ,  Fenny  Patrinely, 
Margurietie  Serrilis,  Kathleen  Pappas  tnd  Helen  Me«:as. 
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"  '^b-rre  ere  7  islendF  in  '  he  ountry:  ^ut  CerfuE  is  the  1:- r  est 
Dne  of  -:hen  ell.  I  hrve  trr. veleo  f.  11  o"er  the  country  end  li/.e  the 
rhole  country  very  ...uch .  It  is  tro.e  the  t  the  cuetons  ere  veried  'nr 
differoet  in  ell  of  th:n.  But  the  church  is  ne  s'^'ms  every  rhere . 

SuTe  I  thinh  it  v  ould  oe  n  _ood  tin^  for  te.L.  church  to  unite 
:  ith  the  ^piscooal  church  for  here  is  ntt  nuch  difference  in  the 
religion  cf  them.  V.e  are  tr  ing  end  te?  chin.^  orr  ooys  to  snech  the 
^nulish  service  end  the  hreeh.  V.e  hon^'r  a  few  rutre  Saints  tnen  tne 
“"nisccoal  Church  does. But  that  is  tjc.t  onlv  thinr-:  t na t.t.  hes  any 
lerence. 

"  would  vou  like  some  oictures  fer  ^’’our  book  of  the  my  none  and 


the  olsces  cf  interest 


nere?  ^  srot  a  lot  of  fine  oict'ures  i  will 


oring  you  some  down 
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An  Example  of  Greek 
Hospitality 

Desphina,  Greece 
May  27, 1902 

This  aftern'oon  I  crossed  the  valley  from 
1  Arachova,  and  climbed  up  to  a  village  which 
seemed  to  invite  me  to  adventure.  Nor  was 
adventure  lacking.  I  was  met  outside  the  : 
town  by  three  old  men,  who  shook  hands  ' 
with  me  solemnly  and  gave  me  a  grave  wel¬ 
come.  They  abandoned  their  errand,  what¬ 
ever  it  was,  and  turned  back  to  do  the  honors 
of  the  village  for  me.  ' 

The  place  was  in  festival,  owing  to  the  i 
marriage  of  the  demarch’s  daughter;  the  j 
boys,  dressed  m  their  Sunday  best,  were 
dancing  under  a  great  plane-tree  in  the 
public  square,  at  the  side  of  an  old  church, 
while  the  women  and  girls  looked  on  in 
dazzling  groups. 

As  soon  as  they  heard  that  a  stranger  had 
come,  dropped  from  Mars  or  the  moon,  all 
other  business  was  suspended,  and  I  found 
myself  the  centre  of  attraction  for  the  rest 
of  the  afternoon.  I  was  never  so  feted  and 
toasted  and  done  grace  to  since  I  came  home 
from  the  Crusade  with  Barbarossa.  The 
demarch  (mayor),  the  bridegroom,  the  bride, 
the  priest,  the  town-clerk,  the  inn-keeper, 
and  other  persons  whose  callings  and  digni¬ 
ties  I  could  but  dimly  guess,  plied  me  with 
sweetmeats  and  questions,  took  me  from 
house  to  house  for  varying  hospitalities,  and 
finally  insisted  on  my  staying  all  night,  with 
a  promise  that  I  should  be  conducted  back  to 
Delphi  the  ne.xt  day  by  a  delegation  of 
chosen  youths. 

This  sounds  like  exaggeration,  no  doubt, 
but  I  assure  you  it  is  all  true.  It  has  been 
eally  a  touching  experience,  and  has  taught 
me  something  about  the  gentilezza  of  the 
numan  heart  when  it  is  still  innocent  and 
primitive. 

Tonight  there  will  be  more  dancing,  by 
torchlight,  and  some  mysterious  solemnities 
which  my  very  meagre  stock  of  Greek  doesn’t 
enable  me  to  understand,  in  spite  of  elab¬ 
orate  e.xplanations.  I  wish  you  were  here  to 
kiss  the  bride,  and  to  lead  the  women’s  dance 
— the  Xopos  yuvalxwv — which  is  to  be 
danced,  while  I  foot  it  with  the  lads. — Wil-  j 
LiA.M  Vaughn  Moody,  in  “Letters  to  Harriet,”  j 
edited  by  Percy  M.ackaye.  (Boston:  Hough- 
ton  Mifflin.) 


iSg 


1 4''*J 

■  .  •  .  '  *it.  ‘  ^MilE?^'  .4_'.ttap\' 


3 


•->  >^ . .  ■"  J 

..  <*' 

F-'^"  1^  - 

[%#f#ffe-'<B''’%^'— ■-  ■ 


1  ^  "  'If 


. 


I^:-'  arfi 

ft  « 


4«t 


■jw. 


>t..  f}"’  ■ 


■■T! 


'1 1 


-  ...„  ^...  ,„..  i 

i  '/i'>  -f-??**;.'  ^1  |, 

I.-'-u,  **  #■'*  ! 

j  \  ,  I  '  I 

tfn  ■  i.  V  7  -?t^'',' 

I- 

-  ■'  ter*  ,  a 

.  ^  ,  '  ^  — flh.;  1*1{ 

t  tr  «  iir-rr-- iHf;  ^ 

•^4.4r:-yt**  . . ■ 

.-**tfv  S'’V  ■'  ■,^y.;;ul,(^^ 

-;  ,  '  .  !*;:,*  ,■*  2‘'”  ’'^  c 

..  .,iS  ^•' .■%-■  ■_  ^  ' 

*“j5a;c  >•,' f..^  ■■^'' « 'KT  ';.:v;r,  v?'L  . 

■  ■  ■'  •«  ji  ■•&..,  if''5^’''.  _■■?•<■-'  ■’’ 

-  '  ■'  *iE«-  -W'  ■“’?'  ■'.<}  i*«**.,'  *  --V.-^i'' 'i'.  -  '-fli 


■■ 


w* 


% 


rw'; 


-•  .*'-'y,%?‘«^t'y>'.  ',v/,  'M. 
■  .,.^4’JkVJfcs*  -.T,  i-''- 

■■  ■' 


.,i  A-'.^ 


■f  .  o'’ 


->  :  • 


t  '^. 


■  *'  JP  , 


M'. 


4- 


*  *“1 


Lrs.  i-iris  zclooI  zc^cLtr.  bfr?r.  zc^cYin.^ 


•P 


ro: 


cZ  J.C  >eirs,  -*er  c  li.  ££  e  £ 


ur.  tlx  r  £  nc  E  .1  £ 


h&c  er.rci._ea  tt  the  jiresert  tlu-e  ,  4-  xu'.l_£,  --.cvever  s.  e  SEtr 


the  t  i?the  EttenGi-nce  ’s  _tocrer  dvr  in*  soir.e  eehc  thtn  others 
detendinf  ufon  tr  e  school  a  asifnriints  =  iven  :y  the  re‘ul«-r 
school,  -^he  xercert 4- /^e  is  ^;ood  thou»-h  rcr.  iny  Eroand  thirty  every 

day. 

*"T£  ^'*«.ri£e  runs  ner  home  on  her  sEltry  ir.d  is  untrle  to  sfve 
any  of  r.  er  2.onty,  slthouyh  ntr  husbi-nd  h£s  e  store  and  fcXfears 
to  be  a  success, he  aoes  not  tell  his  ^  ife  v oout  his  finances  nor 


for  Lirtially  Xivin'  for  -roceries.  cihe  says,  "  I  am  tfria-d 
there  is  some  one  else  that  he  is  c-rinr  :“or  ,  for  he  does  not 
act  like  he  lo\e  me  any  more,  1  air.  a  .‘"ood  mind  to  yo  to  . 
fortune  teller  to  have  my  life  told  re,  I  try  not  to  believe 


in  it  but  some  time  j.  need  some  comfort  Enc  I  dont  yet  -nd  m.v 


friends  they  11  ssy,  ”0  yo\:  re  foolish,  ne  is  cavinp-  his  money 
and  some  d  v  '^ou  \.ill  see. 


tears  bl* ck  i  "rcit  deal,  ore  saysVl  love  the  children.  It  his 
been  ood  to  teach  them;  1  en.'oy  the  ro  rk  but  1  tm.  tired  O'  lork- 
iny.  1  i.ish  my  h.'iobi.nd  O'uld  stv  thi  t  he  ic  uld  t-ke  care  of  h’ e 
house  end  tne  toys  so  t.Uit  1  coulc  '-fit  ^ork. 

I  noticed  th-.  t  rer  house  v..i  t  i“?  b.  re  tvt  corfor  t:  '  1  e . 

“^hc  ^,^E  nosj.  i tt b le  .rd  r:i.n_ly.  one  offereu  sor  e  r 
the  form  cc"  ine  -  nc  coo'.i*s. 

The  hoi.se  h.  d  r  uch  h:.  ndvo:  k  is  _«->? 

'•••'his  ^.ork  she  s.id  s  -on;  .  er  mot',  er  in  n.  •  cld  country, 
oa V ■!  n <-  ~  ~  e~  f  ■'  r  -  ■ '  *  -  r  '  t *  ^  ci  r  '  1 1 1 


1.1  •♦JS? 


■  r^ 


>«WS?  ■« 

--  'S'  ‘  ‘ 


M 


' 

i  /?'* 


.V  - 

iT'  >  %■»>•*  ■ 


■  .V  ■ '.’  "w  .  ^  ■'^-'M;'  r*#. .  ik'flCS'Al 


■'» 


lij 


;:  i«sv  e^  ■  ■■4-- n- 

■“  jJt  ■'  '  t  "  ?•''  '  "  ’^  -  MW!  «■  ,t*''^8r  '  •  -?' '»TOj'*~' 

.  pv  ;'  ^4  ;-7  ,;  ®::  ;  ■'  ,  4’',.  ■  '■^'''-is&' ^  . 

'  ,  ..  -;.  ry  :  i  - 


r> 


iifis  «■  ''ii»»j  c>ty'‘>*tf'''v '-ii.ao,.  'i7  4:44/^^ 

*  7^  '  Tl^  ■ft^ 

>  *<*  *4.'^'  •'’m  <*  ■!!,,■  ,.-w  rJ-t  ‘V',*'!r' 


a'ta  « 

li,!* 


■..»'TX«  •  iTT  7*:i»  V7»-. 

•  j:,' 

^  '^a'  i  it  'tMi  •-'’ss^  'i:'‘Vt  ;j‘' 

■ '  ,  ■  * .  .■■■•■  '.■«)  ' 


■  /  i>  .d  '  ., 


I* 


■.■;•  /■•.-■  .■>'.'4!:"' 


'*'»■■  '  '-  ■  .'J..  - 


-  f  •-’7  -•  -a  M0m$9 


jj;  ,r  ?i?-.  ,5 


•  i  .e,  -.?,#  ^'J, '' 

•':^.'  ‘'r.  ,,-7i 


’..\(<::t-  ?  flr/sfc-' j'^fv!; 


f  •  -i-f-t’ 


>  ..  A 


?■»  J.y,  '^’A 


151  • 

'■•0''^.  <  VI-4A.  .ri^.- 

,  '  :  f  .4,  ,  ,  J  '  ,  , 


•  tl  »  2 


JS^':  ■*'. 


4  ,. 


■  "  '  *  .  >  4 


*  r 


l.fr  1  *''y,'Vf  .: 


J.<- 


•(» 

1*>  •  4 


V 


^  V  V  J  *  r  ^  •  liL  ■  ^  ^  4 

•V,!;. 

%•  •» 

'K\  '  /: 

' "  S; 

■  / .,  ,4 

*  '.yr-  '  • 

■';_  '  ■  ""  ijj  , 

'  '  ■  ■  ^  '  ‘S- 

y  4.  i-4  : 

■■,_  „  ii  ■.,.  _-.  ■  ,>'U  '^4 


O! 


.:  ■  r .Tvi  -J., ,  ■ 

-  ■'■'  ii.  u: •  .' !--..  -'.■  7h  n.''.j^''via# 


J:... ! 


c 


zh'^^  i  i.  o' 1  r. ce  ‘s 

dciLf-ndirif  uton  ■:.?:■  school  ^  osi  “n!Oi.  nos  ■  iven  or  f  r^-nlir 
scnooi.  -i-lif  Of  rctnor  -  t-  is  i-ood  ohou'h  rrr.  inf  ..round  ohirty  -vrry 

ui  y . 

*’‘rs  ^'-crise  runs  n;r  on  Ler  Si;lk.rv  i.rd  is  uns-^lf  to  sfvs 


6n  y  o i’  r:  f  r  n  f  y  ,  ^  _  o  n o uy n  r  f  r  n u  s  o  i 


iL'u.  4,1  ^  C 


i  soore  snc 


00  Df  s  success, n?  ooe.s 
does  ne  conoriboo  oo  one  uci:ee 


V  L/C  t  -LI 


:-OLt  r.is  nor 

he  house  ..n  y  sny  vty  exceoo 

rite 

a  o  e  s  not 


for  r.iroitlly 

> ' yin' 

for  ; 

roceries.  ohe  s 

4  ys  , 

ri  T 
J. 

cim. 

/■ 

a.  _ 

there  is  somie 

r  1 

4) 

o 

se  the 

t  he  is  e.rinf 

for  , 

for 

he 

do 

SCO  like  he  lo 

'■  e  me 

any  more  ,  i  t-m.  t  yood 

m,inc 

to 

f  0 

to 

fortune  teller 

to  hi 

ve  m;y 

li i e  mold  me ,  i 

try 

not 

to 

D  f* 

in  it  but  some  tirr.e  I  need  some  comfort  tne  1  dont  yet  end  my 
friends  they  til  sty,  ”0  yo\;  j^re  foolish,  nt  is  stvin^^  his  money 
tnd  some  d  y  ;-ou  ill  see. 

“•rs  ^’'trise  is  Surr.ll  -nd  n  ery  atrk,  her  ftce  is  std  tnd  she 
v.eurs  bitch  i  -rcto  detl.  ore  stys','!  love  the  children.  It  hes 
been  ood  to  tcrch  them;  I  en.’oy  the  '.o  rh  but  I  tm  tired  o“  vork- 
inr.  I  'tish  m.y  husbtnd  ould  s-ty  thut  he  lo  uld  toke  ctre  of  the 
house  end  the  boys  so  oi.to  I  could  ''Uio  vorh. 

I  noticed  the.  t  her  house  ts  cuioe  b^re  bo-.t  comfort cble. 

•^he  \.?E  hosiitthle  -..nd  hinnly.  dihe  offeree  san.t  r  e '^-e  shm.ent  in 
the  form,  cc'  ine  t  nd  cookies. 

i’he  house  ht  d  much  h-ndi  orh  ciso  lt\ec  ohroa'-hout  it. 


■^'his  vorh 


c-  >-  r.  , 


10  'i.  c  s  -one  r.  V 


10 tier  in  or 


.c  countrv. 


o>&\ inu  zi'.ez  sne 


ot-e  lire  to  co  or." 


metch  sch.ool  -n 


Keei  her  o^.n  nor  «■ . 

line  children  tre  tllo'.  e-  to  enotr  one  Jr‘-ei;  school  to  the 
strre  eye  o:...  t  ohey  enter  re-ultr  shod ;  the  Idtle  ones  tre 
ti  u  ht  to  couno  .  nd  tno  to  re-d  TrimjEcrs  in  Greek,  tr.tse  store?  s 


re  no^.'  Dein-'  ^rio 


mr.  _e  storv  ic  inter* 


u  u>  —  ' 


-  c_i. .  fhis  i  s  not 


n.e  no^cmer  unoi-  ^  :  c^ 


In  the 


second  vt-r  tnev  t.he  uc  one  sO.c  v  O'"  ^eO'Tt.hv  .  nd  h'roorv, 


